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CHAP. I. 

Of the Jituation of the affairs of Europe, and a 
brief review of matters anteceding the war of 
1741. 

I HAVE always looked upon the Chriftian 
powers of Europe as one great republic, 
all whofe parts correfpond with each other, 
even when they aim at their mutual deftruc- 
tion. Certain cuftoms, which we call the laws 
of war, laws unknown to other nations, have 
been eftablifhed by general con fen t. The pre- 
cedency of almoft all princes has been fettled ; 
the Catholics have two cities in common; one 
of thefe is Malta, the center of a perpetual war 
waged again ft the enemies of the Chriftian 
name ; the other is Rome, which is in more 
refpe&s than one, as it were, the capital of all 
the Catholic nations, each of which has a right 
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2 The- HISTORY of 

to name one of the fovereign's principal mint- 
Hers ; and their ecclefiaftical, and even tempo- 
ral caufes are tried by the tribunal of the Rota, 
thejudgescompofing whicK are taken from each 
nation. The fovereigns, in all the Catholic 
frontiers, have fome territories that are under 
the juriftli&ion of a foreign biihop. Nothing is 
. more common than to fee the prerogatives, ho- 
nours, and orders of knighthood of one country 
conferred upon the natives of another. Molt 
princes have even territories lying in the middle 
of other ftates ; as for example, the pope is 
poflefied of Avignon in France, and of Bene- 
vento in the kingdom of Naples ; the Vene- 
tians have dominions in the heart of the Mi- 
lanefe. There is fcarcely a prince in Germany 
but has fome dominions enclofed by the terri- 
tory of another fovereign. 

The old Roman law is in full force in alt 
thefe countries : they have all one and the fame 
learned language ; and every court fpeaks the 
fame living tongue *• Thefe connections have 
ftill been ftrengthened by commerce. The 
merchants carry on fo dole a correfpondence, 
even in time of war, that at the very time 
in which the Englilh were arming to ruin the 
Spaniards, they were deeply interefted in the 
trade of that nation ; fo that when their priva- 
teers feized upon an enemy's (hip, they were 
abfolutely plundering their own countrymen f» 
In effect, the wars waged again ft each other 

• Namely, the French, which is fpoken in every court 
of Europe bat our own. 

f This remark can allude only to- our infuring the fhip* 
of the enemy $ a practice which, though prejudicial to the 
ioforer, has been proved beneficial to the community. 

by 



the WAR of 1741. 3 

%v Chriftian princes have in them fo much of 
the nature of civil wars, that in the year 1701, 
Vi&or, duke of Savoy, was in arms againft 
his two fons-in-law : the prince of Vaudemont 
commanded the Spaniards in the Milanefe, and 
was near being made prifoner by his own (on, 
who had followed the fortune Of the houfe of 
Auftria. 

In the year 1718, when the duke of Orleans, 
regent of France, carried on a war againft his 
coufin Philip V. of Spain, the duke of Liria 
ferved againft his father the duke of Berwick. 
In the war, the hiftory of which I now write, 
the kings of France, Spain, Poland, and the 
ele&or of Bavaria, were the neareft akin to the 
xjueen of Hungary, whom they attacked ; and 
upon that very tie of relationlhip the laft of 
thefe princes fet up a claim to plunder her. 
We have feen, in the courfe of this war, Fran- 
cis, great duke of Tufcany, and now emperor 
of Germany, keep an envoy at Paris, wbofe 
children ferved againft him ; and we have feen 
ail the fons of the Tufcan prime minifter in 
our fervice. We had a thotifand examples of 
this kind before our eyes, and yet they did not 
furprize us. 

All the fovereigns of the different dates of 
this part of the world are allied either by blood 
or by treaty ; and yet they fcarceJy -conclude a 
marriage or a treaty that is not the caufe of 
feme future difagreement. 

Commerce, whereby they are iieceflarily 
linked, is almoft always the occafion t>f their 
di/Tenting. The two fubje&s whereon to 
ground a war are every where elfe unknown : 
a wife is known, no where but in Europe, to 

B a bring 



4 The HISTORY of 

bring to her hu(band a war for her dower, by 
letting up a right to fome diftant province. No 
a& of confraternity is known among princes ; 
nor a reverfion from one family to another no 
way related to it ; nor yet fmall fiefs paying 
homage at the fame time to feveral great „ 
princes, who are difputing about the homage 
and fief itfclf among one another, as it happens 
fo often in Germany and Italy,- Hence it arifes 
that Afia is almoft always in a pacific ftate *, if 
we except the invafions of conquerors* who 
are in that part of the world yet more cruel 
than in Europe, and the unavoidable quarrels, 
, more cfpecially among the Turks and rerfians, 
about frontiers. 

Thofe who accurately and nicely examine 
into the capital events of this world, will eafily 
remark, that fince the year 1600, there have 
been forty confidcrablc wars in Europe, and 
hut one of any confcqucnce in Great Tartary, 
China, and the Indies, countries of immenfe 
extent, better peopled, and much richer. In a 
word, there has been no war on account of 
trade in. Afia, Africa, or America, but what 
has been kindled by the Europeans f. 

The marriigc of Maximilian I. afterwards 
emperor of Germany, with Mary of Burgundy, 
had been for three ages the occafion of a per- 



• Witnefa the civil difleotions in Pcrfia and India, by 
which the fineft provinces in the world arc 1 educed to rain 
and dcfblation. 

f Here the author 11 miftaken, as appears by the num- 
fccrlcfi wart carried on by the yncas of Peru, the emperort 
of Mexico, and the divert favage nations of America and 
Africa, long before Chriftian colon ie a were cftabHflied to 
thofe countr in. 

petual 
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petual difference between France and Auftria. 
The American andhAfiatic trade was afterwards 
frelh ground for difcord in Europe. The ftftem 
of the baUance of power in Europe, which is " 
at prefent the caufe and pretext of fo many 
leagues and wars, fir ft made its appearance dur- 
ing the difputes between Charles V. and Fran- 
cis I. % 

Henry VIII. king of England, who feeing 
himfelf between two potent rivals, laboured to 
prevent each from acquiring a fuperiority 5 took 
for his device an archer, with his bow bent,. 
and this motto, " Whom I defend fhall be 
mafler j" but if Henry held the ballance, it was 
with an unfteady hand. 

Henry IV. of France, opprefled by the houfe 
of Auftria, wasconftantly ajded by queen Eli- 
zabeth, and the ftates of Holland owed their 
liberty to the protection of thefe two princes. 
So long as thefe three powers dreaded the fupe- 
riority of the houfe of Auftria, England and 
Holland continued to be conftant allies to 
France. If this union was now and then weak- 
ened, it was never totally deftroyed, their real 
interefts being fo very apparent.. 

The proteftant ftates of Germany were alfo 
the natural friends of France, becaufe that ever 
fince the time of Charles V. they had reafon 
to fear the houfe of Auftria might make a pa- 
trimony of the empire, and confequently op- 
prefs them. The Swedes were invited into- 
Germany by them, by France, nay even by 
Rome itfelf, which ftood in awe of the impe- 
rial authority, always difputed* and always 
prevailing in Italy. About the middle of the 
laft century, England and Holland with plea- 

B 3 fure 
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Aire beheld the imperial branch of the houfe- 
of Auftria obliged to give up Loifatia to the 
electors of Saxony, the prefecture of Alfatia to 
France*, and RouflLllon taken by force of arms 
from the Spanifh branch of that houfe by 
Lewis XIII. 

Cromwell the Ufurper did not oppofe this 
alliance ; for he remained firm to the French 
jntereft f, though he had murdered Lewis the 
Thirteenth's brother-in-law, and Lewis the 
Great's uncle. Every body almoft wiflied 
France fuccefs againft the Auftrians, until 
Lewis XIV. became formidable from his con- 
quefts, which he owed to his having chofen the 
greateft generals and moft able minifters of hi* 
time, as well as to the wealtnefs pf his ene- 
mies. 

In 1667, he deprived the houfe of Auftria of 
one half of Flanders* and of Franche-Comte 
the following year. It was now that the Dutch, 
becoming of fome confequence from their cou- 
rage in war, and their induftry ia trade, no 
longer dreaded their old mailers the Auftrians, 4 
and began to entertain fome fears of their an- 
tient prote&ors the French. Tbey compelled 
Lewis XIV. by dint of their negotiations, to 

• By the treaty of M unlter. 

+ This union was the greateft political flaw in the con- 
dua of Cromwell j for, at thit period, the power of Franco 
was beginning to grow very formidable, and that of Auftria 
to decline. Cromwell's preferring the French to the Spa- 
null inter eft, is faid to have been owing to the particular regard 
and veneration which he had conceived for the perfon and 
character of Charles Ouftavos king of Sweden, who was the 
faft friend of France. Perhaps he was alfo influenced by 
the adulation of cardinal Mazarin, who cultivated his good- 
will with the moft proftratt fcrvUity, 

accede 
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accede to the treaty of. Aix-la-Cbapelle, and 
boafted of their fuccefs. 

This was the firft occafion of that monarch's 
fudden invafion of Holland in 1672, in which 
project hi eafily induced Charles IT. king of 
England, to concur; who not only wanted 
money, but had alfo fome grounds of complaint 
againft Holland. He preferred the chaftife- 
ment of the Dutch to the conqueft of Flanders, 
which he might perhaps have kept, as he had 
fome claims upon that territory ; but England 
and Holland were foon after reunited, and ever 
fince always oppofed the French interefh The 
glory and power of LewisXIV. encreafed, and 
lb in proportion did the number of his enemies. 

The fame fyftem of the balance of power fo long 
oppofed againft the Auftrians was now turned a- 
gainft the French. Ever fince 1 68g,William HI. 
king of England and ftadtholder of Holland,, 
had been the foul of a party which conjured up 
againft France, Spain, Germany, England, Hol- 
land, and Savoy ; nay even pope Innocent XI. 
Lewis the Great fupported himfelf againft all 
thefe enemies. He had, for a good while pall, 
near 400,000 men in arms, and upwards of IOO . 
(hips of the line ; of which, when he came to 
the throne, he had only fix; and though his 
marine received fuch a violent (hock in the af- 
fair of La Hogue *, and the India company, 
which had been eftablifhed by the celebrated 
Colbert, was deftroyed ; yet he made a peace at 
Ryfwick, neither' fliameful nor unprofitable. 

• Where the fleet under Tourville was totally defeated, 
in the year 1792, by admiral Ruflcl, afterwards created earl 
of Offord. 

B 4 The 
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The Cyftem of general equilibrium, compofed of 
fo many particular views, produced this peace,, 
and engendered a fcheme of politics unheard of 
before. m 

The lafl: prince of theAuftrian brafich, who* 
now fate on the SpanMh throne, had no chil- 
dren, and was in a very bad ftate of health. 
'The courts of London and the Hague entered* 
into a compact with Lewis XIV. whom they 
did not love, whereby, in conjunction with 
him, they difpofed of the Spanifh dominions* 
Thefe were, fhared among feveral powers, and' 
z part given to Lewis, for fear he fhoirld ♦ have 
put himfeif in a- condition to feize upon the 
whole. Charles II. king of Spain, refenting* 
fuch an infult upon his weaknefs as that of di- 
viding his eftate even while helived, named the' 
fon of the elector of Bavaria as his heir. This- 
child was grandfon to Philip III. 

The choice appeared both juft and prudent: 
the houfe of Auftria might murmur, but had it 
j*ot in its power to avenge itfeJf, The dHTen- 
tions which muft have inevitably followed from 
the partition, was now no longer to be feared; 
and the equilibrium of Europe was preferved : 
but this young prince died three months after* his 
being declared heir to the Spanifh fucceffion. 

A fecond partition treaty was then fet on. 
foot, whereby the Milanefe was given to the 
boufe of Lorrain, and the latter territory ceded 
to France, part of which projeft we have- feen 
carried into execution. 

The kirfg of Spain finding himfeif draw near 
his end, though in the flower of his age, pro- 
pofed to leave his crown to the archduke 
Charles* his wife's nephew, fecond fon to the 

emperor 
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emperor Leopold, So ftrongly did the fyftem 
of equilibrium predominate, that be did not dare 
to leave his dominions to the eldeft fon, being 
certain that the fear of feeing Spain, the Indies, 
die empire, Hungary, Bohemia, and Lombardy* 
united under one prince, would raife the reft 
of Europe in arms. He requcfted the emperor 
Leopold to fend his fecond fon Charles to 
Madrid, at the head of 10,000 men ; but of 
this proceeding neither France, England, Hol- 
land, -nor Italy, Would have allowed, being all 
for the partition; It happened, in thefe affairs 
of the utmoft importance to the intereft of two 
great kings, as it often does on very flight 00 
cafions in private life ; they had words, and 
came to an open* rupture. The German pride - 
could not digeft the Spanifh.haughtinefs 5 the 
countefs of Pelitz, who governed the queen of 
Spain, alienated inftead of fecuring the affec- 
tions of the people, whom ihe fhould have at* 
tached to her fide ; and they were ftill more 
difgufted by the arrogance of the court of Vi-i 
can a. * 

The youn£ archduke commonly fpoke.of the 
Spaniards in a very difrefpe&ful manner ; and 
thence was taught, that princes fhould be very 
cautions how they exprefled themfelves. His 
ijpeeches were tranfmitted to Madrid, not with- 
out .rancor, by the bifhop of Lerida, ambaffador 
from Spain to the . court of Vienna,, who was 
difgufted with the Gerrnans. He wrote invec- 
tives much more bitter againft the Auftrian 
vouncifo, than ever the archduke had thrown 
out againft the Spaniards. " The difpofition 
■ of Leopold's minifters," fays he in one of his 
letters,. ,'f refembles the horns of the T>ulls in\ 

B 5 ray 
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my country; they art UitU\hwrd^ and crooked.'* 
This letter was made public ; the bifhop was* 
recalled, and, on bis return to Madrid, en- 
creafed more than ever the averfion of the Spa- 
niards againft the Germans. Many trifling 
matters, for fuch will always intermingle them- 
felves among the moft important affairs, con- 
tributed to bring about the great change which 
happened in Europe, and made way for that 
revolution whereby Spain and the Indies was 
for ever loft to the houfe of Auftria. ' 

Cardinal . Portocarero, and the reft of the 
Spanifh grandees, who were moft in favour at 
court, united to prevent the dismembering of 
the Spanifli monarchy, and perfuaded Charles 11. 
to prefer a gcandfon of Lewis XIV. to a prince 
very diftant from, and incapable of defending 
them. This difpofition was not annulling the 
folemn renunciation of the crown of Spain, 
which had been made by the mother and wife 
of Lewis XIV. becaufe it had been only made 
to prevent the two kingdoms from being united 
under their eldeft born, who was not now fe-» 
leded. Thus juftice was done to the rights of 
blood, at the fame time that the Spanim mo- 
narchy was preferved entire. 

The king, who was a fcrupulous man, con- 
sulted the beft divines, and they agreed in opi- 
nion with his council. At length, infirm as 
he was, he wrote himfelf to pope Innocent XII. 
ftating the cafe, and aflcing his advice. The 
Fope, who imagined he faw the liberty of Italy 
eftablifhed in proportion as the houfe of Auftria 
was weakened, advifed him in his anfwer to 
give the preference to the houfe of France; 
The poke's letter was dated July 16th, 1700. 

He 
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He wifely treated the king's cafe of conference 
as a matter of flate, while the king himfelf, 
who with good reafon was defirous of having 
juftice on his fide, treated this very important 
matter of flate as a cafe of confeience. 

Lewis XIV. had notice of this (rep ; the 
court of Verfailles had no other {hare in this 
memorable event : there was not then even a 
•French ambaflador at Madrid ; for marfhal 
Harcourt had been recalled fix months before, 
his longer continuance there being difagreeable, 
becaufe of the partition treaty, which France 
ieemed ready to fupport by force of arms. All 
Europe was miftaken in fuppofing this treaty 
dictated at the court of Verfailles. The ex- 
piring monarch had confulted only the intereft 
of his kingdom, and the defires of his fubje&3» 
This will, which caufed fuch an alteration in " 
the affairs of Europe, was kept fo fecret, that 
count Harrach, the imperial ambaflador, frill 
flattered himfelf that the archduke was the de- 
dared fucceflbr, and waited a good while the 
iflue of the council aflembled immediately after 
the king's death, before he was undeceived. 

The duke d'Abrantes approached him with 
open arms ; the ambaflador no longer doubted 
of the archduke's being a king, until he heard 
the duke d'Abrantes, as he embraced him, ex- 
prefs himfelf thus : " I come from taking leave 
of the houfe of Auftria." 

Thus, after two hundred years fpent in war 
and negotiations about fome frontiers of th,e 
Spanifh dominions, France faw herfelf, by a 
ftroke of a pen, put into pofleflion of the whole 
monarchy, without treaty or cabal, nay, with* 
out fo much as having hoped for that fucceflion. 

B6' It 
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It has been in fome ineafure the cuftom thus t& 
publifh here the plain truth of a fa& hitherto mif- 
reprefented by ft ate fm en or hiftorians, according 
as prejudices or appearances milled them. That 
which has in fo many volumes been fet forth 
of the Aims of money lavifbed by the marflial 
d'Hafcourt, and his bribing the Spanifh mini-t- 
ilers to come at the will, muft be ranked 
amongft political lies and popular errors. The 
minifter then at the head of foreign affairs in 
France has given an authentic atteftation of 
this truth under his own hand-writing; but 
the king of Spain, in chufing for his fucceflbr 
the grand Ton of a king who had been fo long, 
his enemy* had plainly employed his thoughts* 
cri the confluences which the idea of a gene*~ 
ral equilibrium muft neceffar-ily excite. 

The duke of Anjou, grand Ton to Lewis XIV* . 
had been called to the fuccei&on of Spain only, 
becaufe there feemed to be no hope of his ever 
riling to the throne of France ; and the fame- 
will which* i» cafe of the failure of princes of, 
the blood of Lewis XIV. bequeathed the crown 
to the archduke Charles, afterwards emperor by 
the name of Charles VI. exprefly ftipolates that 
the empire and Spain fhould never be* reunited 
under the fame fovereign. 

That branch of the houfe of Auftria which 
fat on. the imperial throne, feeing itfelf deprived 
of the Spanifh fucceflion, except as a fubfti- 
tute, raifed almoft all Europe in arms againft 
the houfe of Bourbon. That very Leopold 
who neither would nor could fend ten thoufand 
men into Spain to fecure the throne to his forr 
the archduke, foon brought an hundred thou- 
fand into the field. The duke of Savoy, fa*- 

thei? 
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tber-in-law to the duke of Burgundy, and to 
the king of Spain, entered (hortly after into a 
confederacy again ft his fons-in-law. England 
and Holland, which had declared for the arch- 
duke, fuftained the chief burthen of this long 
war, until at length that equilibrium which had 
been a pretext for fo many difputes, became it- 
felf the bafis of a peace. The very thing hap- 
pened which had been forefeen by Charles II. 
The archduke, to whom the Spanifh monarchy 
had been provifionally left, and for whom a 
bloody war had been kindled, became emperor 
in 1711, by the death of his elder brother Jo- 
fcph. That faftion- which in England was 
called Tory, and which oppofed the Whig ad- 
min iftratibn, made ufe of this opportunity to 
dirpofe queen Anne to lavifh no more the blood 
and treafure of the* Englifh in a. caufe whereby 
tiie emperor Charles VI. muft acquire more, 
power than ever had. been vefted in the hands 
of Charles VI. and by a continuance, in which 
{he aHb a£fced in direct oppofition to the views 
and real intereft of England, as well as the reft 
of Europe, which had been apprehenfive of 
feeing Spain and the empire united under the 
fame crowned head. But an incident, from 
which fuch important confequences could ne- 
ver have been expected, contributed more than 
any thing elfe to bring about the great work of 
peace. 

One of the chief caufes of the will of Charles 
II. had been the^haughtinefs of a German lady. 
The peace of Europe was owing to the info- 
Jence with which an Englifh lady treated queen 
Anne. The duchefs of Marlborough put the 

queen 
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queen into a violent paffion ; fo that (he loft all 
patience, and the Tories turned the affair to 
their own advantage. The queen changed her 
rninifters and her meafures. England, after 
being fo long the bitter enemy of France, was 
the rirft to conclude a peace .with her * : and 
foon afterwards that very ufeful vi&ory obtained 
by marfhal Villars at Denain, in the neighbour- 
hood of Landrecy, determined the ftates of 
Holland and the emperor Charles VI. to make 
a general peace. 

Lewis XIV. -flfter being perfecuted for ten 
years by evil fortune, after having been reduced 
in 17 10 to fuch diftrefs that he was forced to 
abandon the fupport of bis grand ion, and hav- 
ing had the mortification to find himfelf not 
attended to, unlefs he joined with the allies 
againft his own blood, had yet at length the fa- 
trsfaition to fee his grand fon firmly fettled upon 
the throne of Spain* 

But there was a neceffity for dividing this 
monarchy, which had been given to Philip V. 
only in hope that it might not be difmemberaL 
By the treaty of Raftadt and Baden, made in 
1714, the emperor was to keep all the Auftrian 
Netherlands, with the duchy of Milan and king* 
dom of Naples, in fpite of that antient law which 
provides that this kingdom (hall never be held 
with the empire. Charles V. had fubtnittcd to 
this law in receiving the invefttture of Naples 
from the pope, before he had afiurned the im- 
perial crown. But this very powerful vaual of 



• Ac Utrecht— It U no eafy tiik to determine whetsec 
(bis peace was moll owing to party or to patriotUm. 
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the pope's found not much difficulty in obtain- 
ing a releafe from his oath ; and Charles Vf. 
afterwards experienced as much civility from 
the court of Rome as Charles V. had done. 

Sicily, another branch which had been Joppecf 
froiQ the Spanifh monarchy, was then be- 
queathed to the duke of Savoy, who had after- 
wards Sardinia in exchange for it. At length 
Minorca and Gibraltar having been taken by 
the Englifh, remained to that nation. By this 
peace the king of PrufHa was put in pofTeffion 
of the Upper GuelderJand. The Dutch ac- 
quired ior their barrier Namur, Tour-nay, Me- 
nin, Furnes, Warneton, Ypres, Dendermonc 1 '*, 
&c. The emperor, beftdes ceding to them C.e 
defence of thefe places, paid them annually 
two millions five hundred thou fa nd livres ; a 
convention fcarcety to be paralelled in hiftory, 
that a fovereign fhould give up his flrong towirt 
and his money to his allies, in (lead of gariforL- 
ing the places with his troops. 

The ele&or of Bavaria, father to him who 
was afterwards emperor under the name of 
Charles VII. and his brother, the eleSor of 
Coiogn, were reinftated in their principalities 
and rights, which, they had Toft by Tiding with 
France, and being unfortunate. The emperor 
Jofeph had, of his own authority, and inde- 
pendent of the confent of the three colleges, 
put them under the ban of the empire. Thus 
vaft advantages were acquired by all the poten- 
tates. The principal, and yet it was not fuffi- 
ciently refpefled, was the prefervation of man- 
kind. An. hundred thoufand men at leaft muft 
have been, annually iacrificed in the courfe of a 

war 
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war wherein fix hundred thoufand men * were 
conftantly in arms on both fides in Italy, Spain*. 
Germany, and Flanders. Jt is an. undoubted 
truth that in ten years time the fouthern parts 
of Europe had loft above one million of men in 
the flower of their age. 

The twenty years which followed the peace 
of Utrecht enabled each nation to repair its 
lofles 5 a happy feries of years, the felicity of 
which met with very flight interruption. Eng- 
land encreafed her^rade by the ceffion made to 
her by France of Newfoundland and Acadia, . 
alfo by the Ailiento contract, which put her in 
p iffeffion of the Negro trade in Spanifh Ame- 
rica, and, in fine, by the liberty which fhe ex- 
torted from Spain of fending annually a fhipfo * 
Porto Bello, whereby (he carried on an immenfe 
contraband trade. 

France had above eighteen hundred merchant- 
fliips employed in 1740; whereas at the time of 
the treaty of Utrecht, fhe had not more than 
three hundred. Her trade and manufactures 
flourilhed. A new Eaft-India company arofe 
out of the ruins of a fyftem of finances which 
in 1 7 19 had impoverifhed one part of the na* 
tion, s and enriched the other; and in172-5.it 
advanced to the government ten millions of li- 
vres, and was pofleffed of thirty-nine millions 
in fhips, ftorehoufes, and merchantable goods. 
This company rebuilt and enlarged the town 
of Pondicherry, which is at prefent inhabited 



• The prefent war hat armed a considerably greater 
number, and been attended with mere mifery to the human 

ipecies. 
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By an hundred thou&nd people, regularly for- 
tified, and defended by four hundred and fifty 
pieces of c,annon *. They caufed the harbour 
of ^Port TOrient in Brittany to be clcaftfed, and 
raifed the place from a final] village to a trading 
town.. They were poffeffed of fixty (hips, from 
four hundred to eight hundred tons. In fine, 
during the fpace of twenty-eight years they had 
been eftabliihing a nurfery for fcamcn,,and a 
fource of continual abundance ; for while all 
the ftock proprietors received a confiderable 
intereft from the farming of tobacco, all the 
profits of the company were expended in mak- 
ing new eftablUhments. Thtfy could be charged 
with nothing but fuperfiuou^ expences, which ' 
are ftrong proofs of wealth. The; commerce 
of the French colonies alone produced a circu- 
lation of one hundred millions f, and enriched . 
the commonwealth by the commodities trans- 
ported from one he mi fp here to the other. Since 
the year 1712, fame of thefe colonies have en- 
created doubly. 

Almoft every town in France was anew em— 
belliihed, and the whole kingdom was appa- 
rently more populous, having, during this long 
sera, received no disturbance from foreign wars. : 
The falling out between the duke of Orleans, 
then regent, and Spain, in 1718, was but of 



• The populotifncfs and ftrdngth of Pondicherry ar» 
greatJy magnified by Voltaire, as was manifeft on its lat© 
reduction, under the aufpices of colonel Coote. It was 
certainly the beft fortified place in the Eaftlndies, but is 
now wholly difmantled. • 

f About four millions fterling—- Hence the importance of . 
Martinique and Guadalupe, their chief fettlements, may be. 
eflimattd, 
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fhort duration, nor was it attended with unfor- 
tunate confequences. It was not a quarrel be- 
tween nation and nation, but between two 
princes ; in Paris it was hardly minded ; the 
people there attended to nothing but the great 
game of ftocks, which made and undid fo many 
great fortunes. 

The views of Spain were to recover the pro- 
vinces which had been rent from her formerly; 
and this was not a time for her: to make the at- 
tempt. It was to no purpofe that her troops 
made a defcent upon the ifland of Sardinia, 
which then belonged to the emperor, and after* 
wards upon Sicily, of which the duke of Savoy 
had been put in pofleffion by the peace of 
Utrecht. . All the fruit of thefe armaments was 
that the emperor Charles Vi. affifted by an 
EnglHh fquadron, and aided even by the regent 
of France, feized upon Sicily for bimfelf, tho' 
by the peace of Utrecht it had been ceded to 
tne houfe of Savoy, the princes of which, after 
having been four years kings of Sicily, became 
kings of Sardinia, which they ftiU hold. 

Never at any time were fo many negotia- 
tions on foot as now ; nevjer fo many, treaties ; 
nor fo many jealoufies. The intereft of each 
nation feemed to change with that of individu- 
als. The Englifh government, which had been 
clofely united with that miniftry which during 
the reign of Lewis XIV. had done every thing 
to fix Philip V. upon the throne of Spain, now 
changed fides: matters went fo far from rolling 
in their natural channel, that the court of Ma* 
drid flung hcrfclf into the arms of her rival and 
enemy the court of Vienna, who had fo long 
conteftcd with her for the Jbvereignty of Na- 
ples, 
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ptes, and lately deprived her of the ifland of 
Sicily. 

In (hort, tlm very emperor Charles VI. 
whofe firm intention was always to prevent the 
new ho ufe of Spain from having any footing in 
Italy, was fo fan prevailed upon, though of a' 
different inclination, as to confent that a fon 
of Philip V. and of his fecond wite Elizabeth 
of Parma, fhould *be introduced with fix thou» 
fand Spaniards into the duchies of Parma and 
Placentia, though the fucceffioh was not as yet 
open: he alfo gave the eventual inveftiture of 
it, as well as that of the great dukedom of' 
Tufcany, by a folemn treaty, which had been m 
long upon the carpet, in 1725, to Don Carlos * ; 
and he received two hundred thou fand Spanifh 
piftoles, by way of purchafe for an engagement 
which was one day to coft him fo dear. All 
the proceedings of this agreement were fur- 
prizing : two rival houfes were united without 
any confidence in each other. The Englifh, 
after having done all in their power to de- 
throne Philip V. and difpofTefTed him of Gibral- 
tar and Minorca, which in fpite of Spain they 
ftill k#ep, were the mediators of this peace. It 
was figned by Riperda, a Dutchman, who was 
then all-powerful in Spain, and who was dif* 
graced after having figned it f. . 

While the Spanifh branch of the' houfe of 
Bourbon thus enereafed her dominions by a 
tranfient union with her enemy, (he had -a mif- 

• The prefent king of Spain, who was conduced to Na- 
ples by an Englifh fleet under the command of Sir Charles. 
Wager. 

f He afterwards died in great indigence and obfcurtty at 
Tetuan, on tlie coaft of Baibary. 

under.^ 
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underftandfng with the French branch, in fpite 
of the ties of blood and intereft whereby they 
ought fooner or later to be reunited. It was 
thus the two branches of the houfe of Auftria- 
had been formerly divided. France, having at 
that time joined with England, had no. real 
allies ; but in the year 1727 things began to 
fall into their natural channel. The French • 
miniftry ftrengthened the bonds of fiiendfliip 
fubfifting between the two houfes of France j 
and that miniftry appearing altogether equita- 
ble and difmterefted, became infeniibly the me* • 
diators of Europe*. 

A war broke out between Engl and and Spain v 
occafioned by a commercial difpute. The Spa* 
niards laid fiege to Gibraltar, before which 
town they wafted , both' their time and their 
forces, for the Englifh had rendered it impreg- 
nable. France was the mediatrix ; ihe fav- 
ed the honour of the Spaniards by prevailing 
on them to raife the fiege, and reconciling the 
difputing parties by treaty. 

The emperor would have eluded the promife « 
he had- made of ceding Tufcany, Parma, and 
Placentia, to Don Carlos. The French mini-- 
ftry engaged him to keep his word : they alfo 
artfully prevailed upon the Englifh, though ' 
avowed enemies to the grandeur of the houe 
of Bourbon, to tranfport fix thoufand Spaniards 
into Italy, thereby to fecure to Don Carlos his • 
new territory ; and, in fine, that prince was 
fliortly after conveyed thither, together with 
his troops, by an Englifh fleet. In 1731 he 
was acknowledged fovcrcign of Parma, and heir 
to the dukedom of Tufcany. The great duke - 
of Florence, the !uft of the Medici family, ac- 
cepted 
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.cepted of an heir, which had been given him 
without his having been once confulted. 

Some time before the French miniftry bad 
determined the emperor in his resolution of 
fuppreffing the Eaft-India company, which had 
been eftablifhed at OftencL It was the intereft 
of all trading nations, whereof France was not 
then the leaft confiderable. She enjoyed the 
fereae glory of making up all differences be- 
tween her neighbours-, when the death of Au- 
guftus II. king of Poland, gave a total change 
.to the affairs of Europe. Cardinal Fleury, then 
near fourfcore years of age, made it his whole 
fludy to preferve this happy peace to France, 
and to all Europe. His turn of mind, his cha- 
racter, hia time of life, and history, which 
was founded in moderation, all rendered him 
averfe to war. Walpole *, the prime minifter 
of England, was exactly of the fame way of 
thinking : Spain was pofieflfed of all (lie had 
required. The North was in profound peace, 
when the death of Auguflus II. king of Poland, 
replugged Europe into that feries of misfor- 
tunes from which (be is rarely 'exempt for ten 
years together. 

King Staniflaus, father-in-law to Lewis XV,. 
already nominated to the crown* of Poland in 
.1704, had been cbofen in the moft legal and 
iblemn manner; but the emperor Charles VI. 
obliged the ftates to proceed to another election, 

• Sir Robert Walpole was averfe to the war, from an 
apprehenfion that the demand of extraordinary f«p, lies to 
carry it on, would introduce an inquiry into his condud, 
particularly with refped to the national debt, wbicb, not- 
withftanding bis boaftcd finking fund, bad been fo little 
diminiihcd during a peace of near thirty years. 

which 
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which was fupported by the Imperial and Ruf- 
fian arms. The fon of the late king of Po- 
land, elector of Saxony, and Charles VPs ne- 
phew, carried it from his competitor. Thirs 
the houfe of Auftria, which had found itfelf 
unable to keep Spain and the Weft-Indies, was 
'et fufliciently ftrong to wreft Poland from 
re wis the Fifteenth's father-in-law. France 
(aw the fame accident repeated, which had hap- 
pened to Prince Armand de Conti, who tho* 
folemnlyele'&ed, yet being without money and 
troops, and little better recommended than fup- 
ported, loft that kingdom, to which he had 
been called by the voice of the people. King 
Staniflaus went to Dantzick to fupport his 
election; but the majority by whom he had 
been chofen foon allowed themfelves to be borne 
down by the minority that were agftitift him. 
This country, where the people jwe enflaved; 
where the nobility fell their votes ; where there 
is never money enough in the public treafury 
to maintain an army ; where the laws are with- 
out vigour ; where their liberty is only produc- 
tive of divifions ; this fame country, I fay* 
boafts in vain their warlike nobility, who can 
bring into the field 100,000 men. 

Ten thoufand men foon difperfed the parti* 
zans of Staniflaus. The kingdom of Poland, 
which in the preceding age looked upon the 
Ruffians with contempt, were now intimidated 
and directed by them. The empire of Ruffia 
had become formidable fince it had been new 
modelled by Peter the Great. Ten thoufand 
disciplined flaves of Ruffia made the Poliih no- 
bility difappear ; and Staniflaus, having taken 
refuge in die city of Dantzick, was quickly be- 

ueged 
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(ieged by 40,000 Ruffians.: the emperor of 
Germany, united with Ruilia, thought himfeif 
certain of fuccefs. To preferve the balance of 
power, France ihould hsfYe fent thither a nu- 
merous army byfea; but England could not, 
without taking part, have tamely looked on 
amidft -fuch fmmenfe preparations. Cardinal 
Fleury, willing to keep well with that crown, 
neither chofe to have. the fhame of entirely 
abandoning the caufe of Staniflaus, nor yet did 
heincline to hazard any large number of troops 
in his defence* He therefore fitted out a fqua- 
dron, on board of which were embarked 1500 
men commanded by a brigadier. This officer 
did not look upon his commiffion in a ferious 
light j fo that judging, >is he approached Dant- 
zick, that he fhould only facrifice his little 
army, without reaping any advantage, retired 
into Denmark. 

Count de Plelo, ambaffador from France to 
the king of Denmark, beheld with indignation 
a retreat which feemed fo mortifying to the na- 
tion. He was a young man well verfed in po- 
Jite learning and philosophy, infpired with fen- 
timents of a very heroic nature, and deferving 
of a better fate. He refolved to fuccour Dant- 
zick with this fmall force againft a powerful 
army, or to die in the attempt. Before he em- 
barked, he wrote a letter to count de Maurepas, 
the minifter of date, which concluded thus: 
" lam certain I {hall never return ; to you I 
recommend my wife and children." He arrived 
before Dan tzick, landed his men, and attacked 
the Ruffiaa army. He fell in the field as he 
had predided, covered with wounds j and thofe 

4 of 
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of his followers that were not killed, were 
made prifoners of war. His letter, which wa* 
very affedYmg, and the account of his death, 
reached Paris together. It drew tears from the 
eyes of the whole council : he was unanimoufly 
admired and lamented. I remember, fomfc 
time after, when his widow appeared with her 
children in the public walks, the multitude ga- 
thered round with acclamations of tendernefs, 
fully expreffive of the veneration in which they 
held his memory, 

Dantzick was taken : the ambaffador from 
France to Poland, who was then in the place, 
was made prifonerof war, without any refpedfc 
being paid to the privileges of his character. 
King Staniflaus efcaped, but not without in- 
finite danger, and by means of more difguifes 
than one ; after having Cctn a price fet by the 
Mufcovite general upon his head,^ in a free 
country, of which he was a native, and in the 
heart of a nation to the rule of which he had 
been every way legally elected. 

The French rniniftry had totally loft that 
reputation fo neceflary to the fupport of gran- 
deur, had they not .revenged fuch an infulo ; 
l>ut that infult would have been- ill-timed, if not 
advantageous. Their diftance from each other 
prevented the Mufcovites from feeling the in- 
dignation of France ; and policy directed it 
fhould be turned againft the emperor, which 
was effectually done in Germany and Italy. 

France entered into alliance with Spain and 
Sardinia. Thefe three powers had different in- 
terefts, but all united in the one point of 
weakening the houfe of Auftrias The duke's 

of 
6 



the WAR of 1741. 25 

<#f Savoy bad been a long time encreafing 
their dominions by flow degrees ; fometimes by 
hiring troops «to the emperors, and fame times 
by declaring againft them. King Charles-Ema- 
nuel had his eye upon the Milanefe, and it had 
been promifed him by the miniftry both of Ver- 
sailles and Madrid. Philip V. of Spain, or, 
more properly fpeaking, his fpoufe Elisabeth of 
Parma, hoped for fome better eftabliihment for 
her children than Parma and Placentia. The 
Jung of Fiance had >no advantage in view but 
his own glory, the humbling of his enemies, 
and the triumph of his allies. No-body then 
ibrefaw*hat L*>rrain would be the fruit of this 
war. We are almoft always guided by -events, 
whereof we have feldom the diredion. Never 
was any negotiation brought to fo quick a con* 
cluiion as that which united thefe three mo- 
narchs. England and Holland, which had been 

fenerally accuftomed to fide with Auftria againft 
'ranee, forfook her upon this occafion. This 
was the efFed of that charader for equity and 
moderation which the court of France had ac- 
quired. It was owing to the notion conceived 
by her natural enemies, that her views were 
purely pacific, and free from all ambitious 
views, that kept them quiet, even while (he 
was at war. Nothing could have done more 
honour to cardinal Fleury, than his being able 
to perfuade the different powers, that France 
might wage war againft the emperor without 
endangering the liberties of Europe : there- 
fore they looked quietly upon the rapid fuccefs 
of the French arms. They were mailers of the 
Rhine, and conjunctively with Spain and Savoy 
ruled in Italy, where marfhal Villars died at 

C the 
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the age of 84, after having taken Milan. Hfc 
iucceflbr marfhal Coigni obtained two vi&ories, 
while the Spanish general, the duke de Monte- 
mart, gained a battle at Bitonto in the king- 
dom of Naples, whence he acquired a new 
furname. Don Carlos, who had been acknow- 
ledged heir toTufcany, was foon declared king 
of Naples. Thus did the emperor lofe alraott 
all Italy by having given a king to Poland ; and 
a fon of the king of Spain was in two cam- 
paigns fe cured in pofleffion of the two Sicilies ; 
kingdoms which had been fo often taken and 
retaken, and which, for two centuries part, 
had been always claimed by the houfe of 
Auftria. 

This war in Italy is the only one which wafe 
terminated with any folid (uccels to the French 
fince the time of Charlemagne. There was 
this rcafon for it : the guardian of the Alps, now 
become the moft powerful prince in thefe ter- 
ritories, was oh their fide : they were affifted 
by the beft troops in the fervice of the crown 
of Spain, and thSir armies were always weM 
fupplied. The emperor was then glad to fub- 
fcribe to fuch terms of peace as were offered 
him by vi&orious France. Cardinal Fleury* 
who had had wifdom -enough to prevent Eng- 
land and Holland from taking part in the war, 
had alfo the fatisfaAion of feeing it brought to 
a happy iffue without their interpofition. 

By this peace Don Carlos was acknowledged 
king of Naples and the two Sicilies. Europe 
had been long accuftomed to fee kingdoms given 
away and exchanged. The inheritance of the 
houfe of Medicis, which had been formerly 
awarded to Don Carlos, was now made over 

to 
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to Francis duke of Lorraine, tbe*emperor's in- 
tended fon-in-law. The laft grand duke of 
Tufcany afked, upon his death-bed, " If they 
did not intend him a third heir, and what child 
did it pleafc the empire and France to make for 
him?" Not that the grand duchy of Tufcany 
looked upon itfelf as a fief of the empire ; but 
the emperor regarded it as fuch, as well as Parma 
and Placentia, which Jiad been always claimed 
by the holy fee, to which the laft duke of Parma 
had paid nomage $ fo much do the rights of 
princes change with the times. By this peace 
the duchies of Parma and Placentia, which 
were the birthright of Don Carlos, fon to 
Philip V. and a pnncefs of Parma, were yielded . 
as his property to the emperor Charles VI. 

The king of Sardinia, duke of Savoy, wno 
had laid his account in having the Milanefe, to 
which his family, which had gradually aggran- 
difed itfelf, had fome old pretentions, obtained 
only a foiall (hare of it, viz. theNovarefe, the 
Tortonefe, and the. fiefs of Langhes : be derived . 
his claim to this dukedom from a daughter of 
Philip II. king of Spain, his anceftor. France 
•had alfo fome old pretentions defcended to them 
from Lewis XII. the natural heir of the duchy. 
< Philip, y. had likewife his claims founded upon 
' the infeoffments renewed to four kings of Spain 
his pre Jeceflors ; but thcfe pretentions yielded to 
conveniency and public advantage. The em- 
peror kept pofleffion of the Mtlancfe, notwith- 
ftanding the general law of the fiefs of the em- 
pire, which enjoins that the emperor ihould al- 
ways grant the inveftiture of them, as lord pa- 
ramount ; otherwifc be might, in procefs of 

C 2 time, 
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time, fwallow up all the feudal dependencies of 
his crown. 

By this treaty king Staniflaus renounced the 
kingdom, to which he had been twice ele&ed, 
and in the pofleJIion of which his friends could 
not preferve him. He retained the title of king.; 
but he wanted a more folid indemnity ; an indem- 
nity more advantageous to France thantohimfelf. 
Cardinal Fleury ieemed at that time contented 
with the duchy of Bar % which was yielded to 
Sianiflaus by the duke of Lorain, and the re- 
verfion to the crown of France : but the then 
reigning duke of Lorrain was not to yield up 
his duchy, till put in full pofTeffion of Tufcany* 
Thus the giving up Lorrain depended upon 
i many cafualties; and thus very little profit 
ar.ofe from the gr eateft fuccefs and moft favour- 
able conjunctures. The cardinal was encou- 
raged to make his own ufe of thefe advantages ; 
be demanded Lorrain upon the fame terms with 
the duchy of Bar, and he obtained it: it only 
£oft him a little ready money, and a penfion of 
four millions five hundred thoufand livres 
granted to Francis until the duchy of Tufcany 
ihould devolve to, him. Thus the reunion of 
Lorrain with France, which had before been (o 

,^mm ^— — — ^— ^^— * — ^—^— — ^i ii . i i I i ii ^— ■ ^ 

* The duchy of Bar, though but a poor equivalent for 
ihe crown of Poland, yields, neverthelefs, a considerable 
. revenue. It is furrounded now entirely by the French do- 
minions, but was formerly fubjeft to the dukes of Lorrain, 
and generally included within the limits of that duchy, un- 
- -til duke Charles III. wasdefpoiled of his territories in 163 j, 
by an edict of the parliament of Paris, and his dominions 
united to France in 1659, by an article in the treaty of the 
Pyrenees. 

often 
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dften tried in vain, was irrecoverably completed* 
By this proceeding a Polifh king was trans- 
planted into Lorrain, the reigning dukes of 
Lorrain were removed into Tuicany, and a fe- 
cond'fon of Spain mounted the throne of Na- 
ples. The medal of Trajan thus infcribed, 
Regrta affignatay ** kingdoms difpofed of," might 
have been renewed by France. 

The emperor Charles VI. thought he had 
gained considerably by this treaty : he had been 
labouring ever fince the year 1713 to engage all 
the ftates- of the empire, and the princes h'13 
neighbours, to guaranty the indivifible pofleffion 
of his hereditary dominions to hiseldeft daughter 
Maria Therefa, who had been married to the 
duke of Lorrain, grand duke of Tufcany, in- 
1736. The emperor hoped to fee his almoft 
expiring race revived in the perfon of his eldeft 
daughter's fon, which fon might preferve the 
patrimony of the houfe of Auftria, and rejoin it 
to the empire. With this view he had contri- 
buted to raife the elector of Saxony, who had 
married one of bis nieces,, to the throne of Po- 
land by force of arms ; and procured the gua- 
ranty of that famous a& of fuccenlon, entituledV 
The Caroline Pragmatic San&ion. It was gua- 
rantied by England, Holland, Ruflia, Denmark, 
and the ftates of the empire ; he even flattered 
himfelf that he fhould Qbtain an equivalent to 
a formal acceptation from the elector of Bavaria, 
which eledor was* on that 'account to inter- 
marry with his niece, daughter of the emperor 
Jofeph. In fhort, he thought he had fecured 
every thing, when be had obtained the gua- 
ranty of France; although prince Eugene, a 
little before his death, had told him he ought 
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to have an army of 200,000 foldiers, and no 
guaranty. 

He prefied the French miniftry, however, to 
affure, by treaty, the order eftablifhed in the 
Auftrian fucceffion \ and they confented. The 
elector of Bavaria, who imagined he had lawful 
claims upon the Auftrian fucceffion, in prejudice 
to Charles the Sixth's daughters, in treated alfo 
the protection of the court • of France, who 
was at that time of fufficient weight to fettle all 
their rights. That miniftry, in 1737* gave the 
emperor to underftand, that by this guaranty 
nothing was intended that could injure the pre- 
tentions of the houfe of Bavaria * and they, re- 
minded htm, that in 1 732, when he prevailed 
upon the (rates of the empire to accede to this 
Pragmatic SanQion, he had formally declared 
he would not prejudice the rights of any perfon 
whatever. They entreated him to do juftice 
to the houfe of Bavaria, and their remonftrances 
were for that time made in fecret. Thofe 
fparks, which were fo foon to caufe a moft 
dreadful combuftion, were now concealed be* 
ncath the embers* 

Ail the princes of Chriftendom were at peace, 
if we except the difputes juft kindling between 
Spain and England about their American com* 
mcrce. The court of France was ftill looked 
upon as the general arbitrator of Europe. 

The emperor, without confulting the em- 
fire, made war upon the Turks. It was un- 
fortunate to him ; but the mediation of France 
laved him on the very brink of the precipice to 
which he had been driven. Monf. Villcneuve, 
her amhaflador to the Port, went into Hun- 
gary, and in 1739 concluded a peace with the 

grand 
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grand vizier, of which his imperial majefty 
flood in much need. 

France aim oft at the fame time reftored 
peace to the republic of Genoa, menaced with 
a- civil war: fhe like wife fubdued and tempered 
the Corficans, who had thrown off the Genoefe 
ypke. The ifland of Corfica, which had long 
iince affumed the title of a kingdom, had fub- 
niitted, about the end of the thirteenth century, 
to the Genoefe ; a richer people, but lets nu- 
merous, and lefs warlike. The Corficans, who 
were always untra&able, were now in open. = 
rebellion, under pretence of their being op- 
prefled : their laft infurreftion had continued ■ 
ever fince 1725*. A German gentleman, a na- 
tive of the county of Marck, called Theodore 
deNeuhofF, having travelled all over Europe in 
fearch of adventures, chanced to be at Leghorn . 
in 1736: he held a correfpondence with the 
malecon tents, and offered them his fervtce. 
Being employed by them for that purpofe, he 
embarked for Tunis, and returned to Corfica 
with a reinforcement of arms, ammunition, and 
money \ whereupon he was declared king : he 
was crowned with a laurel wreath, acknow- 
ledged by the whole ifland, and carried on the 
war. The Genoefe fenate fet a price upon his 
head ; but being neither able to procure his af- 
fafiination, nor yet to reduce the Corficans, 
implored the emperor's protection r As this ap- 
peared a dangerous ftep, becaufe the emperor, 
looking upon himfelf as lord paramount of 
Italy, would have fet himfelf up as fupreme 
judge between Genoa and the rebels ; the fe- 
nate had then recourfe to France, who fent into 
that ifland fucceffiyely count de Boifiieux, and 
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the marquis it Maillebois, afterwards a marflial 
of France. Theodore * was driven out of 
the ifland, the malecontents quitted, at lead 
for a while, and all things were peaceably 
fettled. 

While France was interpofing her good of- 
fices between the Genoefe and Corficans, (he 
was doing the fame for Spain and England, 
who were juft embarking in a fea war, much 
more definitive than the claims about which 
they had Quarrelled were valuable. In 17359 
France had employed herfelf in fettling the dis- 
putes between Spain and Portugal ; none of her 
neighbours had any right to complain of her ; 
all nations looked upon her as their mediatrix 
and common parent. 

p n ii 1 M — m 1 ' .■- -■i n ■■ ■ i n ■ 1 1. ,., 

• Some years after, this unfortunate pcrfoa died, a pd- 
foaer (or debt, in one of tbe jails in London, leaving a 
juft flijm* 00 Uk ill- timed penury of tb* Blitifh 
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CHAP. II. 

The emperor Charles the Sixth dies : four powers 
difputefor the fucceffion. The queen of Hungary 

', acknowledged in her hereditary dominions. Silejta 
feized upon by the king of PruJJja. 

TN the month of Oflober 1740, the emperor 
-* Charles VL .died at the age of fifty-five. It 
13 neceflary for- princes, as the peace of their 
dominions depends upon their refpe&ivelives, 
to know* that this monarch's death was occa<» 
fiofted by over-eating himfelf at ai> entertain- 
ment. It was accident brought him to the 
grave, and reduced the empire to the brink of 
deftru&ion. As the death of the king of Po- 
land, Auguftus II. had caufed great difturb- 
ances* it is evident that of Charles VI. the 
laft prince of the houfe of Auftria, rouft have 
produced far- other revolutions. In the firft 
place, Italy, expected to become independent, 
a. ftate to whifch it had long afpired. Several 
principalities, which were looked upon as 
fiefs of the empire, difclaimed this fubje&ion. 
Rome efpecially, plundered by Charles V. fe- 
verely treated by his fucceflbrs, opprefled and 
fleeced by Jofepb, brother of Charles VI. now 
flattered herfelf with the hopes of being deli- 
vered from. the pretentions of the German em- 
perors, who, evef fince Otho I. have imagined 
themfelves fucceflbrs to the rights of the antient 
Caefars ; and indeed the German chancery looks 
upon the other kingdoms of Europe as pro- 
vinces fevered from the empire. In, their pra- 
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tocol they give the title of Majefty to no king 
whatever. 

The eleftor of Cologn ftiles bimfelf Chan- 
cellor of Italy, and the eledor of Triers af- 
fumes, the title of ChanceHor of Gaul. The 
German king, whom "they chufe at Frankfort, 
is declared King of the Romans, though he has 
not the fmalleu jurifdi&ion in Rome ; and he 
exads a tribute of all the provinces of Italy, 
when he has forces fufficient to compel the 
payment. Such a number of equivocal rights 
had been the fource of all the calamities and 
fubdudions Italy had Attained for the fpace of 
feven hundred years- h feemed, therefore,, 
probable, that the confufion into which Ger- 
many was in danger of being thrown by the 
death of Charles VI. would give to Italy that 
extenfive liberty of which the people were fe 
very ambitious. The new revolution, which 
every body forefaw wouM follow from the ex* 
tinAion'of th*e hoofe of Auftria, might not only 
annihilate the rights and the name of the Ro- 
man empire ; but it even appeared doubtful, 
•whether Germany was not likely to be divided 
betwixt feverai princes,, all fo potent, as to find 
it difficult to acknowledge a fupreme head, or 
at Icaft to leave that head poflefled of the fame 
authority as his predeceflbrs had enjoyed. 

It Teems, therefore, that the inheritance of 
the houfe of Auftria could not poffibly avoid 
being dMmembered. This inheritance confifted 
of Hungary and Bohemia, kingdoms which had 
long been elective, but were rendered heredi- 
tary by the Auftrian princes j of Auftrian Sua- 
•bia*, called Auftria Anterior; of the Upper and 
Lowsr Auftria, conquered in the thirteenth 
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century ; of Stiria, Carinthia, Carniola, Flan- 
ders, toe Burgaw, the Four Foreft Towns, the 
Brifgaw, Friuli, Tirol, tbeMilanfe, the duke- 
doms of Mantua and Parma. With regard to 
Naples and Sicily, thefe two kingdoms were 
pofiefled by Don Carlos. Maria Therefa, the 
eldeft daughter of Charles VI. founded her 
rights on the law of nature, which pointed out 
her being called to her paternal inheritance, and 
on the Pragmatic Sanftion, by which this law 
was confirmed, and on the gaarantee of fo > 
many princes. . 

Charles Albert, ele&or of Bavaria, demand- - 
ed the fucceffion by virtue of the will of- Fer- 
dinand, the firft brother to Charles V* By this • 
will, Ferdinand, in default of male iflue, named • 
his eldeft daughter the archduchefs Anne, wed- 
ded to a duke of Bavaria, heirefs to his domi- 
nions. From her the ele&or Charles was de- 
fcended ; and as there were no male heirs left 
of the houfe of Auftria, he claimed to inherit 
in right of his fourth anceftor. 

Rights of a more recent nature were all edged ^ 
by AuguftusIII. king of Poland and ele&or of 
Saxony : thefe were the rights of his wife, el- 
deft daughter of the emperor Jofeph,-the eWer • 
brother of Charles VI. If Maria Therefa look- 
ed upon the Pragmatic San&ion as a facred and i 
inviolable law, the archduchefs, queen .of Po- * 
land, had another Pragmatic San&ion previ- 
ously regulated in her favour by the father of 
Jofeph and of Charles. It had been fettled in . 
1703,. that the daughter of Jofeph fhould in- 
herit preferably to the daughter of the younger 
brother Charles VI. in cafe her two brothers ^ 
{hauld. die without male iflue. After Charles • 
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mounted the imperial throne, he aboliflied this ' 
fan&ion; therefore they* might fet that which 
he had made afide, after his death. His brother's 
daughters had been' in his power, nor did he 
marry them till he made them renounce* 
their rights : but a fenunciatioh of* fuch a na- 
ture mud be cohfidered as compulfive, and con* 
fequently illegal. , On every lidte they pleaded v 
rights of blood, teftamentary difpofitions, fa- 
mily compa&s, the laws of Germanyv and the* 
law of-nations* ^ 

The kins of Spain extended his pretentions- 
to the whole fuccefiion of the houfe of Auftria, 
deriving his right from a wife of Philip II.' 
daughter of the emperor Maximilian II. a prjn- 
cefs from whom Philip V. was defcended by the 
female line. It was indeed an extraordinary 
revolution in the affairs of Europe, to fee the 
houfe of Bourbon laying claim to the whole in- 
heritance of the -houfe of Auftria. Lewis XV. 
fright have pretended to this fucceffion by as 
juft a title as any other prince, fince he war 
defcended in a direft line from the eldeft male 
branch of the houfe of Auftria, by the wife of 
Lewis XIII. and likewife by the wife of Lewis 
XIV. but it was his bufinefs rather to act as air 
arbitrator and proteftor, than as a competitor ; 
for by that means he had it in his power to 
determirte the fate of this fucceffion, and of the 
imperial throne, in concert with one half of 
Europe) whereas, had he entered the lifts as 
a pretender, he would have had" alh Europe 
againft him. This caufe of fo many crowned 
heads was publifhed' by public memorials in 
every part of the Chriftian world ; there was 
iiot a prince, not hardly a private perfon, that 

did 
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did not intereft hhnfclf in the dlfputc ; and no* 
thing lefs was apprehended than a general war; 
But how greatly was human policy confounded} T 
when a (form jirofe from a quarter where no- 
body expeded it! 

In the beginning of this century, the empe* 
ror Leopold, availing himfeff* of the right 
which the German emperors had conftantly at- 
tributed to themfelves of creating kings, erect- 
ed Ducal Pruffia into* a kingdom in 1701, in 
-favour of Frederic- WHIiam, eledor of Bran«- 
denburg. At that- time Pruffia was only a large 
defert; but Frederic WiHianv II. its fecond 
king, purfued a plait- of* politics different from 
molt of the princes- of*his time : he fpent above 
rfive millions of-livres in clearing the lands that 
were incumbered with wood,- in building towns, 
and in filling them with inhabitants : he fent for 
families from Suabia and Franconia : he brought 
above fixteen thoufand men from Saltzburg, 
and furnifhed them wkh all neceffary imple- 
ments of labour.. In this manner, by forming 
a- new ftate, and by extraordinary ceconomy, 
he created, as it were, a power of another kind: 
he laid up conftantly about fixty thoufand Ger- 
man crowns, which, in a reign of twenty-eight 
years, amounted to an immenfe treafure : what 
he did not put into his- coffers, he fpent in raid- 
ing and maintaining of fourfcore thoufand men, 
whom he taught a new kind of difcipline, tho 9 
he did not employ them in the field : but his 
fon, Frederic III. made a proper ufe of his fa- 
ther's preparatives : every body knew that this 
young prince, having been in dhgrace in his 
father's reign, had devoted all his leifiire hows 

to 
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to the culture of bis mind, and to improving 
fhofe extraordinary talent* with which he had 
J>een blefled by nature* Thole talents, which 
indeed would have highly graced a private fub~ 
jejft, the public iaw and admired ; but neither 
his political nor military abilities were yet per- 
ceived $ to that the houfe of Auflria entertained 
no more diftruft of him,, -than of the late king 
of Pruffia. 

lie came to the crown three months before 
the fucceffion of the houfe of Auflria and of 
the empire was .open : be forefaw the general « 
confufion ; and* upon the emperor's deceafe, he 
did not lo(e a moment, but marched his army 
dire&ly into Silefia, one of the richeft pro- 
vinces whkh the daughter of. Charles VI. pot- - 
feffed in Germany. He laid claim to four du- 
chies, which his anceftors had formerly held by 
purchafes, or by family compacts. His prede- - 
ceffors had repeatedly and folemnly renounced 
all pretentions thereto* becaufe they were not • 
iff a condition to make them good; but, as the 
ptefent king had power in his hands, he was - 
refolvcd to reclaim them. 

France, Spain, Bavaria, and Saxony, were - 
all now bufy about the eledion of an emperor. 
The elector of Bavaria folicited France to procure 
htm at leaft a (hare of the Auftrian fuccefion. 
He pretended indeed a title to the whole inhe- 
ritance in his writings, but he. durft not de- 
mand the whole by his mini iters. Maria The* 
refa, however, the great duke of Tufcany's • 
fpoufe, took pofleflion immediately of all the 
dominions which had been left her by her fa- 
ther, and received the homages of (fee Aates of - 

Auflria » 
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at Vienna^on the (events of November 
1740. Bohemia* and die provinces of Italy, 
presented their testimonies of allegiance by their 
deputies. - But flie particularly gained the af- 
fections of the Hungarians by -confenting to 
take the anttent coronation oath of king An* 
drew II. made in i222r and couched in thefc 
terms :- " If I or any of my fucceflbrs {ball, at 
any time whatever, violate your privileges,' be 
k permitted, in virtue- of this premife, both to 
you and your descendants, to defend yourfelves, 
without being liable to be treated as rebels." 

The greater the averfion which the anceftor* 
of the archduchefs-queen had always (hewn to 
the performance of fucb engagements, the 
more this prudent- ftep endeared her to the 
Hungarians. This people, , who had fo often 
attempted to (hake off the Auftrfcm yoke, em- 
braced that of Maria Therefa ; and after they 
had been two hundred years engaged in fed£- 
tions, quarrels, and civil wars, they fuddenly 
began to adore their fovereign. The queen was 
not crowned till feme months after, which ce* 
remony was performed at Prefburg on the 
24th of June 1 741 ; yet her authority was not 
the lefs complete : (he had already gained the 
hearts of the whole /nation by that popular af- 
fability which her anceftors had feldom prac* 
tifed ; and the had laid afide that ceremonious 
and faftidious air, which is apt to render princes 
odious, without procuring them any greater 
iefpe&. Her aunt, the archduchefs, governed 
of the Netherlands, never admitted airy body to 
eat at her table ; the niece admitted to hers all 
her ladies -and officers of diftinftionj the depu- 
ties 
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ties of the ftates were at liberty freely to addreft 
her ;- (he never refufed audience, nor fuffered 
any body to depart from her discontented. 

Her nrft care was to fecure to the grand 
duke her hufband a partnerfhip of her crowns, 
under the name of co-regent, without dmU. 
nifhing her fovereignty, or violating the prag- 
matic fanftion. She- mentioned it to the ftates 
of Auftria the very day (he received their oath, 
and foon after (he compafled her defign. Thi* 
princefs flattered herfelf in thefe beginnings, 
that the dignities with which (he adorned the 
prince her hufband, would have fmoothed his 
way to the imperial throne ; but (he had no 
money, and her troops were greatly dimtnifhed 
and difperfed in. the different parts of herValk 
dominions. 

The king of Pruflia propofed to her, at firfty 
that (he lhouW yield the Lower Silefla to him } . 
and, in that cafe, he ofFered her his whole cre- 
dit, his affiftance, his arms, with five millions 
of French livres, and alfo to guaranty the re* 
mainder of her dominions, and to fettle the 
imperial crown upon her hufband. The moil 
experienced ftatefmen forefaw, that if the queen 
of Hungary refufed fuch offers, Germany muft 
be thrown into a total confufion ; but the 
blood of fo many emperors which flowed thro' 
the veins of this princefs, would not fuffer hei 
even to think of difmembering her patrimony: 
(he was • weak, but intrepid ; numbers of Au- 
itrians, who faw only the outward grandeur* 
hut not the imbecility, of the court of Vienna, 
haughtily pronounced, that the elector of Bran- 
denburg would be put under the ban of the 

empire 
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fefnpire in fix months. Even the minifters of 
this prince were frighted at the found of the 
Auftrian name ; but the king, who faw plainly 
that this power was- at that time no more than 
a name, and that the ftate in which Europe 
then was, would infallibly procure him allies* 
marched his army into Silefia in the month of 
December 1740: They wanted to put this de* 
vice on his ftandards, Pro Deo & Patria j but 
"he (truck out Pro Deo y faying, " That it was 
improper thus to intermix the name of God 
with the quarrels of men ; and that his difpute* 
was concerning a province, and aot concern* 
ing religion." He ordered the Roman eagle in> 
relievo to be fixed on the top of a gilded (raff, 
and borne before his regiment of guards, a ftep 
which carried with it the appearance of his be- 
ing neceilarily invincible. He harangued his* 
army, endeavouring in every refpeft to refem- 
ble the antient Romans. Entering Silefia, he 
made himfelf mailer of almoft the whole pro- 
vince of which they had refufed him a part j. 
but nothing as yet was decided. 

Marihal Neuperg marched an army of about 
twenty-four thoufand Auftrians to the relief of 
die invaded province; and the king of Pruffia^ 
found himfelf under a necefiity of coming to 
an engagement at Molwitz near the river Neifs- 
Then it was that the, Pruflian infantry (hewed 
what they were able to perform : the king's ca- 
valry, le& ftrong by half than the Auftrian*. 
was entirely broken - r the firft'line of his infan- 
try was taken in flank ; the battle was thought. 
to be loft ; all the king's baggage was pillaged,, 
and this prince, in danger of being taken, was 
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carried away by the croud that furroonded him : 
hut hi* fecond line of infantry fet every thing 
again to rights, by that unfhaken difcipline to 
which they are fo well accuftomed ; by their 
inceflant fire, which is at Jeaft five times re- 
peated in a minute, and by fixing their bayonets 
to their mufkets in a moment. They gained 
the viftory ; and this event became the figual . 
of an ufHverfalcombuftioji, 
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CHAP.. III. 

The king of Francs unites -with the kings ofPruJJia 
and Poland to advance Charles Albert, eledfor of 
Bavaria, to the imperial throne : that prince is 
declared a lieutenant general in the fervice of 
France : his eleSiion y his fuccefs, and very rapid 
loffes. 

TIT HEN the king of -Pruffia feized upon Si- 
* * lefia, all Europe imagined him in alli- 
ance with France. It was a miftake, which 
is often the cafe when we argue only from pro- 
babilities. The king of Pruffia hazarded a 
great deal j this was his own -acknowledgment: 
but he fprefaw that France would not let flip 
(o fair an opportunity of feconding him. IV 
was the apparent intereft of France to favour 
her old ally the elector of Bavaria, whofe fa- 
ther had formerly loft all by befriending her 
againft the houfe of Auftria. After the battle 
of Hochftet, this very Charles Albert, ele&or 
of Bavaria, then in his infancy, was made pri- 
soner by the Auftrians, who Gripped him even 
of his name of Bavaria. France found her ac- 
count in avenging him. It feemed eafy to pro- 
cure for him at one and the fame time the em- 
pire and a part of the Auftrian fucceffion. 
This was a ftep by which the new home of 
Auftria-Lorrain would be deprived of that fu- 
periority* which the- old one arfe&ed to have 
over the other princes of Europe; it alfo abo- 
lished the old rivalfhip fubfifting between the 
dependents of Bourbon and Auftria $. nay, it 

wa** 
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was doing more than ever Henry IV. or cardi*- 
nal Richelieu had hoped to compafs. 

This revolution, the foundation of whichr 
was not yet laid, was forefeen in the very be* 
ginning by Frederick IIL of Pruflia, on his 
fetting out for SilefiV. it is fo true, that he 
bad not concerted any meafiircs with cardinal 
Fleury, that the marquis deBeaveau, who was 
then at Berlin, whither he had been fent to 
compliment Frederick on his acceffion in the 
name of France, knew not, on the firft mo- 
tion of the Pruffian troops, whether they were 
deitined againft France or Auftria; King Frecle- 
rick faicHo him, on the point of his fetting our, » 
" I believe I am going to play your game; if 
I throw aces, we will divide.'* Thh was the* 
fole beginning of a negotiation then at a di- 
ftance. 

The French miniftry hefitated for fome time 
Cardinal Fleury, then in his eighty-fifth year, 
Was fearful of flaking his reputation, his old 1 
age, and his country, on the hazard of a new- 
war. The Pragmatic fandion, to which he- 
liad acceded, and authentically guarantied, re- 
strained him ; yet he might have been encou- 
raged to it by former treaties with Bavaria. It 
is certain, this war, at which they afterwards* 
ft> warmly inveighed, was loudly demanded by 
Paris ana Verfailles. I heard a man of great 
diftindion fay, " Cardinal Richelieu pulled* 
down the houfe of Auftria, and Cardinal Fleury 
will, if he can, ereft a new one." Thefe wordr 
were- carried to the minifter's ears, and piqued* 
him very fenfibly ; nor did he give up the grand 
jfeint, until he found it impoffiblc longer to* 
ppofe thtfe who were for carrying it into exe- 
cution*. 
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jcution. About the end, of- December, the car- 
dinal gave infiruflions. to the count de Belieifle 
.to prepare a. plan for negotiating in the empire 
the means of carrying on a war. to fix the elec- 
tor of Bavaria in the imperial throne, and fe- 
xure to him part of the Auftrian fucceffion. 
The count demanded eight days to confider of 
it, and then produced his fcheme, of which he 
caufed three copies to be made out, one of 
which was for the cardinal, another for the 
depofit of foreign-affairs, and the third for him- 
self. ' , 

If there could be any dependence on tbe.de- 
.ligns of men, never did the execution of any 
project appear more certain. The count, af- 
terwards duke de Belieifle, demanded, that be- 
fore the month of June fifty thou&nd French 
fhould have paffed the Rhine, and march to- 
wards the Danube. He infifted that in this 
.army there fhould be at teaft twenty thoufand 
cavalry. .He entered, as was always his cuf- 
: tom, into a Jong detail about the means of 
marching ani fnbmting thofe troops; and re- 
peated in every page,, that he would rather do 
. nothing than ^Jo things Jby halves They had 
near fix months to prepare for a. revolution,, 
which the king of Pruifia had already began in 
; the midft of winter. Saxony feemed difpofed 
to join with France and Pruflia ; the king of 
England, ele&or of Hanover, was to have 
been compelled to a neutrality by an army of 
forty tjiojifand men in ,readinefs to enter his 
German dominions on the. fide of Weftphalia ; 
while Belle ifie's army was .to have feconded 
, Saxony, Prqfiia, and Bavaria, by advancing to- 
wards -the Danube. The elector of Cologn 

alio 
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alfo attached himfelf to this intereft, being that 
of his brother, the intended emperor. The old 
eledor palatine, who ought to have obtained 
for his heirs the king of Pruffia's renunciation 
of his rights to the duchies of Julie rs and 
. Bergues, and this -under the protection of 
. France, was, more than all the reft, defirous 
of feeing Bavaria mount the imperial throne. 
Everything united to favour his election: he 
was to-be affifted in feizing upon Auftrian Sua- 
bia and Bohemia ; for the imperial dignity 
alone would have been worth but little. This 
alliance was to join Spain, in order to pur/Don 
Philip, fon of Philip V. and nearly related to 
Lewis XV. into pofieifion of Parma and the 
Milanefe. In a word, in, 1741 they wanted in 
a part of Europe^ as they had done in 1736, 
to make a partition of the empire. The fame 
thing had been-meditated by England and Hcl- 
Jand, conjunctively with France, feme time 
before the death -of Charles' II. king of Spain. . 
Marflial Beileifle was fent to the king of 
Pruffia's camp at Frankforjt, and to Drefden, to 
fettle the vaft projects which, from the concur- 
rence of fo many princes, feemed infallible. 
He in every thing agreed with that auguft mo- 
narch, who, writing of him, fays, 4< He never 
faw an abler man, whether in council or the 
field." He went from him into. Saxony, arid 
gained there fuch an afcendency over the kiog 
of Poland, elector of Saxony, that he marched 
his troops before the figning of the treaty. 
The marfhal negotiated every where in Ger- 
many ; he was the life and foul of that body* 
which was concerting means of beftowing em- 
pire and hereditary honours upon a prince who 
"6 could 
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could do nothing of himfelf. France gave at 
00c and the fame time to the eledor of Bava- 
ria money, allies, votes, and armiet. He had 
promifed twenty-eight dtoufand of his own 
troops, yet could -fcarcdy furaifb twelve thou«t 
fand, though affifted with French money. The 
king fent the army be had promifed him ; and 
by letters patent created him his general, whom 
he was about to give as head to the empire. 

Theeleftor of Bavaria, thus ffaengthened* 
eafily penetrated, into Auftsia, while Maria 
Therein was fcarcely able to oppofe the king of 
Pruf&a* 'He foon made himfelf matter of raf* 
fau, an imperial .city governed by its bifhop: 
This place separates the .Upper Auftria front 
Bavaria* He advanced as far as Lintx, the 
capital of Higher Auftria, and' (bote of Ms par* 
ties ikirmifhed within three leagues of Vienna. 
The alarm fpread, and . threw that city into 
eonfufion ; they prepared as quickly as pofSMe 
agaififtafieges one whole fuburb, and a palace 
bordering upon the fortifications, were entirely 
. deftroycd ; the Danube was covered with vefTels 
. laden with valuable efFefts, which were remov- 
ing to places of greater fecurity. The elefior 
of Bavaria even fent a fummons to count 
Khevenhuller, governor of Vienna. ♦ 

England and Holland were at that time far 
from holding in their hands that ballance to 
which they had fo long pretended. The ftates 
general viewed in fiience marfhal Maillebois's 
army, which was then in Weftphalia ; as did 
alfo the king of England, who was in feme' 
fears for the fafety of his Hanoverian domi- 
nions, where he then refided. He had raifed 
twenty-five thousand men to fuccouf Maria 

Thcrefa* 
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Therefa ; and at the head of this very army* 
en lifted purpofely to aflift, he was obliged to 
abandon her, and fign . a treaty of neutrality* 
His domeftics were furnifhed with paffports for 
themfelves and their equipages by the French 
general to carry them to London, whither the 
king himfelf returned by the way of Weftpha- 
)ia and Holland. Not one of the princes, whe- 
ther within the empire or without, at this time 
fupported that Pragmatic San&ion, which fo 
many of them had guarantied". Vienna > poorly 
fortified on that fide where it was threatened, 
could not have held out long. Thofe who 
were beft acquainted with Germany, and ihe 
ftate of public affairs, looked upon the taking 
of Vienna, as a certainty ; whereby the affift- 
ance which Maria Therefa might otherwife 
have drawn from the Hungarians, would have 
been cut offi her dominions laid entirely open 
to the arms of the conqueror, all claims fet- 
tled, and peace:ieftored to the empire, and ta 
Europe. 

This princefs feeaied to grow more and more 
courageous in proportion as her. ruin feemed 
to be inevitable, She had quitted Vienna, and 
threw herfelf into the arms of the Hungarians, 
whom her father and anceftors had treated with 
fo much feverity. Having aflembled the four 
orders of the ftate. at Prefburg, ihe appeared in 
the midft of. them, holding in her arms her 
eldeft fon, toho was yet in his cradle,- and ad- 
dreffing them in Latin, a language in which 
{he exprefled herfelf perfe&ly well, fpoke 
nearly in thefe words : " Forfaken by my 
friends, persecuted by my enemies, attacked by 
my neareft relations, I have no refource but in 

your 
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your fidelity, your courage, and my own con- 
stancy ; to your truft I fur render the daughter 
and Ton of your kings, who from you expect 
their fafety." All the palatines, faftened, yet 
animated by this fhort fpeecb, drew their fi- 
bres, crying out at the fame inftant, " Let us 
die for our king Maria Therefa." Proregens/ir* 
Maria Thenfa morianmr. They always give 
the title of king to their queen ; and never, in 
fact, did princefs better deferve that title. They 
ihed tears in taking the oath to defend her ; 
her eyes alone were dry : but when (he with- 
drew with her maids of honour, thofe tears, 
which the greatnefs of her foul had hitherto 
fupprefled, burft from her in abundance. She 
was at that time with child, and had written, 
not long before, to her mother-in-law* the 
duchefs of Lorrain, thefe words, " I as yet 
know' not whether I {hall have a fingle town 
left, wherein to be brought to-bed." 

In this condition {he excited the zeal of the 
Hungarians ; England and Holland roufed in 
her behalf arid fupplied her with money; {he 
cdrrefponded all through the empire ; negoti- 
ated with the king of Sardinia, while her pro- 
vinces furnifhed her with foldiers. 

The whole kingdom of England was wanned 
in her favour : the Englifh are not a pebple 
who wait to know their fovereign's opinion be- 
fore they form theirs. A free gift for that' 
princefs was propofed by fome private perfons. 
The duchefs of Marlborough, relic) of that 
duke who had fought for Charles VI. aflembled 
the principal ladies of London, whom {he in- 
duced to advance for this caufe an hundred 

D thoufand 
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thousand pounds fterling, forty thoufand of 
-which ftie laid down herfelf. *The queen of 
Hungary had the firmnefs to decline accepting 
of the money thus generoufly ofFered, and to 
wait for fuch films as might be granted to her 
by the nation in parliament aflembled. It was 
generally believed that the vi&orious armies of 
Prance and Bavaria would have advanced to the 
ftege of Vienna. It is the opinion of the king 
of Pruflia, that what the enemy fears fhould 
always be carried into execution. This fiege 
was, howeveis not undertaken, and the enemy 
turned oft' towards Bohemia ; perhaps it was 
)>ecaufe the feafon appeared too far advanced, 
or becaufe irwas intended topreferve a balance 
of power between the houfes of Bavaria and 
Auftria, by leaving Vienna and Hungary to the 
one, and the remainder of the German poflef- 
iions to the other. 

The French army, commanded by the dec- 
tor of Bavaria, and ftrengthened with twenty 
thoufand Saxons, marched towards Prague in 
the month of November 1741 ; and count 
Maurice of Saxony, natural brother to the king 
of Poland, took tbe place by efcalade. This 
general, who inherited from his father his wry 
extraordinary bodily ftrength, as well as all his 
valour and fweetnefs of temper, was moreover 
endued with the greateft talents for war. From 
his reputation only, he was, by the unanimous 
voice of the people, el eft fed duke of Courland : 
but Ruflia, having deprived him of the benefit 
of an ele&ion, to which he was prefented by 
a whole province, he confoled himfelf in the 
Service of France, and the fecial pleafurea of a 

nation. 
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nation, which was not as yet fufliciently ac- 
quainted with bis merit *. . 

To form a proper idea of count Saxe's cha- 
racter, whofe name will be delivered down tc* 
lateft pofterity, it is fuificient to obferve, that, 
being ace u fed to the king of Pruffia at this 
time of engaging in thofe petty difputes, which 
dlmoft always divide the generals of the allied 
armies, he anfwered the charge In thefe words, 
addrefled to general Schmittau : *' Thofe whp 
ere acquainted with me, know that it is more 
my talent to break a lance in the field, than 
fpin intrigues in a clofet.'\ 

It was neceflary that Prague fhould be taken 
in a few days, or the enterprize abandoned. 
They were in want of provifions ; "the feafon 
was far advanced 5 .and the town, though but 
poorly fortified, could eafily refrft the firft at- 
tacks. General Ogilvy, an Irifhman by birth', 
commanded in the place, where he had a gar- 
rifon of three thou fa nd men. The grand duke 
of Tufcany marched with an army of thirty 
thoufand men to its relief, November 25. He 
was already within five leagues of it, when thfe 
fame night the French and Saxons made an af- 
fault upon the town. They made two attack's 
on one fide, under cover of a defperate fire from 



* The letter written by Maurice on this occafion to the 
king; his father, who infilled upon his relinquishing his 
•claim to Courland, notwithstanding he had been for- 
mally ele&ed by the people, refieQs" equal honour upon his 
filial duty, his fpirit, and his magnanimity. At all events 
he refuled to abdicate, unlcfs his fubjt&s would abfolye 
him from the oath he had taken ,to prote& them ; and 
offered to (land the (hacks of the whole Ruffian empire, 
rathw than fofftr the leaftblemifh upon his honour, 
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their art'dlcry, whereby the whole garrifon was 
-drawn thither. In the mean time, count 
Saxe filently applied a ladder to the ramparts 
of the New Town, in a part very diftant from 
the general fcene of a&ion ; and the ladder not 
being long enough, they were obliged to make 
up the deficiency with hand-barrows. The 
fiifl man that mounted was Monf. Cheverr, 
then lieutenant-colonel of the regiment of 
Beauce : he was followed by marfhal Broglio's 
eldeft fon. They reached the ramparts, and 
found only one centinel at fome di fiance $ 
crowds fcon followed their example, and they 
made themfelves mafter of the place. The 
whole garrifon laid down their arms; and 
Ogilvy, with his three thoufand men, furren- 
xtered prifoners of war. Count Saxe faved the 
town from being pillaged ; and what was very 
^extraordinary, is, that the conquerors and the 
conquered were mixed together pell-mell for 
.three days : French, Saxons, Bavarians, and 
.Bohemians, walked the itreets in common, 
without diftirwSlion, or the (bedding a (ingle 
<irop of blood. 

The elector of Bavaria, who was juft come 
to the camp, wrote to the king an account of 
this fuccefs in fuch terms as a general would ad- 
drefs to the prince whofe armies he commanded. 
He made his public entry into the capital of 
Bohemia the fame day on which it was taken, 
and was crowned in the month of December. 
In the mean time the grand duke, finding fub- 
(ifrence fail in the quarters which he occupied, 
retired to the fouthern part of the province, 
and left the command of his army to his brother 
prince Charles of Lorrain. While thefe things 

were 
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were in agitation, the king of Pruffia made 
hUnfelf mafter of Moravia, a province lying 
between Bohemia, and Silefia; fo that Maria} 
Therefa feemed every-where loft : her compe- 
titor had been crowned archduke of Auftria aft 
Lintz : he t had been lately crowned king of 
Bohemia at Prague j from whence he went to 
Frankfort, and there was raifed. to the imperial 
throne under the name of Charles VII. All 
the ele&ors* had put a negative upon the vote 
pf Bohemia in crlufing an emperor, while that 
province remained to the queen of Hungary,, 
pretending, it was not what a woman had a 
right to. The eledor of Bavaria, now mafter' 
of Prague, might have availed himfelf of it ; 
but being under no neceffity of fo doing, fuf- 
fered it to lie dormant. 

„ Marfhal Belleiile, who had followed hint 
from Prague to Frankfort, appeared rather as 
one of the principal electors than the am- 
baftador of France : he had managed all the 
votes, and directed every negotiation: he re- 
ceived all the honours due to the reprefentative 
of a king, who had given away the imperial 
crown. The eledor of Mentz, who prefides 
at the election, gave him the right-hand in hia 
own palace : the ambaflador paid that compli- 
ment to electors. only* taking place of all the 
other princes. His full inftrudions were Tent 
to the German chancery in French, though it 
had heretofore required thofe pieces to be pre*- 
fented in the Latin tongue, as being the propcf 
language of a government which aflumes the 
title and denomination of the Roman Empire* 
Charles Albert was elected in the moft tranqui} 
and folemn manner on the 4th of January,, 

D 3 1743U 
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1742. One would have thought him covered 
with glory, and at the fummit of happinefs ; 
but the fcene changed foon, and his very eleva- 
tion rendered hi is one of the moft unfortunate 
princes upon earth. 

The fault that had been committed by not 
providing a fufflcient number of cavalry, began 
now to be felt. Marftral Belleifle fay fick at 
Frankfort ; and coirid not befides, at the fame 
time, condtift negotiations, and command an 
army at a dtftante. A mifunderftanding began 
t*> gain grourtd among the ajlies ; the Saxons 
complained mueh of the Pruiftans ; the latter 
fcompVmed of the French ; and thty preferred 
complaints in their turn. 
- Maria Therefa was principally fupported by 
her own magnanimity, and by the money of 
England* Holland, and Venice ; by loans ia 
Flanders ; but, above all, by the defperate ar- 
tfour of her troops, Which fhe aflembled from 
till' quarters- The French army was deftroy- 
rd by fatigue, ficknefs, and defertion: and 
Was with difficulty recruited. The French 
did not 4irid the feme fortune as Guftavus 
AdolphuS, who opened his campaign iit Ger- 
many with lefs than ten thou (and men; yet 
in a (hort time found his forces encreafed to 
thirty thoufand, augmenting them in propor- 
tion as he advanced *• 

The French army, which, on Its "entering 
Bohemia, fhould have amounted to forty-five 
thoufand men, confided, on its leaving France, 

• The SwedUh army under Guftaru* Adolfrtnis atnooot* 
id to »6,eoe> horfe and loot when be firll landed in Ccr- 

Of 
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of not more than thirty-two thouiand, and ir\ 
this number there was but eight thoufaud ca- 
valry, whereas there ought to have been twenty 
thoufand. Every day then weakened the French 
and strengthened the Auftrian forces. Prince; 
Charles of Lorrain, brother to the grand duke, 
was in the heart of Bohemia at the head of 
thirty- five thoufand efteftivi men j and every 
where favoured by the inhabitants. He commenc- 
ed a defenfive war very fuccefsfully, keeping the 
enemy in a ftaie of continual alarm, by cutting 
off their comoyr, andharaffing them perpetually 
on every hand with crouds of Hufiars,Croats,Pan- 
dours, and Talpaches. The Pandours are Scla- 
vonians, inhabiting the banks of the Drave an(fr 
the Save: they wear a loag garment, and in 
their girdles flick feveral piftols, a fabre, and a 
poignard. The Talpaches are Hungarian in- 
tantry, armed with a fufee, two piftols, and 
a fabre. The Croats, cabled in France Cravates 9 
are the -militia of Croatia. The huflars are 
Hungarian cavalry mounted upon fmall horfes, 
which are very light and hardy : they cut off 
pofts that are weak, and not properly fupported 
by cavalry, which was every where the cafe 
of the troops of France and Bavaria. The 
eledor of Bavaria thought a fmall number of 
troops enough to preferve a vaft extent of coun- 
try, which he did not fuppofe the emprefs queen 
in ci rcumftan qes to retake. It is eafy to con- 
demn the operations o( war when they are un- 
fortunate; but thefe misfortunes are feldom 
forefeen : yet, for a long time pad, Marfhal 
Belleiflehad foretold them in all his letters from 
Frankfort. 

D 4 " They 



5,6 The H I S T O R Y of 

** They have left troops, faid he, in the Up- 
per Auftria, which will be infallibly cut off." 
He wrote thus to'Monf. Breteuil, then fecre- 
taryof ftate in the war- department, the 17th 
of December, 174.1 : "I cannot help dwelling 
on this important fubjec~r : I aflure you that the 
misfortune which I have fo long forefeen, wilt 
inevitably happen : the fir ft fource of our mis- 
fortunes muft arife from the mixture of nations 
among our foldicry, and their being fcattered/* 
The marfhal falling frclc at Frankfort about the 
end of November, took immediate care to write 
to court, that it was neceffary to fend another 
general to take upon him the command of the 
armies. On the 8th of December, marfhal 
Broglio, an old officer, bred under marfhal Vil- 
lars, and celebrated for many brave actions, (et 
out for Strafburgh. On his arrival in Bohemia, 
he found the conquerors em bar a/Ted with their 
acquifitions, and the Auftrians poffefled of all 
the pofts in the fouthern parts of Bohemia. Up- 
per Auftria was guarded only by fifteen thou- 
sand Bavarians and eight or nine thou fa nd 
French. Count Khevenhuller, governor of Vi- 
enna, appeared fuddenly in thole quarters with 
garrifons drawn from fuch towns as he left be- 
hind him, the troops recalled from Italy, and 
twenty thousand Hungarians. Lieutenant-ge- 
neral count de Segur was then at Lintz, an open 
town into which the elector of Bavaria had 
thrown about eight thoufand men *. General 

•, Liotx is far from being in open town t it if the capi- 
tal of Higher Auftria, defended on the one fide by the Da- 
nube, and on the other by a ftrong citadel, in. which the 
emperors have fometimes fought refuge againft the Turks. 
Geographers take it to be the antient Ge/odutmm. 

Khevenhuller 
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Khevenhuller advanced with thirty thoufand 
fighting men under command of the grand 
duke* Segur's only refource was then to retire;. 
but the ele&or had commanded him to defend 
, a poft, which it was not poffible for him to 
. maintain. He baricadoed the place, and pre- 
, pared to refill the molt vigorous affaults, hop- 
ing, on the other hand, that forae diverfion 
would be made by the Bavarians ; but the latter 
were defeated and difperfed; and, inftead of 
fuccouring Lintz, they loft Scharding. 
' The grand dukeiiow appeared in perfon be- 
fore Lintz, and fummoned the French to fur- 
render prisoners of war : on their refufal, he 
caufed his troops to enter the place fword iii 
hand, and burned down a part of one of his 
own towns, to bury the French in its ruins. 
Monf. Duchatel, a lieutenant-general, who 
died lately with the higheft d^afa&er for valour, 
probity, and fpirit, came to treat with him oa 
the part of the befieged. The grand duke in- 
lifted on their furrendering pri (oners of war. 
44 Well then," faid Duchatel, <c fince this is 
your refokit ion, begin again to burn the town, 
and we will begin to fire." The prince wast 
foftened,. and allowed them to retire with the 
honours of war, on condition they did not ferve 
again for a year. 

The Hungarians, after this firft fuccefs, itn r 
mediately advanced, and retook Paflau. They 
fpread themfelves over Bavaria on the Auftrianv 
fide $ while the Auftrians entered it on* the 
fide of Tirol,* and laid all wafte from one end 
to the other* A partizan named Mentzel* 
known only by his brutality and depredations* 
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appeared fuddenly before Munich with his htif- 
fars, and the capital of Bavaria furrendered to 
his fummons. All thefe events followed rapidly 
each other, while the French prepared at Frank- 
fort for the coronation of the elector of Bavaria. 
In ihort, the very day he was eleded emperor, 
he received the account of the lofs of Lintz ; 
and was foon convinced, that he was left with- 
out capital or dominion. 
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CHAP. IV. 

5X* relation of the emperor Charles VlhVs m\f- 
fortunes continued. < The battle of Sakay. we 
French are forfaken bj the Prumans, and after- 
wards by the Saxons. Marjbat Maillebois army ' 
make a fruitlefs march into Bckcmia. Marjhal 
BeUei/Je preserves the army at Prague. 

T^ORTUNE now declared herfelf as much 
* an enemy to the Bavarian emperor in Bo- 
hemia, as in Upper Auftria and Bavaria : the 
afpe& of things was the more melancholy in 
three months time, becaufe his affairs in Bo- 
hemia looked well ; and, from the fuperiority 
of his all its, there was great probability of their 
being able to re (lore him to his dominions ; for 
on the one fide count Saxe had taken Egra, 
and thus the two extreme boundaries of Bohe- 
mia were maintained ; on the other, Prince 
Charles, having given battle to the king of 
Pruf&a near Czaflaw in the heart of Bohemia > 
into which he had penetrated with his army,, 
was totally defeated. 

The Saxons were alfo in a condition to fe- 
cond the king, and to affift in preferring the 
conquefts which had been made for the common 
caule by the French armies conjunctly with 
them. In the midft of thefe apparent advan- 
tages, marfhal Belleifle, being recovered from 
his indifpofition, h aliened to the French army 
at Frankfort, commanded by marfhal Brogixo, 
and encountered the Auftrians at Sahay, near 
Frauemberg, on the road to Prague. Thefe 
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two generals differed in opinion, but were re- 
united by their zeal for the fervice. They lay 
that night on a mattrafs, and on the fucceed- 
ing day fought one of the moft (harp and glo- 
rious battles that had been known during the 
whole war, if glory may be faid to be annexed 
to fmall events, happily conducted, and boldly 
fupported, as well as to more decifive a&ions. 
Six hundred carabineers and three hundred dra- 

foons, led by the marquis de Mirepoix and the 
uke de Chevreufe, attacked and routed a body 
of two thoufand five hundred cuiraffiers, com- 
manded by prince Lobkowitz, though they 
were advantageoufly pofted, and made a gallant 
defence. The duke de Chevreufe was wounded 
in three places. The duke de Broglio and all 
the officers gave to the foldiery a noble exam- 
ple, particularly M. de Malefic ux, major of the 
carabineers, who drew them up in a mannerthat 
contributed much to the fuccefs of the day* The 
count de Berenger, at the head of the brigade 
of Navarre, did very fignal fervice. This was 
not a great battle, but rather a trial of /kill be- 
tween the French and the Auftrian generals, in 
which each combatant (hewed prodigies of va- 
lour; and if it could not give great fuperiority 
to the French arms, it might at leaft have en- 
hanced their reputation*;: but it was to no pur- 
pofe ; and they fhould have forefeen, that, not- 
withstanding all their apparent fuccefs, the pit 
was dug into which they were ready to fall. 

The king of Pruflia, diflatisfied with marfhal 
Broglio, wYote to him a very haughty letter 
after the battle of Czaflaw ; and added, with 
his, own hand, this poftfeript : " I am quit 
with bay allies j for my troops have juft obtained 

a complete 
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a complete vi&ory : it is your duty to make the 
bed ufe of it out of band, otherwife you may 
be refponfible for it to your allies." 

It is fcarcely poffible to comprehend what he 
means by thofe words: " I am quit .with my 
allies." Marfhal Broglio, in writing home to 
the prime-roinifter, obferves, that the king 
of Pruflia might have exprefled bimfelf more 
obligingly ; but that he did not underftand 
French : he understood it well, and his mean* 
ing was clear. 

This monarch remained ina&ive after his 
yi&ory at Czaflaw, and they could not conceive 
what his condu& imported. No advantages 
were reaped from the little affair at Sahay, and 
at length fubfiftence began to fail. There are 
inftances in which the too great diftance of a 
magazine, or the fcarcity of one article of pro- 
vifions, may occafion the lofs of a kingdom. 
The arrival of the recruits expe&ed from France 
was too late. The troops under marfhal Brog- 
lio were fo much diminifhed, that only twelve 
tboufand men could be muttered at a review of 
forty-fix battalions, which ought to have 
amounted to thirty tboufand men. 

The reft of the army was fcattered ; while 
prince Charles of Lorrain, and prince Lobko- 
witz, reunited their forces. To add to the 
misfortune, there was but little agreement be- 
tween the French generals, as well as between 
thofe of the allies. Had the Prulfians afted 
conjunctly with the French and Saxons, it is 
certain, that being pofleffed of Prague, Egra, 
and all the Northern Bohemia, victorious at 
Czaflaw and Sahay, they might have remained 
matters of Bohemia* Manhal Belleifle, to 

whom 
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whom the king of Pruffia wrote daily with the 
mrift entire confidence, and rather like a friend 
than a king, waited upon that monarch in Jus 
camp, on the 5th of June, in order to concert 
with hirn what was to be done for the common 
caufe. The king fpoke thus to him: " I give 
you warning that prince Charles h advancing 
towards marfhal Broglio ; and that if proper 
advantages are not drawn from the affair at 
Sahay, 1 fhall make a feparate peace for my- 
felf." In a word, a treaty between him and 
the queen of Hungary had been for near a year 
on the point of conclusion; the negotiations had 
been renewed at Breflau and the Hague ; the 
articles were at length fettled, and nothing was 
wanting but to fign them. The only and beft 
method of preferring an ally, is to be always 
ftrong enough to do without him 5 but marfhai 
Broglio's army was fo far from being in this 
happy fituation, that it daily decreafed by fick- 
neis and defertion. 

They were forced to abandon all their pods, 
one after another; they daily loft their provi- 
fions and' ammunition, of which part was pil- 
laged by our own foidtere, and part carried off 
by the enemy. Prince Charles pafied the Mol- 
daw, in pursuit of a body of troops under mon- 
fieur d'Aubigne, who retreated in difordcr ; he 
followed the French to Thein, to Pifeck, and 
from Pifeck to Pilfen, and thence to Beraun : 
thefe retreats coft the French at leaft as many 
men as a battle, and befides contributed to 
difpirit the troops. They were perpetually 
harafled in their precipitate marches by the 
hufiars, their baggage pillaged, and every 
Frenchman that chanced to ftray from bis 

corps 
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corps was maffaered without mercy. During 
this diforder of fo many detached bodies every 
.where flying before the enemy, marfhal Brogiio 
fared his army by making a refolote ftand 
againft the amy of prince Charles, with about 
ten thoufand men, by patting a deep river be- 
tween them, dealing a march, and, at length, 
having college*) aril his forces, retiring towards 
Prague. This manoeuvre was admirable, but did 
not at all reftore his affairs. During the time 
that he was making fo many efforts to prevent 
his being cut oft* by the united armies of prince 
Charles of Lorrain and prince Lobkowitz, he 
was abandoned by the king of Pruffia. The 
fxrft difgraces of the French arms in Bavaria 
and Bohemia gave rife to the treaty, the latter 
occafioned its being figned on the nth of June 
1 742. The king of Pruffia had, at a very pro- 
per opportunity, taken up arms to make an 
eafy conqueft of Sitefia ; and he was now wil- 
ling, at as proper a time, to lay them down, in 
order to keep the largeft and richeft part of 
that province as far as the river Neifs. 

The queen of Hungary, who, fifteen months 

before, might have prevented the war, and put 

the imperial crown upon the head of her huf- 

band, befides being fupplied with troops and 

money at the king of Prufla's expenoe, by only 

givMg up a part of chat province, nOw -thought 

fcerfelf very happy in ceding to Pruffia much 

more than he had then demanded, and got nb- 

. tiring in return. She alfo parted with the. 

county of Giatz to him ; and if fhe did not fe- 

cure him as an ally, (he was, however, for 

Come time freed from a formidable opponent. 

The 
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The emperor was abandoned by this treaty, 
and not the flighted mention made of France. 
Saxony, by one of the articles of peace, was 
to be comprized therein, provided that their 
forces feparated from the French within fixteen 
days, reckoning from the time of figning the 
treaty. 

Tne Saxon army withdrew long before the 
ftipulated term. The French remained alone 
the protestors of the emperor, and were the 
only troops expofed to danger. His only afy- 
lum was Frankfort, where he had been crown- 
ed. In vain did marfhal Belleifle, though in a 
bad fUte of health", poft from the Pruffian camp 
to the court of Drefden ; in vain did marfhal 
Broglio aflemble his troops, considerably re* 
cruited : there was but little fubordination in 
his army j they faw themfelves in a ftrange 
country, without allies or affiftance ; they had 
prince Charles to contend with, who com- 
manded a fuperior army, and was beloved by 
his people. The advantage of fpeaking the 
lane uage of the country in which a war is car- 
ried on is alfo very great $ they receive quicker 
intelligence, and oftener. The national troops 
are favoured always, and foreigners betrayed. 
There was alfo another inconvenience, which 
is alone fufficient to deftroy an army, and even 
a ftate. Marfhal jJelleifle, who arrived about 
the end of June from Drefden at Prague, hid 
a commiffion as general in Bohemia; and mar- 
fhal Broglio, who* at Prague, had under him 
part of the battalions deftined for Bavaria, in- 
filled on keeping the chief command, as his 
right, being the oldeft marfhal. Thus, here 
were two generals, and the principal officers 

did 
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did not know which they were to obey. Car- 
dinal Fleury continued marfhal Belleifle in the 
command. The king's fervice did not, how- 
ever, fuficrfrom things remaining in this dan- 
gerous and doubtful fituation, which is yet 
more rare than this divifion of authority. 

The French, deferted as they were, faw 
themfeives ftill poflefled of the moil important 
place of all their conquefts. But while Bohe- 
mia was the theatre of thefe revolutions, the 
Hungarians lived in the capital of Bavaria, of 
which they were matters, with all the licen- 
tioufnefs and cruelty of an unbridled foldiery. 
The town was ranfomed ; yet the neighbour- 
ing villages were ravaged, and the people re- 
duced to a ftate of defperation. The king^ of 
France did not abandon the emperor; he main- 
tained him in poflefSon of Prague and Egra ; 
the duke of Harcourt, with fifteen thoufand 
men, advanced to fuccour Bohemia ; this di- 
verfion proved, for a very fhort while, the de- 
liverance of Munich. 

The Auftrian general Khevenhuller having 
drawn together his forces, marched out of Mu- 
nich, even fo foon as the month of April. The 
inhabitants, who' were highly incenfed againft 
them, rofe upon and flew feveral of them at 
the' very inftant of their quitting the place ; 
then fhut the gates, though it was almoft ail 
open town, and entrenched themfeives. But, 
in a few days afterwards^ they were obliged td 
furrender for the fecond time, and to give up 
their arms. This coft feveral of the citizens 
their lives, who were flain by the Pandours ; 
others faved themfeives by facrificing part of 
their private property. The Bavarian troops* 

were 
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wer* always beaten; the duke of Harcourtv 
with great difficulty, maintained himfelf on the, 
banks of the Danube, againft a fuperior enemy v 
The eyes of all Europe were now turned upon 
Prague > the two French marshals being rein- 
forced, had got together in the town, or under 
the walls, alter fo many difafters, twenty-eight 
thoufcnd men* June 27, 1742, prince Charley 
of Lor rain appeared before the place, with 
forty-five thou land men, befides eighteen thou T 
fond Hungarians under general Feflitits, who- 
advanced to him from Silefia, where they had 
been before employed, and whom the peace 

4 with the king of Pruffia left at liberty to -march 
wherever their fovereign's fervice required. 

An. army of fixty thoufand fohring men had 
never before been feen laying fiege to one of 
twenty-eight thoufend ; hue the more numerous 
the garriihn* and the more populous the town,, 
the greater reafon was there to expe& that provi* 
fions and ammunition ihould fail. The queen, 
left nothing undone which (he thought might 
Contribute to the re taking of her capital* She 
gave all the horfes. in her liable to v draw tb$ 

( artillery and {tores: her example w?s followed 
by her nobles, and they paid the waggoners* 
for theirs in ready money. The hope of this- 
court feerned to rife in proportion as (he was 
fxhaufted. 

The queen had made up an Amazonian 
flreis, in yvhich ihe propofed 40 enter Prague 
on horfe-back, at the head of her vi&orious 
army ; nay, fo fure were they through all hep 
dominions, that Prague^muft in a ihort time be- 
taken, that an Auftrian general in the Low 
Countries fern a fcrvajnt fromBzuflels to Prague, 

oa 
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on purpofc that he might bring him the earlieft 
accpunt of the furrender of the place. 

The French minifter ordered marfkal Belleifle 
to offer to evacuate the place to the Auftrians, 
provided that all the French troops in Bohemia 
were permitted to withdraw; and that, on the 
other hand, all the Auftrian troops fhoirid re- 
tire out of Bavaria. This prbpofirron feemed 
the preliminary of a general peace : but it was* 
far from being agreed to by the befiegefs ; fof 
at their fecond conference, marfhal Konigfegg 
declared to marfhal BeMeifle, that the queen his 
iniftrefs abfolutely hoped to make the whole 
French army prifoners of war. In Prague 
every thing began to fail but courage : about 
fhe end of July meat fold there for fourlivrea a 
pound*; horfe-flefh was eaten at the very beft 
tables y and, thro' fcarcity of fofage, they were 
forced to kill or abandon upwards- of four- 
teen thoufand horfes* to the enemy. The dukes 
of Biron, Chevreufe, Luxemjburgh, Boufllers, 
Fleury, count Clermont deTonneir, brigadier 
general of horfe, M. deSechefles, intendant of 
tfhe arrhy, font their plafte to the mintof Prague 
io be coined for the fiibfiftcnce of the officers 
and fbldiers. 

It was the unhappy fete of the French at 
Prague to find themfelves far diftant from their 
own country, among a people to whofe Ian-* 
guage they were ftrangers, and by Whom they 
were hated ; tb be expofed to every kind of 
neceffity, without any cfertainty : of afliftance, 
and to have no other fbbje<ft of convention 
than pall miftakes and prefent dangers. One 
hundred pieces of cannon, and thirty-fix mor- 
tars, were fired upon their entrenchments $ but 

the 
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the Auftrians, not having one good engineer: 
among them, their works were but indifferently 
conduced ; the trenches were too long and too 
large, and the French reaped Tome advantage! 
from their errors ; they made daily Tallies, but 
the moil memorable was that of the 22d of 
Auguft: it was in reality a battle. Twelve 
tboufand of the belleged attacked the befiegcrs* 
carried a battery of cannon, made two hundred 
prifoners, filled up the works, took .general 
monty, killed nfteen hundred men, and 
wounded two thoufand. In this engagement, 
the duke of Biron, the prince dcs Deux* 
Ponts, brother to the reigning duke, and the 
prince de Beauveau, were wounded. The 
marquis de Telle, firft equery to the queen* 
and his lieutenant colonel, were killed near 
each other. The marquis de Clermont, colo- 
nel of the regiment d'Auvergne, the marquia 
de Molac, colonel of Berry, loft their lives at 
the fame time. . 

This memorable adion was dearly purchafed*. 
but threw the Auftrians into fuch ailontfhment 
that they dared not afterwards carry on any of 
their feeble works, which fcarcely deferyed ta 
be filled fortifications : they contented them- 
felves with firing inefFe&ually from their batte- 
ries, but made no breach. The place might 
rather be faid to be inverted than befieged ; vet 
it was apparent that in the end the entire loft 
of the French both in Prague and Egra muft 
be inevitable : there was but one way to re- 
lieve them, which was to fend to their fuccour 
that army of about forty thoufand men, which, 
under the command of marihal MailleboU, had 
obliged the king of England to fign an apparent 

neutrality* 
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neutrality, and at the fame time awed both 
Holland and Hanover:, but this army was about 
two hundred leagues from Prague. This ex- 
pedient was propofed by the marquis de Fene- 
lon, ambaflador in Holland. It had its incon- 
veniences, but was not yet without its advan- 
tages. France can eafily raife and fubfift three 
hundred thoufand men for ten years, without 
being drained, yet now there were fcarce twenty 
thoufand men -in the heart of that kingdom; to 
that they were in the molt perplexed fituation. 
They had, at different intervals, fent into 
Germatiy the better part of two hundred and 
twelve fquadrons, and one hundred and feven- 
teen battalions, and thefe had been from time 
to time recruited : thefe troops, divided in 
Prague, Egra, Bavaria, and the Upper Palati- 
nate, were above half wafted away. Count 
Saxe, who at that time commanded in Ger- 
many, wrote word to court, that he had not an 
hundred and fifty men left to a battalion. 
* In order to luccour and difengage thefe dif- 
•perfed, weakened, and almoft annihilated armies, 
;it was debated to march towards the complete 
•and flourifhing army of marfhal Maillebois, 
-compofed of forty-one battalions and fixty-five 
Squadrons, three thoufand Palatines, three thou- 
fand Heflians, and three independent . compa- 
nies of foot and two of dragoons* It was ob- 
vious, that if all thefe forces united had afted 
with unanimity, and been affifted by Pruffia and 
Saxony, they rauft have in every thing fuc- 
ceeded. If marfhal Maillebois had advanced 
with his army along the banks of the Rhine to 
penetrate into Bohemia, he had left France un- 
guarded -, fo that even the Dutch might have 

become 
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become formidable, and harrafltd the frontiers 
with forty thoufand mem The oldeft and ableft 
generals were confulted upon this head. Mar- 
shal de Puilcgur reprefented the difficulties and 
dangers of the proceeding, all which M. Noail- 
les admitted.; but yet infilled on the neceffity 
of it. J^atihai cTAsfeldt was alfo of the feme 
opinion ; and the king determined upon it, 
however hazardous, becaufe neceflary, con* 
vinced that great undertakings cannot be ex* 
ecuted without riiking great lanes. But the 
route and manner in which this army was to be 
conduced ftill embarafied them extremely. 

The emperor Charles would have been glad 
that they were employed in his electoral domi* 
nions, where he himfelf had commanded them. 
He reprefented in writing, that, by delivering 
Bavaria, Prague would be fct free ; the fiege of 
which the Auftrians mud infallibly raife, as foon 
as this army fhouJd reach the banks of the Da- 
nube : but the French miniftry could never 
think of putting their only refaurce into the 
hands of an emperor, who had been fo little 
able to defend himfelf. Cardinal Fleury wrote 
to difluade him from it, in his letter dated Au- 
guft the 19th. The only reafon which he al- 
leges, is couched in thefe terms : " Would it 
become an emperor to appear at the head of 
our armies, without an equipage fuited to his 
dignity ?" This was a ftrange reafon, and was 
far from correfponding with the king of France's 
-allowingiixmillionsyearlytohisioiperialmajefly. 
Marfhal Maillebois's inclination was to march 
his army to the fuccour of Bohemia, becaufe he 
there expelled to find greater plenty of provi- 
fions than on the barren defiles of Bohemia. 
5 Marflul 
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Marfbal de Pui&gur, feeing it was abfoluttly 
necefiary that this army ihould march, thought 
their direction at leaft ought to be fuited to the 
opinion of marfbal Maillebois : but the favou- 
rite object of entering Bohemia prevailed. The 
intention of the cardinal was* that this auxiliary 
•4nny fhottld ieipire with fpirit the reft of the 
ting s troops, wbtle, in the mean time, he 
might try every method of making peace. 

He felt the pulfe of George IL whom be had, 
the preceding year, compelled to remain neuter 
in a caufe which the Englifli had much at heart. 
He had fome hopes from this negotiation ; hut 
the time for it was elapfed. The celebrated 
•Sir Robert Walpaie, who, in England, had 

{;uided the helm under the kings George I. and 
I. had been obliged, by the clamours of the 
people, to refign his employments, becaufe he 
was of a pacific difpofitioru His greateft ene- 
mies agree, that never minifter had better £up- 
ported thofe great trading companies, which, 
are the baits of the Englitn credit ; and node 
knew the art of managing the parliament bet-* 
ter : but his beft friends cannot deny, that he 
had applied the trcafure of the nation to fecur- 
ing a conftant majority in parliament, which 
no minifter had ever done before him : he made 
no fecret of this himfeif ; and the author of 
thefe mempirs has heard him fay, " I am matter 
of a drug that will effectually correct all evil 
humours : it is ibid only at ray (hop" Tnefe 
words, which convey no idea either of wit or 
elevated ftile, are expreffive of his character. 
War had never been his tafte : he always 
thought it would be the period of his power, 
" I can anfwer for it, faid he, that I can govern 

/ 'the 
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the parliament in time of peace : I cannot un- 
dertake to do fo in time of war." Cardinal 
Fleury had often taken advantage of his timi- 
dity, and thereby preferved the fuperiority in 
negotiating. This was laid to Wal pole's charge 
by his enemies : inceflant were the complaints 
ftill made againft him for having fo long delayed 
to declare war againft Spain. To endeavour 
preferving peace to a trading nation is furely a 
ftrange fort of crime. 

His enemies were not only the Tories, who 
always were dire&ly oppofite to the Whigs, 
but a conjunction of both, equally discontented, 
becaufe they chofe to be ' fo *. This fadion 
was denominated. /£* country party; a kind of 
divifton not unlike that which has almoft always 
fubfifted in Poland, and been lately fet on foot- 
in Sweden ; for in all countries jealoufies and 
complaints* re raifed againft the miniftry ; and 
if, in abiblute monarchies, they evaporate into 
empty murmurs, yet, in mixed governments, 
they become real fa&ions. The country party 
complained highly, thatGeorgell. had, by his 
treaty of neutrality, facrificed the glory of Great 
Britain to the prefervation of Hanover t, and 
laid the whole blame upon Walpole the then 
minifter, who had no fhare in this neceflary, 

• Had M. c!e Voltaire underftood the nature of this op. 
pofition as well as he pretends to understand it, he would 
have afligned a more fubftantial reafonj which, indeed, 
was no other than a fenfe of national grievances, that 
had arifen from a corrupt ad— ft— . 

* They complained that ever fince the acceflion of 
George I. the interefts of England had been facrificed to . 
thofe of H ' ■. But their loudeft complaints were founded 
t>n the minifter' s paffive behaviour, with refpeft to the 
.Spanifti depredations. . 

unpremeditated 
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unpremeditated treaty, which was entered into 
only to be broke. Long before this treaty 
they had attacked him in parliament. Mr. 
Sandys, then a member of the houfe of com- 
mons, told him openly, on the 23d of Febru- 
ary 1741, " Get yourfelf ready, for I fball 
impeach you in three days." " I accept the 
challenge, anfwered he, provided we fight ho- 
nourably ;" and\ at the fame time, repeated this 
line from Horace: 

Nil confcire Jtbij nulla palefcere culpa? 

On the very day fixed, his accufer moved 
the houfe of commons to petition the king to 
remove Sir Robert Walpole for ever from his 
council and prefence : at the fame time, a mo- 
tion of a fimilar nature was made by Lord Car- 
teret in the houfe of peers. The queftion was. 
put, and debated in each houfe till midnight. 
Never was there a piece of more raanifeft in- 
juftice than this of endeavouring to bring a 
*nan to punlfliment, before there were proofs 
that he had deferved it. Yet that which does 
not always happen., was at this time the cafe : 
the jufteft party carried it in both houfes, and 
Walpole as yet kept his ground *. But the 
feven years, during which the Englifh houfe of 
commons fubfifted, being now at an end, and 
new reprefentatives chofen, whereby the coun- 
try party was confiderably ftrengthened, the 
minilter, who had for twenty years fupported 
himfelf againft fa many enemies, found it time 
for him to retire. The king created him a 

* For how long time ? the motion was made in the latter 
end of February, and Sir Robert made his retreat by the 
middle of the next month. 

E peer 
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peer of Great Britain, under the title of Earl 
of Oi ford ; and three days afterwards he re* 
iigned all his employments. His enemies fiill 
proceeded againft him legally : they infifted 
upon his accounting for thirty millions of 
French livres, faid to have been expended in 
Secret fervices during the term of ten years ; and 
in this fum were included one million two nun* 
dred thoufand livres, (aid to have been given to 
the political writers, and other perfons who had 
employed their pens in favour of the tniniftry. 
The king, provoked at this accufation, evaded 
it by adjourning the parliament*; that is, fuf- 
pended its fitting for lb me time by virtue of bis 
royal prerogative. 

That very lord Carteret who had accufed 
Walpole in the houfe of peers, was now in the 
higheft credit : he was employed by the king to 
convince the people he was in reality as much 
inclined to war as they were : thus he favoured 
their paffions to ftrengthen his government. 

Lord Carteret had been formerly fecrctary of 
ftate, then lord-lieutenant of Ireland : he was 
one of the moft learned men in England, fpoke 
fevcral of the, living languages fluently, but 
more particularly French and Spanifli: he was 
hold and artful, adive, indefatigable, and oc- 
cafionally prodigal of public money: he was as 
much difpofed, through tafte and inclination, 
to war, as Walpole had been to peace : he did 
not fucceed this minifter in his pod, which was 
that of high-treafurer under a different deno- 

■ * " ■ 

• Tha profrtft of tht inquiry wm (lopped by the apo- 
ftjuy of thoft who had beta rood clamorous to the oppo* 
Ation to Sir R— ~t'i adauniftratioo* 
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trri nation ; but refumed hfe former employment 
of fecretary of ftattf for the northern depart- 
ment; and was in higher estimation than the 
rfow earl of Orford had ever been *. 

" The cardinal made him feme overtures for an 
atcommodation, and even went fo far as 10 
propofe that he fhould be the mediator; but 
lord Carteret only anfwered by engaging the 
parliament to raife fuopltes, to enable the king 
tb levy troops ; to ttke hito his pay thofe of 
Hanover; to hire forces front Denmark and 
Hefie, who are always ready to fell their men 
to either fide ; to augment the queen of Hun- 
gary's fubfidtesi to purchafe the alliance of Sar- 
dinia; to conduct a confpiracy at Naples ; and 
to fend fleets into the Mediterranean and 
America : he alfo propofed to procure for the 
king of England in Germany theceffion in full 
property of the bishopries of Ofnabrug and 
Hildeiheim ; and, in fine, tb make his matter 
arbitrator in both hemifpheres. 

' While, on the one hand, the cardinal thus 
addreflfed the Britifh court, whofe tone was very 
imperious, he applied, on the other, to the ge- 
neral who befieged Prague : he wrote a letter,, 
dated July i r, to field-marfhal Konigfeck, and 
it was delivered to him by Marfhal Bdleifle, in 
which he excufes himfelf from having confented 
to the prefent war ; and fays he had been hur- 
ried out of his own meafures. " Many people," 
fuch are his own words, u know how firmly I 

• This furely was not the cafe. No miniftcr fince the 
revolution had equalled Sir Robert in power and influence. 
As to lord C ■ ■ t , his authority was fo ill eftablifhed, that 
in a few years after this period he was compelled to refiga 
by his fubordinates in the ad ■ n . 
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tppofcd the refolutions we have taken ; and that 
I was as it were compelled to acquiefce with, 
them. Your excellency is too well acquainted 
with all that palled, not to guefs at the man who 
left nothing undone to determine the king co en- 
ter into a league very contrary to my liking, and 
my principles." The queen of Hungary only 
anfwered by caufing the cardinal's letter to be 
printed. It was eafy to fee the ill effe&s this 
letter muft have produced. In the firft place, he 
threw, evidently the whole blame of the war 
upon the very general who was commiffioned to 
negotiate with count Konigfeck ; and to render 
his perfon odious, was not the way to make his 
negotiation fuccefsful : fecondly, it plainly ac- 
knowledged a weaknefs in. the miniftry ; and 
he muft have a very (lender knowledge of man- 
kind, who could not forefce advantage would 
be taken of this weaknefs ; that it would infpire 
the allies of France with indifference, and give 
her enemies mc r^ courage. 

The cardinal, finding his letter made public, 
wrote a fecond, in which he complains of this . 
publication to the Auftrian general ; and fays, 
" He fhall not hereafter be k> forward in writ- 
ing to him." This fecond letter did him "more 
hurt than the firft: hedifavowed them both in 
the public papers; and this difavowal, whereby 
no-body was deceived, crowned all thole im- 
prudent proceedings, which lefs fevere judges 
will be apt to excu'e in an old man, aged §7, 
and perplexed with a feries of ill fuccels. At 
length the emperor offered propofals for a peace 
to the court of London, and particularly referred 
to feculariflng the two bifhoprics above-men- 
tioned in favour of Hanover. The Engiiftx 
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minifter did not look upon the emperoj's intef- 
pofition in the Jeaft neceflary towards obtaining 
thefe bifhoprics. flis propofals were infulted by 
being made public. The emperor was under a 
neceffity of di fa vowing his oiFers of a peace, as 
Fleury had been compelled to difown the war. 

The difpute now grew warmer than ever': 
France on the one hand, and England on the 
other, under the name of auxiliaries, tho' princi- 
pals in fa£r, ftrove to hold the balance of Eu- 
rope fword in hand. In fpring, 1742, the 
court of England marched into Flanders fixteen 
thoufand Englifh troops, as many Hanoverians, 
and fix thoufand Hefiians, which, united to 
about fifteen thoufand Auftrians, made up a 
formidable army. Theywere commanded by the. 
earl of Stair, an officer who had been formerly 
bred under the great duke of Marlborough, 
and who in 171 5 had been ambaflador to 
France. 

England endeavoured, before fhe fhould 
ftrike a blow, to engage Holland to take part 
in the difpute; but the dates general rigidly 
adhered to their treaty, which obliged them only 
to fupply the queen of Hungary with money : 
nothing could induce them, at this time, to 
furnifh troops. Holland was divided into two 
parties ; one was for preferving peace, the other 
breathed nothing but war. There was, how- 
ever, a third, as yet but little know n,, who wifh- 
ed for a change in the government by advancing 
a ftadcholder; but this party, though acquiring 
ftrength daily, did hot dare openly todeclareit- 
felf before the other two. The love of liberty ftill 
prevailed over the obligations they had to the 
blood of. the Naflfaus, and over the intrigues of 
* ♦ E 3 the 
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the prince of Orange. Thefe principles, thU 
divifion,of people's minds, that dilatorimfs 
common to all republics when their danger is 
-not very prefling $ all thefe reafons united to 
prevent the Dutch from joining their forces 
to tbofe of the queen of. Hungary and king 
ci Great Britain. . 

The parties which divided the republic feemed 
rather to arife from difference in opinion, than in- 
fluence in fad ion. That turbulent fpirit, which, 
in circumftances not very diflimrlar, had excited 
the people to mafiacre the De Witts, feemed no 
longer to fubfift : the grandfon of the penfionary 
De Witt, as averfe to war as he was, went 
quietly on foot to council. They never bad 
one tumultuous debate j but then they had np 
one fixed proie& ; and when the ftates had 
taken the refolution to augment their forces at 
all hazards with twenty thoufand men, not one 
of the regency as yet knew whether or no they 
were determined for war. 

Lord^Carteret arrived at the Hague to for* 
ward this meafure : lord Stair, who commande4 
the Englifli army at Bruflels, alfo fet out for 
that place, to influence the Dutch in the fame 
caufe : the duke d'Aremberg, not lefs eager than 
thefe, added his vague folicitations. Lord Stair 
was ftrong enough to penetrate, without their 
afliftance, into France: his army, including 
the Auftrians, amounted to eighty thou (and 
fighting men, with which his intention was to 
have feized upon Dunkirk ; the fortifications of 
which were very weak on the land fide, owing 
to the fandy nature of the foil. It is certain 
that France was in pain for this town ; for the 
fortifications of its harbour, according to the 

loud 
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laud and inceflant representations of the Eng- 
K(h at the Hague, bad been reftored ; . and they 
cried out for vengeance on account of this pre- 
tended infraction of the treaty of Utrecht/ 
MarihaS de Puifegur advifed cardinal Fieury to 
fcquefttr the place into the hands of the Dutch, 
until a peace was concluded : a propofal (o 
frank, at the fame time that it was very artful* 
ought to have engaged the Dutch to a& as me- 
diators, and never to have declared themfelves 
enemies to France* 

This propofal was made to them by the mar- 
quis de Fenelon ; but the Englifh party, tho' it. 
had not Sufficient authority to force Holland 
into a war, had yet weight enough to hinder, 
them from accepting of an honour, whereby. 
they nauft have been neceflanly obliged to remain- 
neuter. In the mean time, thefe things could: 
not have hindered the allied army at firuflels 
from entering France r but the king of England 
wanted to temporife, and to wait the aWolute 
determination of Holland; which was one of 
the greateft miftakes that had been made during 
the war. I was myfelf a witness of the afto- 
niflnaent and grief of lord Stair, who faid the 
king bis matter bad miffed an opportunity, 
which would never offer itfelf again. Nothing 
was then done either in Flanders or on the. 
Rhine. The general attention was fixed upon: 
Bohemia. The marshals Broglio and Belleiflo 
were ftill matters 6f Prague, and (rill beiieged.. 
Marfhal de Maillebois's army marched through; 
Weftphalia, Franconia, and the frontiers of the 
Upper Palatinate, to their affiftance. Prince^ 
Charles, on receiving the news of this march* 
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turned the ficge of Prague into a blockade, ancf 
hastened to the defence of Bohemia. 

It was about this time that a partizan named 
Trenk, at the head of a number of Pandours > 
Tal parties, and Croats, feized upon Chamb, a 
Iktie town on the frontiers of the Upper Pala- 
tinate, which flill held out for the emperor. 
He put all the inhabitants to the fword ; and 
after having abandoned the place to be pillaged,, 
and appropriated to himfelf three hundred thou- 
sand florins, which had been therein depofited, 
he reduced the town to afhes. This fame ban- 
ditti meeting with a convoy of ftck French , 
guarded by a few (bldicrs, maflacred both fol- 
cficrs and fick, without diftincTion. During the- 
whole war, the Hungarian irregulars behaved 
every-where with the fame fort of favage fe- 
rocity. 

Ail France dreaded the fame fate for both 
Prague and Egraj but they had great hopes 
from the army of marfhal Maillebois. The 
news of the (lege of the former being raifed, 
and turned into a blockade, gave new fpirits to 
the court of Frankfort. The emperor enjoyed 
a tranfitory fatisfa&ion from being prefented, 
by the prince des Deux-Ponts, brother to the 
reigning duke, with fome ftandards taken from 
the Auftrians in the different fallies made from 
the place, which were indeed rather fo many 
real battles, and in which that prince had 
particularly fignalized himfeft. At length this 
• auxiliary army arrived on the frontiers of Bohe- 
mia about the beginning of September : every 
thing hitherto had been happily conduced: 
count Saxe was to join this army with the body 

he 
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he commanded in Bavaria, which did hot really 
amount to more than twenty- (even thin batta- 
lions and thirty fquadrons ; but thefe were a 
considerable addition to the new army. Count 
Saxe, who had already the chara&er of an of- 
iker who let no opportunity that offered (lip 
him, had juft efcaped from Bavaria, where 
count Khevenhuller had held him, as it were, 
ihut up; and, by a dexterous march, was ad- 
vancing towards the frontiers of Bohemia on 
the one hand, while Broglio approached them 
on the other. 

\ The duke de Harcourt, with a detachment 
from count de Saxe's troops, had already taken 
the little town ofPlan,onthe weftern extremity 
of Bohemia, and made therein four hundred 

* _■ i_ *m 

prifoners of war. Count de Saxe, after having 
evacuated Plan, and taken another poft called * 
Elnbogcn, joined the grand army. They were 
foon after in fight of the Auftrians, and might 
have given them battle ; but it was a hazardous 
flep ; for, had they been beaten, they had nei- 
ther retreat nor certainty of fubfiftence. The 
piinifter had written twice in thefe terms toM. 
Maillebois: "Avoid hazarding the honour of 
the king's army ; and come to no engagement, 
the fuccefs of which can be in the lead doubt- 
ful/' 

There was not only an impoifibility of coming 
to an a£tion with abfolute certainty of fuccefs j 
but alfo, the enemy having plundered a maga- 
zine, the difficulty of obtaining fubfiftence daily 
encreafed. There was an intention of opening 
a road towards Prague, by the way of Caden, on 
the river Eger, and leaving Egra and Elnbogen 
behind them ; were they once pofted at Caden,* 

E 5 the 
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the road :to Prague feemed free, and prbvifions 
might have beat eafily received from Saxony. 
Moreover, marfhal Broglto had pofted the mar- 
quis d'Armentieres with fome troops at Lent* 
merits. Leutmeritz is a fmall town, lying half 
way between Caden and Prague ; and here die 
Eger falls into the Elbe. Every thing depended 
upon the poft of Caden ; and at Paris this im* 
portant military operation exhaufted all their 
conjedures and remarks. Never was the con* 
dud of generals cenfured with. more preeipita* 
tion and fevcrity; and it has ever fince been 
tjueftioned, whether or no the troops were ever 
at Caden. 

I here prefent you with a detail of the fa£t» 
as it has been inconteftibly declared by the ge* 
peral himfelf. It may, perhaps, be of little 
confequence to pofterity : at prefent, however* 
it is interfiling. .Odober the 226 count Saxe 
detached fome troops towards Caden, to break 
down the bridge upon the Eger, over which 
the enemy might have pafled. One indepen- 
dent company had already entered the place, and 
broke down the bridge : the Auftrians came up* 
atmoft in the .fame inftant, repaired the bridge* 
and . made themfelves matters of the town. 
Thus was all communication cut off between 
the armies of marfhal Broglio and M. Mail)*- 
bois. The latter could receive no accounts 
from Leutmeritz ; and the only road to Caden 
led through a defile, which it feemed impoffible 
to penetrate. Bohemia is furrounded by a chain 
of craggy mountains, through which there are 
only fome narrow pafles or defiles, in which an 
hundred met} may put a whole army to a ftand. 
They bad only bread enough left to laft till the 
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24th of O&ober ; fo that M. Maillebois was 
obliged to reduce the foldiers to half allowance, 
by giving them only a quarter of a poumj of 
meat a-piece. They attempted to pafs the de- 
file of Caden ; but found it impracticable to 
bring up the artillery. The waggoners deferted : 
their places w$re fupplied by foldiers ; but their 
progress was not in the lead quickened. Dif- 
content, want of difcipline, mifunderftanding, 
detertion, every thing con/pired againft their 
march. 

A council of war was held on the 17 th of 
Odgber, and all the general officers declared 
for retreating: count d'Etrecs, who was in 
Egra, fent bis opinion in writing. " For my 
part, faid he, we mud either atiemble all our 
forces and fight, or elfe proceed no farther : we 
have no alternative. 9 * The reft advifed, what 
had often been propofed before their march into 
Bohemia, to turn off towards the Danube,, 
and thereby alarm Auftria. Thus the army 
could hardly fet foot in Bohemia ; but fatigued 
and dimini/hed by a long and painful march* 
they returned towards Bavaria. It was, how- 
ever, better for that electorate to have thefe 
aew troops, which, joined to thofe of count 
Saxe, amounted to upwards of fifty thoufand 
fighting men. The court fent M. Broglio to- 
command them. 

This general palled through Saxony, witb 
five hundred horfe, November 12 : he arrived 
at Nuremberg, and at Dengelfing in Bavaria* 
on the 22d, where he took upon him the com* 
mand of the army. Marfhal Belleide remained 
at Prague, where be engaged the clofe atten- 
tion of the Auftrians. The auxiliary army, 
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now of confequence, was fuperior in Bavaria. 
Munich was a fecond time relieved, and the 
emperor entered it again. That prince had 
fiili between ten and twelve tftoufand men. 
They were matters of the Danube for up- 
wards of thirty leagues ; that is to fay, from 
Ulm almoft to Pauau. In Bohemia they ftill 
kept Egra and Prague; and the little circle of 
Leutmeritz, between Prague and Saxony, was 
ftili in their hands. The affairs, of the empe- 
ror might have been re-eftablilhed ; but Leut- 
meritz was foon after taken, and marfbal Belle- 
Hie found himfelf fhut up in Prague, together 
with his whole army, now reduced to about 
feventeen thoufand men, without money, fub- 
fiftence, or hope of fuccour: he had nothing to 
hope, but from himfelf, and the good difpofi- 
tion of his officers, who none of them fell (hort 
of what he expeded. In a letter, dated Octo- 
ber 28, he fays ; " I cannot, on this occafion, 
fufficiently praife the zeal of the dukes de Chev- 
feufe and Fleury, and the marquis de Surgeres, 
who fold every thing they had left to remount 
the dragoons/' 

Marfhal Belleifle, feconded by his brother, 
brought provifions into Prague, opened the 
pafTes, beat the enemy's parties, and kept them 
at lead fix leagues diftance all round him : he 
cftablifhed an exa& police in the town ; and^ 
what was not the fmalleft of his labours, 
caufed an exa& difcipline to be obferved among 
his troops. 

When we examine the memoirs of this 
fiege, and fee the extremities to which they 
were reduced, the loud and incefiant com- 
plaints among the trocps, the feries of dif- 
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appointments, their want, and the accumu- 
lated miferies whereby they were difcouraged, 
it rs aftonifhing to think whence this general 
could draw his refources. M. de Secbelles 
wanted money, and yet he never let the hofpi- 
tals want. In this place the moft immediate 
a&ftance was neceflary : above twenty foldiers 
died daily, one after another, during the whole 
month of June. Thefe and many other lofles 
prefented themfelves continually to the minds 
of the foldiers, terrified with their prefent evils, 
and a profpeit of what were to come, whivh 
imagination never foils to heighten confiderar 
bly. 

■ They were thus cruelly fituated in the month 
•bf November, when the minrftry ordered mar- 
fhal Belleifle to attempt the evacuation of Prague, 
even in fight of the army that blockaded if. 
The general wrote word, that he had taken 
fuch mea Cures as enabled him to obey any or- 
ders that might be given him, and he would 
undertake to hold out four months longer, in 
cafe he were commanded to do fo ; but if the 
mini dry thought it more expedient that he 
ihould withdraw with his troops out of Prague, 
lie would conduct them in fafety to Egra, in 
fpite of the enemy's army, and the extreme ri- 
gour of the feafon> The court preferred the 
latter proceeding, and it was accordingly'car- 
ried into execution :• during the blockade this- 
general had' remounted his cavalry ; his dra- 
goons were formed out of the artillery horfes ; 
he had covered waggons to carry provifions ; 
be wanted for no manner of conveniency ; but 
the danger was extreme. 

Prince 
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Prince Lobkowitz had diftributed his army 
in fuch a manner that they furrounded the 
tpwn ; the inhabitants of which were fo many 
fpies on the motions of the French. In the 
mean time, the weather grew daily more cold,, 
and became almoft intolerable. There were 
upwards" of two thoufand foldiers fick in the 
place, and the marihal himfelf had been a long 
while in fo bad a ftate of health, that he could 
not mount on horfeback ; yet, ifl the midft 
of all thefe confpif ing obstacles, he fixed* on 
the night of the 16th or rjth of December, 
1742, to make his retreat. In order to fecure 
it more effe&ually, it was incumbent on him. 
not only to deceive prince Lobkowitz, but alfi> 
the inhabitants of the place, and his own peo- 
ple: to this end, he was continually fending 
detachments all around him to bring in forage* 
which were always accompanied with cannon 
and covered waggons ; fo that the furprize 
fliould be lefs when he chofe to evacuate the 
place, which muft be done with fuch an equi- 
page. Two days before his retreat he laid 
contributions payable in four months. The 
day of his intended departure, the gates of the 
town were kept (hut ; and having caufed a re- 
port to be fpread, that he was to folly out and 
make an expedition on fuch a quarter, he 
made his retreat by another road; whereby be 
gained upon prince Lobkowitz a march of 
twenty-four hours, keeping his people all the 
while in order of battle, and followed fome- 
times by thirty pieces of cannon, according a* 
the enemy chanced to prefent themfelves. He 
forced their quarters, repulfed their cuiraffiers* 
and opened for himfelf* with a body of eleven 
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thon&nd infantry, and two thoufand five hunW 
dred horfe, a paflage through the country, that 
had been entirely unknown. The retreat was 
continued for ten days through ice and fnow« 
The enemy's cavalry harrafled them perpetually 
on their march, appearing always fomewbere 
cither in front, rear, or flank, and were conti* 
aually repulfed : could they have poflefled them* 
Jclves of the provifions, fielleifle's whole army 
had been deftroyed. 

To prevent this misfortune, bis corps march- 
ed in five divifions, each of which bad under 
its care its refpefHve (hare of provifion and am* 
monition* On the third day prince Lobkowitz 
appeared at the head of a body of cavalry, oa 
the other fide of a plain where they might have 
come to an engagement He held a council of 
war, in which it was rcfolved not to attack an 
army, who, if forced to it, muft certainly fight 
with that fort of defpair that renders courage 
invincible : he determined therefore to cut off 
the retreat of the French by breaking down the 
bridges on the Eger, over which they muft ne- 
cefiarily pafs. 

Marfhal Belleifle cbofe, however, a road 
which would have been, in any other feafon, im- 
paflable : he marched his army acrofs fome fro- 
zen morafles. The cold was his greateft enemy, 
for he loft, by that alone above eight hundred 
Jbldiers. One of the hoftages which he brought 
with him from Prague expired in his coach. 
At length he arrived at Egra, on the twenty- 
fixtb of December, having performed a journey 
of thirty-eight leagues. That very day the 
troops that remained behind in Prague made a 
glorious capitulation. The tune monfieur de 
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Chevert, who had been the firft in mounting 
the walls of the place, had been (eft to com- 
mand therein with a garrifon of about three 
thoufand men, one third of whom were fick. 
He took hoftages from the town, (hut them up 
mi his own heufe, and lodged feveral tons of 
gunpowder in his cellars, fully refolved to blow 
himfelf and them together into the air, in cafe 
the citizens fhould offer him the lead violence. 
This intrepid conduct contributed not a litJe 
to thofe honourable conditions which he ob- 
tained of prince Lobkowitz. He was allowed 1 
to march his garrifon to Egra, with all the ho- 
nours of war, the fick excepted, who, not be- 
ing a'-le to follow him, were obliged to fubtnit 
to the hard fate of becoming pri loners of war, 
though their behaviour merited a much bet- 
ter fate. Thus the town of Prague, which 
had been taken by the French in half-an-hour y 
was now happily evacuated after a fiege and 
blockade of five month*. The French being 
now left alone, without allies, could not pre- 
fer ye Bohemia to the emperor ; but tbey reftor* 
ed him to the pofleffioa of Bavaria. 
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CHAR V. 

Hyejlate of Europe during this war. Situation of 
affairs between England and Spain. Commercial 
vnterejh. What Jhare Italy took in the troubles 
which arofe after the death of Charles VI. The 
Jhare taken therein by Holland* Death of cardi- 
nal Fleury. 

• 

I N the fpace of two years, reckoning from 
-*• the death of the laft Auftrian emperor to the 
end of 1742, we have feen Bohemia, Bavaria, 
and the tipper Palatinate, taken and retaken ; 
Pruifia and Saxony united with France, until 
the treaty of Breflau, made in June the fame 
year, and becoming afterwards neuter ; while 
the other princes of the empire remained filent. 
In the fame year alfo, George II. king of Eng- 
land, elector of Hanover, began openly to 
break the neutrality to which he bad been 
forced to accede; and his troops in Flanders, to 
the amount of forty-eight thoufend men, tho' 
as yet in a irate of inaction, were, however, 
in readinefs to a£h The Auftrian army was in 
pofleulon of all Bohemia, Egra excepted. 
There were ftill fifty thousand French in Bava- 
ria and the Upper Palatinate, under roarfhal 
BrogHo, againft a like number of the enemy ; 
£0 that it was yet doubtful whether the Bavas- 
rian emperor, aJfifted by France, ihould con- 
quer, or whether he fliould preferve his patri- 
mony, or even the imperial crown. 

It is to be remarked, that fince the month of 
Auguft 1741, France had fent to the eroperot's 
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affiftance, at different times, one hundred an <T 
fifty fquadrons, without reckoning eleven inde- 
pendent companies, eight troops of light horfe, 
three thou land Palatines, and three thoufand 
Heffians ; to all which may be added the Bava- 
rians themfelvcs, who were paid by France, who 
likewife raifed, about the year 1742, thirty 
thoufand militia, deducted from the people of 
different departments, in proportion to their 
number. And here it is not amifs to obferve* 
that the department of Paris furnifhes only 
fourteen hundred and ten men ; while Nor* 
mandy furni(hes three thoufand and ninety ; » 
proof that this province ia to be confidered a» 
the more populous* 

France had alfo at the fame time other re- 
fources ; for befides what flie paid to the Hef- 
fians and Palatines ; befides fix millions yearly 
given to the emperor ; (he granted fubfidies to* 
the king of Denmark, to prevent that crown 
from furnifhing troops to the king of England % 
£be alfo ftill retained Sweden in her pay, whom 
fte had affifted in her war agaiaft Kuffia j and 
bad it not been lor this war, the court of Pe~ 
terfourg might have affifted the Auftrians, at 
ihe afterwards did, with thirty thoufand men* 

We fee what efforts France was obliged to- 
make both at home and abroad : (he was ob- 
liged to arm one part of Europe, and to main- 
tain the other. Poland was far ftom cordially 
Supporting the interefts of her king, the elector 
of Saxony; and that elector, fince his peace 
with the queen, concerned bimfelf no farther 
in the quarrel of the empire* The grand fig- 
Aior, funding in awe of Schah -Nadir, who had 
ufurped the throne of Prrfia, and conquered 

part 
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part of Afia, no longer difturbed the kingdom* 
of Hungary. Such was the ftate of affairs in 
the Northern and Eaftern parts of Europe, 
and in the Southern and Weftern parts, in which 
latter I include France and Italy. ' 

Spain exhibited another fcene-, wherein Eng- 
land was a principal ador, as well with regard 
to that balance of power which foe had always, 
affected to hold, as her commerce, in which 
was her more real and fenfible intereft. We 
have already obferved, that after the happy 
conclufion of the peace of Utrecht, the Eng- 
lish, who were left in pofleflion of Minorca, as 
well as of Gibraltar in Spain, had obtained 
privileges from the court of Madrid which had 
been denied to the French, her defenders. 
The Englifh merchants were permitted to fup-. 
ply the bpanifh colonies with negroes, whorn v 
they purchafed in Africa no make flaves of in 
the new world. This trade of one fpecies of 
mankind felling thofe of another fpecies, at the 
dutv of thirty-three piaftres a- head, paid byway 
of duty to the Spani(h government, was attended 
with confiderable profit ; for the Englifh com-, 
pany had obtained this advantage, that in the 
fale of four thoufand eight hundred negroes, 
the eight hundred were vended duty-free. But 
the greateft advantage which was granted to 
the Englifh, exclufive of all other nations, was. 
a permiifion given them in the year 17 16, to 
fend a veflel annually to Porto Bello. 

This veffel, which was by the firft agree- 
ment to be only five hundred tons burthen, 
was by convention in 17179 encreafed to eight 
hundred, which by Me gad connivance was 

in 
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in reality fwelled to a thoufand ; Co that it way 
fit to contain two millions weight of merchan- 
dize; thefe thoufand tons were yet the fmallcft 
part of the commerce which this company car- 
ried on. The veflVl was followed by a pin- 
nace, which went to and from her continually,, 
under pretence of fupplying her with provi- 
fions. This pinnace took in confhmt loadings 
at the Britifh colonies, which fhe unburthened 
at the fhip; which being thus conftantly repfe- 
nifhed was as good as a whole fleet. She was, 
befides, fupplied by other veffels, who landed' 
on the American coafts fuch kind of commodi- 
ties as the people were tn want of *• This 
was doing great injury to the Spanifli govern- 
ment, as well as to all the nations concerned 
in the commerce carried on between the ports 
of Spain and the gulph of Mexico. 

The Spanifli government in return treated 
the Englifh traders with feverity ; and feverity 
is always carried to too great a length* The 
innocent were fometimes confounded with the 
guilty : the debts lawfully due to fome people 
were detained, becaufe others had made unjuft 
gams. There were violent complaints on both 
fides. Many of the EngKfli carried on v a pira- 
tical trade with impunity : they encountered 
fome Spaniards on the coaft of Florida, who 
were fifliing for the treafure of the wreck- 
ed- galleons, of which they had already reco- . 
vered four hundred thoufand pi aft res. Part of 

thefe people they killed, and carried off the 

* 

* Certain it is, many abufes were committed,, though. 
periMps not ft> flagrant as ow author hat reprcfented theim 

money . 
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money *. The Spaniards demanded fatisfac- 
tton for this and other acts of violence of the 
Englifh governors in America. Thefe bucca- 
neers ufed often, when they had feized upon a_ 
Spani/h (hip, after having plundered it, to fink 
it with the crew, that no reftimony of their 
crime might furvive. At other times they were 
wont to difpofe of the Spaniards as flavcsln their 
colonies ; and when thefe unhappy people fo- 
licited the Englifh government to do them jus- 
tice, thofe who had fold them were acquitted 
from punifhment, becaufe they affirmed, that, 
mifled by their fwarthy complexions, they mif- 
toolc the Spaniards -for negroes. The judges 
underftood, and winked at the aggreflbrs, in 
whofe plunder they fh a red, and who were then 
laid to have been tried by their peers. 

The Spanifh guarda- coftas often avenged 
themfelves of thefe cruel hoftilities : they took 
ieveral Englifh veflels, the crews of which 
they treated very ill. A negotiation was 
carried on, both at Madrid and London, for 
putting an end to thofe quarrels in America. 
By tbe convention of Pardo, made January 14, 
1739, Spain having fettled her account with 
the Englifh South-Sea company, promifed to 
pay thereto, in four months, ninety thou- 
fand pounds ; firft deducting' therefrom what 
the company was in other refpe£fcs indebted to 
Spain. This deduction furnifhed frefh matter 



• Thefe are particular* which we never heard of before ; 
but granting them to be t»ue, the Englilh government was 
not. accountable for the actions and outrages of pirates, 
who art under the protection of no laws, and declared ene- 
mies to all nations. 

for 



94 The H I S T O R Y of 

for a broil ; and the fettling of the accounts of 
a commercial company was productive of a war 
which coft on each fide a thoufand times more 
than what either demanded. 

In 1739, the captain of a (hip, named Jen- 
kins, presented himfelf to the houfe of commons 
in England : he was a plain open man, and had 
not, as it was faid, carried on any illicit com- 
merce, but was met by a Spanifli guarda-cofta 
within a certain boundary in America, where 
the Spaniards would not permit the Englifh to 
navigate. The Spanifli commandant, having 
feized upon Jenkins's {hip, put the crew in 
irons, flit the captain's nofe, and cut off his 
ears. In this condition he appeared before the 
parliament, and related his (lory with that Sim- 
plicity which is natural to his profeffion and 
character. <c Gentlemen, faid he, when they 
had mangled me thus, t they threatened mewitn 
death r it was what I expected : I recommended 
my foul to God, and the avenging my caufe to 
my country." Thefe words, pronounced with 
a natural emphafis, excited fentiments of pity 
and indignation in the whole aflembly ; and the 
common people wrote upon the door of the 
parliament-houfe, " A free fea, or a war.*' 

It has been already obferved, that the mini- 
fter Walpole wanted to reconcile thefc differ- 
ences : his enemies endeavoured to augment 
them : never was any fuhjeft handled with more 
real eloquence than this was in the houfe of 
commons of EngLnd ; nay, I doubt whether 
the ftudied orations formerly delivered in Athens 
and Rome upon occafions almoft fimilar, excelled 
the fpeeches now fpoken extempore by Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, Lord Carteret, Sir Robert 

Walpole, 
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Walpole, Lord Chefterfield, and Mr. Pulteney, 
£nce created earl of Bath* Thefe difcourfes, 
which naturally arife from the EngHfh govern- 
ment and fpirit, often amaze ftrangers, iuft as 
fome commodities are capitally prized abroad, 
which in the country that produces them are 
but little valued : but thefe productions muft be 
cautioufly perufcd, as the fpirit of party dictates 
the whole, and the true ftate of the nation is 
almoft always veiled. The minifterial party 
paint the government as being in a very flou^ 
rifhing condition ; the oppofite faction represent 
the nation to be in a ruined ftate. Exaggera- 
tion triumph* in both. A member of parlia- 
ment at that time wrote thus: " Where are* 
thofe days in which a fecretary of war declared, 
that no power in Europe fhould dare to fire a 
fingle cannon, without permiffion being firft 
obtained from Great Britain ?" 

At length the voice of the nation determined 
the refolution of the king and parliament. 
Letters of reprifal were granted to the mer- 
chants and privateers. War was declared 
again ft Spain in form about the latter end of 
the year 1739. The ocean now became the 
theatre of a war in which the privateers of each 
nation were authorifed, by letters patent, to 
attack the merchant-fhips both in Europe and 
America ; (hereby reciprocally ruining that 
commerce, for the prefer vation of which they 
* were fuppofed to fight. They foon proceeded 
to greater hoftilities. 

In 1740 admiral Vernon entered the gulph 
of Mexico, where he attacked, took, and razed 
to the ground, Porto-Bello, the ftaple of the 
treafures of the new world j and thus did he 

open 
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open a channel by which theEnglifti, (word in 
hand, carried on that commerce, which had 
heretofore been pronounced clandeftine, and 
was the occafion of the rupture* The Englifii 
looked upon this 'expedition as one of the . 
greateft fervices that could be done to the na- 
tion. The admiral was honoured with the 
thanks of both houfes of parliament. They 
wrote to him in the fame terms which h;ui been 
addrefTed to the duke of Marlborough after the 
battle of Hochftet *. South Sea ftock arofc after 
that a&ion, notwithftanding the immenfe ex- 
pence of -the nation. The Englifh now hoped 
for nothing lt(s than the conqueft of all Spa- 
nifli America : they fuppofed that nothing could 
-refift the arms of Vernon ; and fhortly after, 
when that admiral went to lay fiege to Cartha- 
gena, they anticipated the celebration of the 
taking of the place ; infomuch that, at the 
very time in which he was forced to raife the 
fiege, a medal wasftruck in London, on which 
were to be -feen the harbour and environs of 
Carthagena, with this infcriptioc : " He has 
taken Carthagena." The reverie exhibited ad- 
miral Vernon and this motto : " To the aven- 
ger of his country." There have been many 
inilances of thefe premature medals, whereby 
pofterity might be deceived, if the errors were 
not removed by the more faithful and more ex- 
a£t reports of hi Aory. 

Although the French. navy was very weak, 
it was, however, fuHicient to (lop the progrefs 

• Tbe reduction of Porto Bello, which did not coft the 
lives of ten men, was magnified into a great exploit by the 
fpiric of party; but the admiral who took it had not talent; 
to maintain the reputation which he bad fo eafily acquired. 

4 of 
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oF the Englifh, and fquadrons were fent by 
France to protect the velRls and coafts of Spain. • 
It was contrary to the law of nations, fbould - 
the Englifh, as they had not broken with 
France, have attacked her flag 5 but they elud- 
ed this artifice with a new kind of policy : 
they twice pretended to miftake the French for - 
Spanifh (hips. Six of their (hips of war at* . 
tacked the chevalier d'Epinay off St. Domingo, 
who had but four, each of which carried lefs 
metal than any of the Englifli; but, finding 
themfelves very roughly handled, they dcew off", • 
pretending to have found their miftake, and 
afking pardon *. Fighting by miftake was an 
action that had never been known before. 
They behaved in the fame manner to the che- 
valier de CayJus in the Straits of Gibraltar: he 
gave them as warm a reception, though he had • 
but three fhips againft five. Thus did they try 
each other's ftrength, without being declared 
enemies. Now the new political fy Item began 

• M. de Voltaire is very much miftaken if he thinks 
the Englifh commanders had orders to profecute hoftilities 
in this manner. The two incidents he mentions arofe from 
a fcrupvlous adherence to punctilio. The Englifli captains, 
txpe&ed and demanded a compliment which they thought 
due to the Britim flag ; and this being refufed, hoftilities 
enfued. He is alfo miftaken in two other particulars. In 
the affair off St. Domingo, the number and ftrength of 
the (hips on both fides were equal, if we may believe our 
own eyes, which were witneftes of this tranfa&ion ; and, 
according to the beft accounts we could receive, the French 
were much more roughly bundled than the English. This 
was alfo the cafe in the affair between captain Barnet and 
tie count de Caylus ; Basnet had but two (hips, and Ca>los 
had three. It is a mortifying reflection to think how hif-« 
to; teal truth is weakened through the medium of national 
vanity, 

F " to 
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to be fet on foot, of making war in the time of 
profound peace ; of committing hoftilities in 
one part of the world, and of manifefting mu- 
tual friendfhip in another; alfo of keeping am- 
baflfadors in an enemy's court. Thefe fort of 
proceedings were in fome meafure confoling to 
the people, and carried at leaft marks of mode- 
ration, which gave them room to hope for public 
unity and concord. 

Tnis was the (rate of affairs between France, 
Spain, and England, when the death of the 
emperor Charles VI. involved Europe in frefh 
troubles. We have already feen the effe&s in 
Germany of the difpute between Auftria and 
Bavaria. Italy was foon ravaged on account 
of this Auftrian fucceflion ; the Milanefe was 
reclaimed by the Spaniards ; Parma and Placen- 
tia were, by right of birth, to devolve upon 
<one of the fons of the queen of Spain, (he be- 
ing born princefs of Parma. 

King Philip V. wanted therefore to A cure 
the ddchy of Milan to his third fon f. It 
would have alarmed Italy too much if Parma 
and Placentia had been difpofed of in favour of 
Don Carlos, who was already matter of Naples 
and Sicily. Too much dominion in the hands 
of the fame fovereign would have given a gene- 
ral uneafinefs. For this reafon Milan atod Par- 
ma were defigned for the infant Don Philip. 

Xhe queen of Hungary, who was in poflef- 
fion of the Milanefe, ufed herutmoft efforts to 
keep it. The king of Sardinia, duke of Savoy, 
alfo revived his claim upon that province : he 

•J- It was the wife of this prince, whofe rcftlefs ambition 
embroiled July in order to obtain a fettkment for her fen 

6 feared 
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feared feeing it in the hands of the houfe of 
Lorrain, engrafted on the houfe of Auftria, 
who poflefling, at the fame time, the Milanefe 
and Tufcany, might he ftrong enough to de- 
prive him of the territories which had been 
ceded to him by the treaties of 1737 and 1738 : 
but he was ftill in greater dread of feeing him- 
fclf hemmed in by France and a prince of the 
houie of Bourbon, while another prince of that 
family fat upon the throne of Naples and Sicily* 
January 1, 1742, he caufed to be printed and 
publtihed a manifefto, in which he ftated his 
claims; but, in the month of February, he're- 
folved to a£fc conjunctive! y .with the queen oF 
Hungary, without being upon good terms with 
her in the main : they only united againft the 
prefent danger. This was the only advantage 
they propofed. The king of Sardinia referved 
to himfelf the choice of adopting other mea- 
sures, whenever he ihould think proper : this 
was a treaty between two enemies* intended 
only to defend themfelves againft a third. The 
court of Spain fent Don Philip* to attack the 
king of Sardinia, who neither choie to have 
him as a friend nor a neighbour. Cardinal 
Fleury allowed the infant and part of his army 
to pais through France, but refufed to furnifh 
him with troops : he thought it was enough to 
have fent fleets to America. 

This minifter feemed to be now afraid to 
grant twelve thoufand men to a prince of the 
houfe of Bourbon and Lewis XV's fon- in-law* 
and yet, about a year before, he had marched 
two armies of forty thoufand each into two 
different parts of Germany for the fervice and 
affiftance of the elector of Bavaria. Sometimes 

F 2 we 
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wc do too much, and at others are fearful -of 
doing ever fo little. The reafon of his a&ing 
thus was, that he flattered himfelf the duke of 
Savoy might be regained, who was politic 
enough to leave him room to hope for it ; be- 
fides, he did not at this time chufe to fall out 
with the Englifh, who would have infallibly 
declared war; for in the month of February, 
1742, the parliament of Great Britain granted 
fortv thoufand failors to the king, at four pounds 
fieri ing for each man monthly : they alfo al- 
lowed him confiderable fubfidies, always ex- 
{>rcfly recommending to him the care of the bal- 
ance of power in Lurope. There was a con- 
fiderable Engli(h fleet in the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar, and one ftill ftrouger off Breft. 
Cardinal Fleury, who had hitherto always 
maintained the a (tendency over the Englifh in 
negotiating, and relied much upon his fuperi- 
ority in the cabinet, had neglecled the marine. 
The continental revolutions, which commenced 
in Germany, were of fuch a nature, as not t# 
leave him at liberty every- where to brave the 
maritime powers. 

The Engliih openly oppofed the eftablifli- 
ment of Don Philip in Italy, under pretence 
of preserving the balance of power. In 1702, 
indeed, they had viewed the balance of power 
in a different li^ht : it was then they entered 
Into a war for giving to the archduke Charles 
the crown of Spain, the new world, the Mi- 
lancfc, Mantua, Naples, Sicily, and Flanders; 
while his brother Jofeph was poffeflcd of Hun- 
gary, Auftria, Bohemia, and many other do- 
minions, at well as being feated on the imperial 
ihrtMiCi 

In 
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- In -a word, this fame balance of power, whc- 
thcr well or ill under flood, was become the fa- 
vourite paffioa of the EngliOi : but the minifter 
had his eye upon a much more fecret intereth 
One of his views was to force Spain to divide* 
with England the trade of the new world : at 
this price they would have affifteJ Don Philip- 
U> enter Italy, as they had fuccoured Don Car- 
los in 1 73 1 : but the- court of Spain did not 
chufe to enrich her- enemies at fuch vaft ex- 
pences ; and, moreover, depended upon its 
power to eftablifh Don Philip in fpite of them. 
In the months of November and December 
*J4J* the court of Spain transported by fea fe- 
deral bodies of troops to Italy, under the conduit 
of the duke deMontemar, famous for his victory 
at Bitonto, -and ' afterwards remarkable by his 
<U%race. . They had been fuccefiively debarked 
in Tufcany, and in thofe ports called the ft ate 
Degli Preftdiij belonging to the crown of Sicily. 
Their route lying neceflarily through Tufcany, 
the grand duke, huiband to the queen of Hun- 
gary, gave them a fre^ paiTage, having declared 
himfelf neuter in the caufe of his wife. The 
duke of Modena, who was married to a prin- 
cefs of the blood of France, alfo declared him- 
felf neuter. Pope Benedict XIV. thro' whofe : 
territories both the Spanifh and Auftrian armies 
were to pafs, prom i fed the fame neutrality, and 
for a better re a (on than any other, as being the 
common father both of princes and people. 

Fre£h forces alfo arrived from Spain by the 
way of Genoa : that republic had alfo declared 
itfelf neuter, and permitted them to proceed. . 
About this time, the king of Naples too 
adopted the neutral fyftem, though his father 

F 3 and 
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and brother were principally concerned j yet 
after all not one of thefe potentates^ apparently 
neutral, were fo in reality. Don Carlos fent 
two Neapolitan regiments in Spanifb pay to the 
duke de Montemar : he was compelled to pro- 
mile that he would take no part in the difpute. 
Neither the coafts, nor yet the city of Naples, 
were fecure from being bombarded by the Eng- 
lrfh fleet. He had not reigned long enough to 
make his kingdom that powerful ftate which it 
had been formerly under the princes of Nor- 
mandy and thofe of the houfe of Anjou. It 
was now near three hundred years fince Naples 
had had a fovcreign refiding in the capital ; the 
country was always before governed by vice- 
roys ; and, often changing its matters, had not 
been able to acquire that flrength which a ftate 
derives from the fettled rule of a prince who 
refides^in perfon in his dominions. The king 
had began with eftablifhing regularity and 
i^iTtSiexce J b\it k requires time to rajfe a ma- 
rine, and 'form a body of difciplined and war- 
like troops. This prince's remaining neuter 
did not prevent the duke de Montemar's army 
from beijig encreafed by feveral Neapolitan re- 
giments, as has been before remarked. By this 
expedient X)on Carlos trained his foldiers, and 
preserved to his people peace and commerce. 

The duke of Mod en a was already the fecret 
friend of Spain ; Genoa had much the fame in- 
clination ; and the Pope, having acknowledged 
the emperor immediately after his eJedion, did 
not appear entirely neutral towards the queen 
of Hungary. 

Count Traun, the queen's governor in the 
duchy of Milan) afiembling all his forces, joined 

them 
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them to thofc which were fent him from Tirol. 
in order to oppofe the Spaniards. About the 
beginning of March 1740, the king of Sardinia, , 
feconding warmly the Auftnans, advanced to- 
wards the territories of Parma. , Charles Ema- 
nuel HI. king of Sardinia and duke of Savoy, , 
appeared every way deferving of a much more 
extenftve dominion than that which he pofTefTed, . 
and which it was his chief ftudy to augment : 
he now exerted as much courage and activity in 
the caufe of the houfe of Auftria, as he had dis- 
played againft it in the war of 1733. In thefe 
♦two conjunctures he fhewed how valuable his 
alliance was, and that nothing ought tobenegleft- 
ed either to fecure him or deprive him of power : 
he had excellent minifters and good general.'-, 
•and was himfelf both a minifter and a general ; 
an oeconomift in his expences, fkilful in his 
conduit, indefatigable in hardfhip, and cou- 
rageous in danger. 

ffa .appeared, evenfo early as the month of 
May with eighteen thoufand men on the Hoc 
of Parma, while the Auftrians advanced to- 
wards the Bolognefe with about twelve thou 
fand. . The duke of .Montemar, not near U> 
•ftrong, loft ground every- where. The king of 
<$a/dinia penetrated even' to Modena, with in- 
tention to make that duke renounce the neu- 
trality and join him : he propofed, conjunctively 
with the Auftrians, that he fhould give up his 
^citadel to them; but that prince and his fnoufe 
had too much courage to be compelled to take part 
in an affair in which they were no way concern- 
ed : they rather chofe the misfortune of lofing their 
territories for a while, than the (hame of being 
dependent upon thofe, who, under the name of 

F4 allies, 
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allies, propofed to hold them really in fenri- 
'tude: they quitted their principality, and re- 
tired toFerrara; while the Auftrians and Pied- 
'inontefe, pofltffing themfelves of the duchy of 
Modena, wafted the whole country. Such was 
the end of their neutrality ! 

As to the Pope, if the queen of Hungary did 
r»ot oblige him to renounce the fyftem be had 
adopted, {he forced him, however, to furni(b 
the means of carrying on the war even on the 
papal territory; for, as foon as her arms had 
gained the upper hand, {he obtained a bull for 
levying the tenth penny on all ecclefiaftical liv- 
ings throughout her Italian dominions : her 
tioops, which purfued the duke de Montemar 
in the marquifate of Ancona, lived at the ex- 
•j.cr.ce of the fubje&s of the holy fee. Rome 
Iiac it not in her power to caufe her neutrality 
to be refpecied. It was no longer the time in 
'which the popes were able^ fword in hand, to 
defend or encreafe their territories : they are 
izzzz rich, but lefs powerful than formerly : 
ihey have neither generals nor armies ;. taken up 
with a pacific fyftem for more than two hun- 
dred years* they receive law generally from the 
army that is nigh eft to their dominions. Car- 
dinal Alberoni, fome years fince, propefed a 
fcheme for remedying this weaknefc, by efta- 
bl ifhing an Italic body with the pope at their 
head, as we fee in Germany the emperor at the 
head of the Germanic body : t ut this project 
was too great to defend them from the calami* 
ties to which war always fubjc&s a neutral and 
defencele fs ftatc. 

With refpc& to the king of Naples'* neutra- 
lity, this was the consequence : Auguft j.9, 

they 
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they were furprifed with the appearance, off 
the port of Naples, of an English fquadron, 
confifting of fix fixty gun ihips of war, fix fri- 
gates, and two bomb-ketches. Captain, after* 
•wards admiral Martin, who commanded this 
4quadron, fent an officer afhore with a letter to 
the chief mmifter ; the purport of which was, 
that his Neapolitan majefty fhould recal his 
troops from the Spanifh army; or other wife, 
that bis capital fhould be immediately bom- 
barded. Some conferences were held : the Eng- 
lifli commodore, at length, gave him only one 
boar to determine. The port was but poor I v 
farniflied with artillery: they had not taken 
precautions neceflary to fecure them from in- 
fuir, becaufe they bad not expected it. They 
now faw that the old maxim is often verified, 
which feys, '* Whoever rules* at fea, will be 
-mafter at land. 9 * They were obliged to iign 
every thing the Englifli commodore propofed, 
- and even to obferve the treaty, until they had 
l - provided for the defence of the port and the 
kmgdom *. 
' The Englifh themfelves were very well con- 
vinced that the king of Naples could no more 
'obferve this neutrality which he had been ob- 
liged to embrace, than the king of England 
had obferved his in Germany. The duke de 
Montemar, who had entered Italy to reduce 
Lombardy, retired towards the frontiers of the 
kingdom of Naples, always clofely prefftd by 



• It weald not be amifs to repeat the fame expedient at 
this junflure : for, howfoever the Neapolitans may have 
fortified their city againit the cannon of the Enghfli fleet, 
they will find it impoifiblc to fecure it again ft the horrors 
of a bombardment. 

F 5 the 
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the Auftrians. The king of Sardinia returned 
at the fame time . to Piedmont and his duchy of 
Savoy, where his pre fence was required by the 
viciffitudes of war. The infant Don Philip had 
vainly ftrovc to debark fome frefh troops at Ge- 
noa, which he had been hindered from doing 
by the Englifh fquadron ; hut by land he en- 
.tered the duchy of Savoy, of which he became 
mafter. The fyndics of Chamberry paid him 
homage : he forbade the inhabitants of the du- 
chy to correfpond in the leaft with their mafter, 
under pain of death. King Charles Emanuel 
palled the Alps with twenty thoufand men ; and 
the infant, who had fcarcely more than two 
thoufand, abandoning his conquefts, retired to- 
wards Dauphiny, to wait for reinforcements* 
As foon as thefe had reached him, the Spaniards 
poflefled themfelves a fecond time of Savoy. 
This country is almoft entirely open on the fide 
of Dauphiny s but it is poor and barren ; fo 
that *the fovereign hardly draws from it a mil- 
Iron of iivres yearly. Charles Emanuel aban- 
doned it to haften to the defence of places more 
important. 

it is evident /rom this (ketch that the alarm 
was genera), and all the provinces from the 
heart of Silefia to the extremity of Italy expe- 
rienced different reverfes of fortune* Auftria 
was at this time at open war only with Bava- 
jja and Spain. Naples, Florence, Genoa, and 
Rome, were neuter. The people of the Mi- 
Janefe, of Mantua, of Parma, Modena, and 
Guaftalla, long accuftomed to be the prey of 
the conqueror, without daring to vote either 
for or again:!; him, looked upon thefe irruptions 
ui id frequent fhocks with an impotent melan- 
choly 
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chply concern. The court of Spain demanded 
of the dates of Switzerland a paflage through 
their territories forfome troops they were going 
to fend into Italy, and were refufed. The 
Swifs hire their foldiers to different princes, 
but forbid them from entering their territories \ 
the government is pacific, and the people war- 
riors ; a neutrality of fuch a nature could not 
but be refpe&ed. To give a proper weight to 
hers, Venice levied twenty thoufand men. 

All Germany feemed indifferent in the quar- 
rel between Auftria and Bavaria. Even the 
ele&or of Cologn did not dare to take the part 
of his brother, who was emperor: he feared 
the fate of the duke of Modena. If Hanover 
took part in the quarrel, it was only as a coun- 
try fubjeft to England, and her foldiers were 
paid by that crown, The German princes 
themfelves, although their troops were let out 
as mercenaries, were yet regarded as neuter. 
The imperial territories, in which the- forces 
of the belligerant powers at different times ap- 
peared, were feldom pillaged. The French 
paid for every thing in ready money; the Au- 
ftrians in paper : England and Holland (rill 
kept up at lead the appearance of peace with 
France. There was a conful from England at 
Naples, a minifter from France at Turin, nay 
even at Vienna ; and thofe dates again had 
their reprefentatives at Paris. But at bottom, 
the courts of Vienna, London, and Turin, 
were ufing their utmoft endeavours to {hake 
the French monarchy. 

England was more urgentwith Holland than 
ever to declare war, and France laboured hard 
to prevent it. This little republic might have 

F 6 enjoyed 
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enjoyed the glory of being mediatrix between 
France and Auftria ; it would have been for 
her intereft, as well as her grandeur: but the 
Englifh fa£tion *, which was uppermoft at the 
Hague, prevailed. Holland, however, miffed 
this opportunity of playing the nobleft part (he 
ever could have done in Europe. It often hap- 
pens that one man judges better in times of 
fa&ion and prejudice than a whole fenate, or 
even a nation. M. Van Hoy, ambaflador from 
the States General to the court of France, iri- 
ceflantly remonftrated to them, that nothing 
could fo much contribute to their intereft and 
glory as being the mediators; that if they pur* 
l'ued a contrary plan, they would have nothing 
left but a fruitlefs repentance But the pre- 
vailing fadron at the Hague grew incenfed at 
his couniel, and forbad him (behaviour before 
unheard-of!) to ufe any more reflections in bis 
letters. The party that contended for a war 
caufed his letters to be publifhed in Holland to 
ex pole him to ridicule, becaufe they feemed 
rather the exhortations of a philofopher, than 
the letters of an ambaffador ; but they only 
publifhed thejr own condemnation. 

There were indeed fome members of the 
States General who both thought and (poke 
like M. Van Hoy ; but they engrofled very lit- 



9 

• Rather the Orange faction, which has always compre- 
hended the army, and the bulk of the common people, 
who find their account in war, and are ea61y inftoenced'by 
the emiflarias of corruption. The other party, known by 
the appellation of Loutenftein, confifts of a few patriots, 
who are averfe to a perpetual dictator $ fome malecontents, 
and a gocd number attached, from views of (elf- intereft, 
to the ecu. t of VeriaUlet. 

tie 
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tie attention. They were warmed with the 
fingle word liberty^ the remembrance of their 
having been over-run by Lewis XIV. and the 
hopes of humbling his fucceflbr. One would 
think it fcarcely probable, that in the prefent 
times fome out lines of the cuftoms and man- 
ners of old Greece fhould be revived ; yet it 
was now feen in Holland. M. William Van 
Haren, a young gentleman,, one of the depu~ 
ties of the province of Frifeland to the States 
Genera], compofed fome allegorical poems to 
animate the nation again ft the king of France. 
Thefe pieces were full of beautiful ftrokes of 
writing : the author knew well how to enrich: 
his tongue, and to give it a turn of harmony 
which indeed it greatly wanted. His verfes, 
though fublime and allegorical^ were undet- 
ftood by the people, becauie they were na- 
tural, and the allegory clear : they were read 
after divine fervice, in the public fquares, 
and even in the villages j and thofe who 
read them were munificently paid by the 
auditors, as had been formerly the cafe with 
thofe who pronounced Homer's piece* in pub- 
lic. Nothing contributed more to enflame the 
Dutch. It had been propofed to augment the 
republic's troops with twenty thoufand men; 
to furnifh the queen of Hungary with effica- 
cious affiftance; but the deputies of Amfterdatn 
were ftill wavering. ' While they were thus 
undetermined, they received a letter in the 
name of a part of the town, called Le Jourdain, 
which had always been a turbulent quartet;; 
and it was couched in thefe terms: " Meffieurs- 
du Jourdain give this notice to Meffieurs the 
deputies, thai perhaps they may have their 

throats 
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throtts cut, unlcfs they confent to the railing 
twenty thoufand men. • This levy was agreed 
to, and fet on foot fome months after ; and 
then the ftatea had an army of eighty thoufand 
men. , 

It did net as yet appear evident that the 
United Provinces were to have a ftadtholder ; 
his party, however, privately gained ftrcngth. 
It was eafily forefeen that the fame people who 
fo loudly called out for a war, and forced their 

Soyernors to augment their troops, might one 
ay oblige them to give them a matter. But 
the magistrates who were mod devoted to the 
Englifli fa ft ion, though determined on a war, 
were yet more intent on preferving their au- 
thority : they ftood in more dread of a ftadt- 
holder than- the arms of "France. This was 
evident in the military promotions made in 
September 1 742 j when, notwithftandinj the 
remonftrances of the provinces of Gromngen 
and Frifeland, who dcfired that the prince or 
Orange fhould be appointed general of infantry, 
the ftates made him but a lieutenant-general, a 
title which the prince rejected with indigna- 
tion. 

In this violent fituatton were all the Euro- 
pean powers in the beginning of the year 
1743, when cardinal Fleury, after having been 
forced, in a very old age, notwithftanding his 
chara&er for peace, to involve Europe in 
trouble, departed this life: he left. the na- 
val and political affairs of France in fuch a 
crifis, that it had caufed fome change in the 
before- uninterrupted happinefs of his life, but 
it had no effeft upon the tranquility of his 
foul. He was at the time of his death eighty- 

j&iAe 
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nine years and feven months old. The cardi- 
nal may be confidered as having been a happy 
man, if we only reflect, that from the trueft 
enumeration, and moil exaft calculations, it is 
proved, according to the courfe of nature, not 
above one man in an hundred and forty cotem- 
poraries, arrive to eighty years of age. But 
we muft allow, that no man ever run through 
a more Angular or fortunate career, fince it is 
well known, that among thofe who arrive at 
that age, feldom one in a thoufand preferves 
his health, and has a head fit for bufinefs; and 
if it be remembered, that the cardinal was fe- 
ven ty- three when he aflumed the fundion of 
prime minifter, at which time of life the great- 
eft part of mankind chufe to retire from public 
bufinefs. 

If his good fortune was Angular, fo was his 
moderation. Cardinal Ximenes had the riches 
of a fovereign, and levied armies at his own ex- 
pence, yet always continued to wear the cor- 
delier's habit. Cardinal d'Amboife afpired at 
the papal crown. Wolfey, in his difgrace, de- 
plored his Condition, becaufe upon the road he 
had only an hundred and eighty domeftics to 
attend him. Every one knows the vanity and 
arrogance of cardinal Richelieu, and the im- 
mense wealth which Mazarin left behind him. 
Cardinal Fleurv had nothing left him whereby 
to be diftinguiined, but his modefly ; born to 
no fortune, and fubfifting merely upon the al- 
lowance of one of his uncles, he expended in 
beneficent aftions what he received from gene- 
roAty. His whole income, when prime mini- 
fter, was Axty thoufand livres, arifing from 
two benefices ; twenty thoufand, rod no mo*c, 

» was 
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was the produce of his feat in council.*, and he 
had fifteen thoufand from the poft-ofEce : half 
of the fum- total he laid out in private offices 
of charity, and the ether half was configncd to 
the maintenance of a moderate houfc, and 'a 
frugal table. His whole furniture was net 
worth two thoufand crowns. 

This fimplicity, which contributed fo much 
to his reputation and fortune, was no con- 
- Itraint upon him. Men are never apt to con- 
ftrain thenifelves fo very long. He had always 
lived thus entirely employed in pleafmg, and 
advancing his fortune, by thofe amiable qua- 
lifications which marked his character and dlf- 
pofitlon. When he was at court in the office 
of almoner to the dauphinefs, he gained every 
body's friendthip : his converfation was mild 
and graceful, mixed with pleafmg and lively 
anecdotes, and fometimes feafoned by a dafh of 
raillery, which, far from being otFcnfive, bad 
fome thing in it very engaging. He wrote juft 
as he fpoke. There are fome notes of his mil 
extant, written about fifteen days before his 
death, which prove that he preferved to the 
hft that power of endearment. He was praifed 
by all the ladies about court, without provoking 
the jealoufy or envy of the men. Lewis XIV. 
had refufea him a bifhopric a good while. I 
have heard him fay, that having at length 
been promoted to the djocefc of Frejus, when 
he bad no longer any hope of being advanced, 
the king add redid him thus : " J have made 
' >nger than I intended, becaufe you 
ny friends, who follicited for.yofcj 
refolved to. have the fatisfaftion of 
obliged to no-body but me." 

Although 
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.* Although he had a great number of that fort 
of acquaintance commonly called Friends, it 
was neither his rule nor his tafte to laviftLnis 
friendship : he only exhibited the outward ap- 
pearances of it,, and even that within a certain 
bound which had in "it nothing ei&er falfe or 
impofing ; being mafter of the art of preferving 
the good- will of all mankind., without entruft- 
ing his fecrets with any one: he reCgned his 
bifhopric as foon as. he was able,, after having 
by his ceconomy paid off feveral debts with 
which it had been encumbered, and done a vaft 
deal of good by his fpkit of reconciliation. 

Thefe were the predominant parts of his cha* 
ra&er. The reafon which he gave to his peo- 
ple for -refigning his bifhopric, was, that his 
bad ftate of. health prevented him from paying 
a proper attention to the welfare of his flock : 
he aligned the fame reafon to the duke of Or- 
leans, in his regency, for refuting the archbish- 
opric of Rheims, which his highnefs offered ta 
him. When marfhal Villars prefled hinx to ae* 
cept of it, his anfwer was, it would be very 
unbecoming him, who had not the ability to. 
govern the diocefe of Frejus, (hould he find 
ability to guide the archbiihoprtc of Rheims^ 
This bifhopric of Frejus was far from the court 
in an unpleafant country ; therefore it was ne- 
ver agreeable to him. He ufed to fay, that ho 
was difgufted at his marriage the moment he 
faw his wife. He fubferibed himfelf thus hu- 
mouroufly enough in one of his letters to Qui- 
rini : " Fleury, by the divine wrath, bifhop of 
Frejuj." 

He vacated that bifhopric about the beginning 
©f the year 1715* The court of Rome, which. 
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is always well informed of the ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs of other kingdoms,, was convinced that 
this voluntary and abfolute renunciation of a 
bifhopric was founded in reality on a notion. 
which Fieury entertained of being appointed 
preceptor to the Dauphin. Pope Clement II. 
who had no doubt of this, fpoke of it openly 5 
and indeed marfhal de Villeroi, after much fe- 
licitation, obtained that truft for him of Lewis 
XIV. who named for it the biihop of Frejus in 
his codicil. Neverthelefs, the new preceptor 
explains himfelf on this matter, in a letter to 
cardinal Quirini, thus : " I have regretted more 
than once the lofs of the folitude of Frejus : I 
was informed, on my arrival, that the king was 
at the point of death, and that he had done me the. 
honour of appointing me preceptor to his great 
grandfon : had he been able to have heard me, I 
would have entreated him tohaveexcufed me from 
a burthen, the consideration of which makes me. 
tremble j but, after his death, they would not 
liften to me : I have- been therefore extremely 
ill, and have no confolation for the lofs of my 
liberty." 

He comforted himfelf with infcnfibly form* 
tag his pupil to bufinels, fecrecy, and probity; 
and amidu all the revolutions 0/ the court, 
during the minority, preferved the good-will 
of the regent, and the eftecm. of the public. 
Never endeavouring to make himfelf of confe- 
rence, nor complaining of anyone ; expofing 
himfelf to no refufal, nor encaging in any in- 
trigue) but he applied himfelf fecretly to the 
knowledge of the injerjial adminiftration of the 
kingdom, and the policy of other nations. All 
Fjaiw wiflpd to fc^hiqi $ t^heh^d of affair?, % 
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and this with arofe from a ,confideration of the 
circumfpeftion of his conduct, and the fweet- 
nefs of his manners. Accident at length placed 
him there againft his will ; and, thus elevated, % 
he made it evident, that men of a mild and pa- 
cific turn of mind are fitteft to govern. His , 
administration was Jefs oppofed,. as well as lefs . 
envied,. than that of either Richlieu or Maza- . 
rine had been in their happieft days : his ad- 
vancement had no influence on his manners : 
they were ftill the fame. It was matter of ge- . 
neral aftonifhment to fee a firft minifter who , 
was unexceptionably the moft amiable and dif- 
interefted man of the whole court. This mo- 
deration happily correfponded with the welfare . 
ef the ftate : it flood in need of that peace of 
which he was fo fond ; and all the foreign mi- . 
nifters were perfiia,dejd v that, during his life* it : 
would never be interrupted,. 

When he appeared, in 1725, at the congrefs ; 
of Soiflbns, all the foreign minifters regarded ; 
him as their father; and many princes, befides < 
the emperor Charles VJ. often in their letters ; 
dtftinguiihed him by that title: but in 1733 
they pr efumed, too much on his character as a \ 
peaceable man. The grand chancellor of Vi- 
enna haughtily faid, they might proceed as they 
pieafed againu king Stan ifla,us, of Poland ; for 
the cardinal would bear, it all tamely : but, , 
when forced into a war, he conducted it with , 
prudence and fuccefs, and brought it to a happy 
conclufion. The treaty was not indeed fatis- . 
falSory either to Spain or Savoy; but. France, 
got Lorrain by it ; and furely there is no need ; 
tor hefitation, when we are to chufe whether 
we iball ferve our allies or our country; 

Without 
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Without having, any mighty views, he did 
fome great things, by Jetting them work theic 
own events. His tranquil difpofition made 
him fear, and even undef-value, men- of a 
penetrating, aftivc capacities ; for fuch, he 
pretended, were' never at reft. But as this, 
turn of mind is always accompanied by ftrong 
talents, he kept thofe who were pofTe/Ted of it 
at too great a diftance. His diftruft,of man- 
kind was much greater than his defire of know- 
ing them : his age and character inclined him, 
to believe that, there was no fort of genius in. 
France, in any branch whatever. ; and even if 
there were, he thought he might do without 
thofe who pofTefled it, believing it a matter of great 
indifference what kind of people he employed*. 
He endeavoured, as much as in him lay, to in«* 
trod ace into the public adminiftration that oeco-» 
norny which reigned in his own houfe. By ar* 
adherence to this, maxim, he negleded to keep 
on foot a ftrong naval' armament : . he never 
imagined that the ftate might .one day ftand in 
need. of it to opgofe the Englifb, whom he bad 
lbng amufed with negotiations; but negotia- 
tions may vary and fail of their influence, whea 
a. good fleet will not. 

The chief principle of his adminiftration was 
to prcferve regularity in the finances of the. 
kingdom, and to give her time to recover her- 
ifelf j " like a robuft body, which, having felt 
fome {hock, ftands in need only of a certain 
regimen to reftore it." This was the anfwer 
he made when a grand projeft was laid before 
him, which was an innovation of the finances ; 
and indeed the ftate of commerce, left almoft 
to itfelf, under his adminiftration, was very, 

flpuri&uig 
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Sourifhing during the peace; but not being 
fupported by maritime forces equal to thofe of 
England, it drooped confiderabfy while the war 
of 1741 lafted. 

His administration was not remarkable for 
any new eftabHfhment in the kingdom, any 
public monument, nor for even one of thofe 
magnificent undertakings or inftitutions which 
impofe on the public, and ftrike the eyes of 
firangers ; but it will be always diftinguifhed 
by his moderation, Simplicity, uniformity, and 
prudence. 

At length the moft peaceable of minifters 
was dragged into the moft violent quarrel ; and 
be who was the beft hofband of the public 
treafures of France, was at laft obliged to lavifh 
them on a war, which, while he lived, proved 
unfortunate. The king was prefent at his 
laft moments ; he wept over him ; the dauphin* 
was brought into the .chamber, and at they kept 
him at feme diftance from the bed of the dying * 
man, the cardinal defired they would permit' 
him to be brought nearer : " it is proper, fays - 
he, that he fhould be accuftomed to fuch fights 
as this is." At length he expired in his nine- 
tieth year, undaunted and refigned. 
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Unhappy Jhuation °fthe emperor Charles VIL Lofs 
of the battle of Dtttingen. The army of France* 
which was Jent to affift the emperor in Bavaria, 
abandons his caufe. 

> T^ O (boner were the eyes of cardinal Fleury 
*^ clofed, than the king took the reins of 
government into his own hands : there was no 
part, not even the minuteft of the adminiftra- 
tion, of which he was not mafter. He was 
firmly refolved to accept of an honourable 
peace, or to profecute with vigor a neceflary 
s War ; and to adhere inviolably to his word. 

He made no change in the meafures already 
taken ; the fame generals commanded* 

It is pretended by fame, that the lame mif- 
takes were committed in 1743, which the pre* 
ceding year had occafioned the lofs of Bohemia 
and Bavaria; that the Bavarian and French 
forces being divided into too many feparate bo* 
dies, mouldered away by degrees. The mor- 
tality which got footing among the French 
troops in Bavaria was the beginning of their 
misfortunes. It often happens that more fol- 
diers perifl) through inadion than fatigue, and 
great care fhould be tiken to hinder any fick- 
nefs that chances to find its way into a camp, 
from fpreading. The French foldiers fpent the 
latter eitd of 1742, and the beginning of 1743, 
crouded upon each other in German ftoves, 
which alone deftroyed them in great numbers ; 
but that which was their greateft detriment 

was 
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was a mifunderftanding between marfhal Brag* 
-lio and count SeckendoriF, whd then com- 
manded the Bavarians. The latter, who aded 
-under prince Charles, would have had the for- 
mer weaken himfelf to fend him reinforce- 
ments ; but the marfhal refufed him as often as 
they were afked, having enough to do in oppof- 
ing prince Lobkowitz. The emperor, who was 
then in Munich, could not reconcile them. 
•Broglio was faid in the public papers to have 
forty thoufand men, but he had not more than 
twenty thoufand. 

Prince Charles of 'Lorrain, with his united 
forces, obtained at this time a complete vic- 
tory over the Bavarians, in the neighbourhood 
of the river Inn, not far- from Branaw. He 
cut off eight thoufand men, and took prifoners 
general Minuzzi, and three other general offi- 
cers. The remains of the defeated army re- 
tired to Branaw, and all Bavaria was foon 
opened to the incurfions of the Auilrians. Ma- 
ria Therefa received this news at Prague the 
very day on which file was crowned ; a cere- 
mony with which her rival had been fhortly 
before honoured in the fame place. There 
was nothing now to oppofe the progrefs of 
prince Charles : he took Dingelfing, Decken- 
dorfF, and Landau, upon the Ifler ■> and made 
a number of prifoners every where. ' 

On the other fide, prince Lobkowitz pof- 
fefled himfelf of the Upper Palatinate, and 
marfhal Broglio retired towards Ingoldftat. 
The emperor once mpre fled from his capital, 
and fheltered himfelf in Augfburg, an imperial 
town ; but he did not remain there long. As 

he 
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he quitted it, be had the mortification to fee 
colonel Mentzel enter at the head of his Pan- 
dours ; and thefe favages had the brutality to 
intuit him in the public ftreets : he retired to 
Frankfort. This rapid courfe of events fell out 
in May and June. 

The emperor's misfortunes daily encreafing, 
he was reduced to the neceffity of fupplicating 
the queen of Hungary, whom he had been once 
fo near dethroning : he offered to renounce all 
his claims to ihe inheritance of the houfe of 
Auflria. The hereditary prince of Hefle un- 
dertook the management of this negotiation, 
arid waited on the king of England, then at 
Hanover, with the emperor's propofitions. 
King George's anfwer was, that he would 
confult his parliament. Even this negotiation 
of the prince of Hefle ferved only to convince 
the emperor more clearly, that his enemies 
meditated his expulfion frt>m the imperial 
throne. The refource whichjie cxpeSed by 
addrefling the queen of Hungary being denied 
to him, his next ftep was to declare his inten- 
tion of remaining neuter, though in his own 
caufe ; and he therefore requefted of her to let 
the fhattered remains of hi3 army quarter in 
Suabia, and to be regarded as the troops of the 
empire. He at the fame time otTered to fend 
marfhal Broglio's army back to France. The' 
queen anfwered, cl that fhC was not at war 
with the head of the empire, and fince, ac- 
cording to the directions of the golden bull, 
which had been violated by his election, (he 
had never acknowledged him as fuch, (he (hould 
caufc his troops to be attacked wherever they' 

were 
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were found ; yet as to himfelf, flie would not 
oppofe his taking refuge in any part of the im- 
perial territories, Bavaria excepted." 

At the fame time Lord Stair dire&ed his 
inarch towards Frankfort with an army of up- 
wards of fifty thoufand men, confiding of Eng- 
liih, Hanoverians, and Auftrians. The king 
of England arrived at the army with his fecond 
fon the duke of Cumberland, having in his 
way palled by Frankfort, the afylum of the 
emperor, whom he ftill acknowledged as his 
fovereign in the empire, and yet agamft whom 
he waged war in hopes to dethrone him. 

The Dutch at length con fen ted to join the 
allied army with twenty thoufand men, believ- 
ing that now they could take fuch a ftep with* 
out any hazard; and that, without declaring 
war ajrainft France, they'might help to crufn 
her. They fent fix thoufand men into Flanders to 
replace the Auftrian garrifons, and prepared to 
fend fourteen thoufand men into Germany ; but 
they proceeded in the true fpirit of the republic 
very flowly : they either believed, or at leaft 
pretended to believe, at the Hague, Vienna, 
and London, that France was now drained both 
of men and money. One of the principal 
members of the ftates of Holland affirmed, that 
France could not raife more than one hundred 
thoufand men, and that her whole current fpe- 
cie did not exceed two hundred millions of li- 
vres. This was abufing the people ftrangely ; 
but it is neceflary often to deceive them, to 
keep them in proper fpirits. 

The king of France, in the mean time, fent 
marfhal Noailles with fixty-fix battalions, and 
one hundred and thirty-eight fquadrons, to at- 

G tack 
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tack the Englifti wherever he could find them;; 
and he refolved'to fend affiftance to Don Philip 
in Italy, in cafe the court of Sardinia fhould 
refufe to come . to an accommodation. He 
maintained, befiJes, upon the Danube, a com- 
plete army 'of fixty-fix fquadrons and one hun- 
dred and fifteen battalions ; and this force was 
ilrong enough to fuccour £gra on one fide, and 
Bavaria on the ,otber. Although but an aux- 
iliary, he appeared every-where as a principal ; 
and the emperor, having retreated from Augf- 
burgh to Frankfort, expe&ed the decifion of 
his fate from the fortune of his allies or of his 

enemies / 
The quarrels of this prince, and other dif- 

{ rotes to which it gave rife, now employed not 
efs than ten armies at Once ; five in Germany, 
and as many in Italy. There was, firft, M. 
Broglio's army in Germany, which defended 
Bavaria: it was made up, in the main, of all 
thofe regiments which had ta"ken the route of 
Bohemia, and of half of M. Belleifle's troops, 
which, ioinfcd to the Bavarians, made a very 
formidable body : the fecond was that of prince 
Charles, which prefTed hard upon. Broglio, and 
ravaged Bavaria : the third was that of M. de 
Noailles upon the Rhine, augmented with troops 
and recruits from M. Belleifle. To oppofe No- 
aitles the Hanoverians, Auttrians, and Englifli, 
were affembled, to the amount of fifty thoufand 
men, under the command of king George II. 
This was the fourth army. The fifth was four- 
teen thoufand Dutch, advancing flowly, on the 
banks of the Alairie, to join the laftj but they 
came too'late. / ' 
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' The five armies, in Italy* were, firft, that of 
*the infant Don Philip, which had fubdued Sa- 
voy : fecoridiy, that of the king of Sardinia, 
part of which guarded the Alps, and part was, 
joined with the Auftrians ; which latter may be 
reckoned atbird.army, as they fpread themfelves 
ftom theMilanefeto the neighbourhood of Bo- 
logna : thefe were oppofed by count Gages, a 
Fleming by birth, whofe merit had rarfed him to 
the command of the Spanifh army, in the place 
of the duke de Montemar : the fifth was that 
of Naples, tied up from acting by a treaty juft 
then expiring. To thefe .ten armies may be 
added an eleventh, -that of Venice, kept on 
fop* purely to fecure that republic from the in* 
fults.of the others., 

• Thefe vaft appearances . kept all Europe in 
fufpenfe. It was a game played from one end 
to the other of this quarter of the globe by all 
her princes; in thd.courfe of which they ha- 
nded nearly upon equal terms the blood and 
treafure of their fubj>e£b, and held fortune long 
in the balance by a, variety of great achieve- 
ments, vaft miftakes,- and conuderable lofles. 
Very little land is to be gained in Italy, even' 
with great difficulty ; for, on the fide of Pied- 
Tiiont, a tingle rock may coft a whole army ; 
and about Lombardy the country is entirely in- 
terfered with rivers and canals. . 

Count Gages had pafled the Panaro, and at- • 
tacked count Traun : they fought a battle at 
Campo Santo in the month of Februafy, for 
which Te Detm was fung'both at Madrid and 
Vienna : it coft the lives of many brave foldicrs 
on both fides, but gave fuperiority to neither ; 
in Germany. they. e *P^$ e d more docifive actions* 
., , . « 'i G 2 Marfhal 
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Marfhal de Noailles, who commanded againft 
the king of England, had borne arms ever fince 
^e was fifteen years of age : he had been at- the' 
bead of the army in Catalonia, and) befides, 
fafipd through all the offices of civil govern* 
tnent: he had directed. the finances in the 
beginning of the regency : he had been general 
of an army, and minifter of ftate 5 and in all 
his employments was remarkable for the cul- 
tivation of letters ; a conduct formerly com* 
mon among the Greeks and Romans, but tardy 
to be found in modern times in Europe. T^ue 
general had, by a. foperioF manoeuvre, made 
hjmfelf tnafter of the coun&y : he flanked the 
army of the king of England, and kept the 
Maine between them : at the fame time, by 
fecuring all the avenues to their camp, both 
above and below, he cut off all their fubfift- 
ence. 

The kfng of England took poft at Afchaffen* 
burgh, a town on the Maine, belonging to the 
elector of Mentz : be took this ftep againft tho 
opinion of the earl of Stair, and foon repented 
he had done fo ; for he. now (aw his army 
blocked up and ftarved by M. Noailies * : the 
foldiers were reduced to half their daily allow- 
apce, and the king faw himfelf under a necef- 
Iky of retreating, to look for provisions at Ha- 
nau, on the road to Frankfort;' but in this cafe 
he found be muft be expofed to the fire of the 
batteries which the enemy had railed upon the 

Maine: he was therefore obliged to make a 

■ ■ ' ■ ■ 1 ■■ 

• Tbcy were in fuch want of forage and proviioaf* 
that they were reduced to the necefiity of propofing to 
hamftring their horfes, which they muft hare done, had 
they remained two days longer m this pofitioo. 

precipitate 
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Srecipitate retreat with an army weakened by 
efertion, and whafe rear, was in danger of be* 
ingcutoffby the French ; for M.Noailles had 
taken the precaution to throw bridges over the 
river between Dettingen and AfchaiFenburgh, 
on the road to Hanau ; and this, to complete 
their error, the allies had not prevented. June 
26, the king of England caufed his army to 
decamp at midnight without beat of drum, and 
ventured upon a mod precipitate and dangerous 
march, which indeed he could by no means 
avoid. 

Count deNoailles, who encamped upon the 
fide of that river, was the firjt who perceived 
this mofton» of wfeich he inifcntly jpprifed his 
father : themarfjial toicr, apd faw <jbe EnglUh 
inarching, «a it w<t9fc to their defttf dion in a 
narrow road, with 4 moi*n#ain on oije fide, and 
a river on- the other ; fee immediately caufed 
thirty 4quadr0A*» confifting of the king'* bouf- 
bold, of the dragoons, and huflars, to advance 
tpvyards the village of Pettingen, before which 
the Englifh muft neceflirily havo pt&kd, Four 
brigades of infantry, with tbat*ofithe French 
guards* Were marched over two bridges, with 
orders to remain pofted in the village of Det- 
tingen, on one fide of a hollow way, where 
they could not be perceived by the Eqglifli, of 
ail whofe motions the marihal had a clear view* 
M.deValiere, a lieutenant-general, who had 
made the artillery as fcrviceable as could be pof- 
Gble, held the enemy in a defile, between two 
batteries, which played upon them from theoppo* 
fite bank* They were to pafs through a hollow 
way, which lies between Dettingen and a fmall 
rivulet. The French were opt 10 fail on them 

G 3 but 
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but at a certain advantage, as the very fituatiott. 
of the ground was a fhare. from which they 
could not escape I The ki.ig of England -war 
in danger of being raknn. In fhort, it wa,s now 
one of thofe critical moments that might have 
put an end to the war. 

The marlhal recommended it to the duke de 
Gramrrronr, bis nephew, a lieutenant-general, 
and colonel of the guards,, to wait in that pofi- 
tron till the enemy fhould fall into his hands* 
which was unavoidable. In the mean time, he 
went to reconnoitre a ford, in order to advance 
ft)me more cavalry, and more clearly to examine* 
the port u re of the enemy. Moft of the officer* 
fay he had better have ttaid at the head of his 
army, to enforce obedience ; but, hud the day 
been fuccefeful, this error would net have been 
laid t6 his charge. Be that as it may, he fent 
five brigades to fecure the poft of Afchaffen- 
burgh $ fo that the Englifh were furrounded oat 
all fides. 

All thefe meafures were dtfeoncerted by a itkk 
ment's impatience. The duke de Grammar** 
imagining that the firft column of the enemy 
had already pafled, and that he had only to 
fall upon their rear, which could not withftand 
him, caufed his troops to advance from the hoi* 
low way. The duke de Chevreufe reprefented 
to him the danger of this unfeafonable courage \ 
the count deNoaillesiittreated that he would only 
wait a moment for the return of his father j the 
duke de Grammont, whofe motions were already 
perceived by the Engltfb, thought he ought not 
to retire ; therefore, quitting the very advan- 
tageous poft, which he ought by all means to 
have kept, he advanced with a regiment of 

' guards, 
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guards,. and NoaillesV infantry, into a fmajl 
field, called, the Cock -pi t, The English, who 
were filing ofFin order of battle, foon formed : 
their whole army confifted of f.fty thoufand 
men; and they were oppofed by thirty fquadrons 
and five brigades of infantry. Thus theFrench 
tbemfelves fell into the very fnare they had laid 
for the enemy, whom they attacked in difordcr, 
and with unequal. force The cannon which 
M. d« Valiere had ' planted upon the Mainfc, 
raked the enemy's flank, and that of the Hano- 
verians in particular ; but they had batteries on 
the other hand, -which took the French army in 
front. The advantage of cannon, wjjich is 
very great,, was Toon over-balanced j the artil- 
lery on the. banks of the Maine being rendered 
ufelefs, as in the cbrvfufion it mud have annoyed 
the French themfelves, in cafe of its being pro- 
perly ferved. • Marfhal Noailles returned the 
moment the fault had been committed, and afl 
he could do was to* endeavour to repair it by the 
courage of his troops. The king's houftiold 
and the carabineers at the firft onfet broke thro' 
two whole lines of the enemy's cavalry*; but 
they formed again inftantly, and the French 
were fur rounded. The officers of the regiment 
of guards marched on boldly at the head of a 
fmall body of infantry : twenty-one of thefe 
were killed upon the fpot, as many more 
wounded dangeroufly, and the regiment of 
guards was in ti rely routed. 

— — — ' 1 — — — — *—■— ■ — imm — » 

v 

* The h 00 (hold troops of France made a rath and impe- 
tuous attack upon part of theEngli/h firft Jioc of infantry 
and fome few of them penetrated j hut they were all killed 
©r taken to a man* 

G ± The 
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The duke de Chartres, the prince de Cler- 
mont, the count d'Eu, and the duke de Pen- 
thievre, though fo Very young, exerted their 
utmoft endeavours to put a ftop to the diforder. 
The count de Noailles had two hbrfes killed 
under him, and his brother, the duke d'Ayen, 
was thrown from the faddle. 

The marquis de Puifegur, fon of the marfhal 
of that name, harrangued the foldiers of his re- 

{giment to encourage them ; followed and rai- 
led, as much as in his power, thofe that fled ; 
nay fome of them, who would not ftand, but 
cried out " for each man to fave himfelf," he 
killed with his own hand. The princes and 
dukes de Biron, Luxemburgh, Boufflers, Che- 
vreufe, and Peguiny, advanced at the bead 
of the brigades they met with, and, leading 
them on, penetrated into the enemy's lines. 
On the other hand, nothing could abate the 
courage of the king's boulhold tfoops and the 
carabineers. Here one might fee a company of 

{guards and two hundred mufketeers ; there a 
ew troops of cavalry advancing with fome light 
horfe, with others following the carabineers, or 
horfe*grenadiers, running upon the Englifli 
fword in hand, with more bravery than difci- 
plinej nay, fo little was discipline obfcrved 
among them, that about fifty mufketeers hero- 
ically forced their way through a regiment of 
horic, called the Scotch Greys; a regiment 
highly efteemed by the EngUlh,. made up of 
picked men, choicely mounted. We may wcH 
imagine what muft be the fate of fifty young 
fellows poorly mounted, againft a body* by 
•whom they were fo confidently out-numbered. 

They 
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They we« almoftaDtilW, wounded, dr taken 
prisoners. The fon of the marquis de Fencloa 
was taken prifoner in the iaft rank of the regt* 
went of Scotch Greys j twenty- feven officers of 
the king's houihold troops periflrcd 10 tnis fight,' 
and fixty-fix wercdangeroufly rounded :.* among 
the latter were count 4*Eu, coont d'Haccourt, 
count de Beavron, and duke de Boofltors : count 
de la Motte Houdancourt, gentlemari«uiher to 
the queen, had his horfe killed under him * 
, and, after being trampled almoft to death by 
the cavalry, was carried off the field almoft 
dead ; the arm of the marquis de Gontaud was 
broken ; the duke de Rochechouart, firft lord 
of the bed-chamber, having been twice wound- 
ed, and continuing fiill to fight, was at length 
killed on the fpot j as was alfo the maiquifies 
de Sabran, Fleury, the count d'Eftrades, and 
die count de Roftaing. The death of a counc 
de Boufflers, of the branch of Ramiencourt, 
ihould not be overlooked among the Angulari- 
ties of this unfortunate day : he was only ten 
years and a half old : his leg being broken by a 
cannon-ball, he fuftained thefhoke, the^uttt^g 
off his leg, and even met death itfelf vtic|» 
amazing intrepidity. So much youth, tempered 
with fcch valour, melted in t o tears all who wfcrc 
witoeft of hit misfortune i . - v 

«- Nor *as tbeJofs among the Englilh officers 
mpdi lefs considerable. The king of England 
Bimfelf fought both 00 foot and on borfeback^ 
both at the head of the cavalcy and infaiury* 
The duke of Cumberland was wounded by Jii* 
fide, and the duke d'Arembcfg received a 
mufket-ball* hi his breaft : the EngHflu loft ft?-* 
' ' J G 5 -vcral 
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veral general officers *. The battle lafted three 
hours with great inequality* Courage alone 
was oppofed to valour, number, and difcipline* 
At length. marfiial Noailles ordered a retreat ^ 
por was it done without fome confufion f . 
The king of England dined upon the field of 
battle* and then retired, -without giving him* 
fclf time to carry off the wounded; of whom* 
' he left about fix hundred behind him, who 
were recommended by Lord Stair to M. Noail- 
ks's generality. The French treated them like 
their countrymen r they behaved to, each other 
with civility and refpe&; while* on the other 
hand v during this whole war, the Hungarians, 
lefs civilised indeed, (hewed nothing but a fpi- 
tit of rapine and barbarity. 

The two generals wrote letters to eadt 
ether, that plainly (hew to what height polite* 
eels and humanity may.be carried amidft alt 
the horrors .of a war*. There are. thefe word* 
in a letter written by Lord Stair to marfhal 
Noailles from Hanau, and dated June 30* " I 
have fent back all the French, prifoners of 
% whom I had any knowlege \. and I have givot 
eiders for the reJeafement of all fucb as may 
bave fallen into the bands of the Hanoverians* 



• The aenerak Clayton and Mont; watt the only of- 
ntert of&&«^«» tolled io the allied amy. Aaaongtbe 
wounded were the earl of Albemarle tad general ffa&e, 

f Had not the troop* which the earl of Stair had de- 
tached in purfuit oT the French, bet* cooAternunded, this 
battle would, in all probability, have bean declare j bat 
the enemy ware allowed tajepafc the if aynt withont aao- 
leftatioa, thoofh a coondejebl* another of them poruna* 
ip> that river, throat* the pfae^uriaavof their fear. 

Yet* 
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You will> I tope, permit me to thank, you for 
the very generous behaviour you. have (hewo, 
which iff, indeed, entirely conformable to v the 
high opinion I always profefied to entertain .for 
monfieur the duke de. Noailies* i am, Sir, 
particularly obliged to. ypu for the .care you 
have fo benevolently taken of our woundrd." 

. Nor was this greatnefs of foul peculiar to 
the earl of Suit and the duke de Noailies. 
There was an a& of generality of the duke of 
Cumberland's, that above all others ought to be 
handed down to pofterity. A muflceteer, named 
Girardeau, being dangeroufly wounded, was 
brought near his higbnefs's tent; furgeon$ were 
much wanting; thofe they had were taken up 
elfewhere : they were now going to drefs the 
duke's leg, which had been wounded in the 
calf by a mufket-ball * : " Begin, faid he no- 
bly, with the wound of that French officer; he 
,-ts more dangeroufly hurt than I am, and 
ftands-if^need of more afii fiance ; I (hall as yet 
want !$!>€•? The lofs of both armies was 
nearly the fame : there were 2231 men of the 
allies, killed and wounded. . This computation 
e- takep from the account of the Englifh, 
iofelddtodiminifb their own lofs, and never 
pnent that of the enemy. . 
^his battle was not unlike that of Czaflau 
tohemia, or -that of Campo Santo in Italy. 
it exploits were performed, much blood 
and neither fide reaped any advantage. 
>fc of the French was confiderable, in 

^ a grape-(hot, ^rhich penetrated through the 
flcihy pftaf&bekg. 

G 6 Wafting, 
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Wafting, by a precipitate and diforderly warmth, 
Ae fruits that might have been otherwife ga- 
thered from the nneft difpofition imaginable : 
the battles of Creci and Poidieia had been loft 
Jbv conduS of a fimilar nature. The king of 
England, who here ' acquired great honour, 
reaped no other benefit from the vidtory, 
than that of haftily retiring from the field of 
battle to feek fubfiftence at Hanau. The au- 
thor of this hiftory meeting with Lord Stair 
fome weeks after the battle, took the liberty 
to afla him his opinion of it : " It is my opi- 
nion, faid that general, that you have com* 
mitted one fault, and we two : yours was paf- 
. ling the hollow way, not having patience to 
wait : our two were, expofing ourfelves firft to 
the danger of being all deftroyed \ and Second- 
ly, not naving puriued our viftory, by making 
a proper ufe of it." 

Never had man greater reafon to complain 
than M. de Noailles, who faw himfelf by one 
precipitate moment cut off from all the glories 
of a battle that might have finifhed the war r yet 
he did not complain ; he recriminated upon no- 
body; his regard for his nephew outdid the 
care of his own juftification. He fatisfied hinr* 
felf with barely reprefenting to the king his 
matter, in a letter as wife and eloquent as it 
was inftrudive, the great neceffity there was 
for re-eftabliihing a proper difcipline* 

Many French and Englilh officers went, af- 
ter this ad ion, to Frankfort, a town that al- 
ways remains neuter, where the emperor bad 
then retired * who faw one after another Lord 
Stair and marfhal de Noailles, without maun 

felling 
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fefting to ibem afcy othtr fentiment* than thofc 
of patience in his days of evil joutiin^ , 
. Marfhal firoglio's precipitatfretreat from tbt 
frontiers of Bavaria, which wlscjoade about 
the fame, time, was attendtd "witW cdnfequences 
fiill more dreadful 10 the crqperor than thofc 
of the battle of Dettingen. . Marfhal Brogixo, 
who had long been difiatnfied with fnafcfhal 
Seckendorfiv the Bavarian general, had always 
declared both by letter and word of mouth* 
even before the campaign, that he could not 
keep Bavaria. He departed from thence about 
the end of June, at the fame time nearly that 
the emperor, believing himfelf no longer fate 
at Augfburgh, took flicker at Frankfort, where 
fee arrived the 27th at night, being the very day 
on which the battle was fought. > - 

1 MarfttaLNoailles found thfc emperor infinitely 
chagrined on account of marfhal Brogiio's re- 
treat; and, to augment his misfortunes, he was 
without fubfiftence for himfelf and his family, 
in an imperial town, where nobody woufd ad- 
vance him any thing, though the head of the 
dmpite. Marfnal NpatUes gave him forty thou- 
sand crowns upon a letter of credit* being cer- 
tain that the king his matter would not difap- 
prove fuch an a&ion. 

Marfhal Broriio had, on his retreating, left 
die emperor fttu pofiefled of Straubing, Ingold- 
ftadt on the Danube, and Egra on the £ger, 
upon the confines of the Uppejr.Ralatinate, and 
they were all blockaded. There were, more- s 
over, feme Bavarian troops ftHi in Branaw, 
which place the Auftrians had alo&gttime neg- 
le&ed to befiege in form , hut. being matters of 

all 
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ait the country round, it ibon capitulated* 
Straubing, in which were twelve hundred 
French, immediately followed its example. 
Thefe twelve hundred men were conduced to 
the main body of the army, which was then 
quitting Bavaria, and directing its march to- 
wards the Neckar. When at length they ar- 
rived there,* their number was dwindled away 
at leaft twenty-five thoufand, more of whom 
were loft by defertion and ficknefs* than the 
fword of the enemy. 
The putting the emperor Charles VII. in 

Crffcffion* of Vienna or Prague was now no 
nger meditated. They were obliged to turn 
their views to the defence of the French 
frontiers, threatened by two victorious armies* 
that of prince Charles and the king of Eng- 
land. France bad, in three campaigns, fent 
to the emperor's affiftance in Bavaria and Bo*, 
hernia upwards of an hundred and twenty-five 
thoufand fighting men ; out of all which mar* 
ihal Broglio brought back about thirty thou-* 
And. The emperor, plunged in the deepeft 
defpair, demanded of the king, that marfhal 
Broglio fhould be fent into exile: his majefty 
thought himfelf under a neceffity of giving bis 
griefs that fatisfadion; of giving that weak 
and ineffe&ual confolation to his misfortunes. 

One would, be apt to think, that there muft 
have been fome radical defed in the condufi of 
this grand enterprize, in which fuch r epeated 
efforts had proved futile and abortive. Perhaps 
the failure arofe from hence : the Bavarian em* 
ueror had neither ftrong towns, nor good troope 
in his dominions; his authority oyer the French 

army 
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army was foreign and confined j and his bad 
ftate of health rendered bim incapable of pulh* 
Mig the war vigoroufly againft an enemy which, 
was daily acquiring power 5 all thefe points 
«oniidered, they were certainly much to his 
disadvantage. A prince Should be able to zGt 
upon his own foundation who attempts to fet 
*on foot fiich vaft enterprises (for never xl id any 
' prince make a yery important conqucft barely, 
• by the help of another perfgn. 
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CHAP. VH. 

• * 

Tie empertr dories VU. wdergm/rejb ttijgrmtu 
• A new treaty mmng bis enemies* Lewis XV. 
: f*fp$rts % at en* and At fame timt, tbeetnpevmn* 

thf Infant Den FkUip ef Spain* and from 
\ QnwJ* Edward, vd* *t<em#g ta afismei the 

tbrene #f bis amtfhrs in St&md* tkaaattk 

of Teuton. 

'TPHE emperor remained at Frankfort, to all 
* appearance without either allies or ene- 
mies, nay indeed without fubje&s. The queen 
of Hungary had caufed all the inhabitants of 
Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate to take an 
oath of allegiance to her,againft which exaded 
oath the Bavarian emperor in Frankfort pro- 
tefted. A printer in the town of Stadamhof 
was condemned tq be Kangcgl in the market* 
place for having printed $tm proteft made by 
his fovereign. Nor^id .they flop at thefe in- 
fults j for fhortlv afterthe council of Auftria 
prefented to the imperial diet, even in the town 
of Frankfort, memorials, wherein the eledton 
of Charles VII. was treated as null, and abfo- 
lutely void/ The new eledor of Mentz, high 
chancellor of the empire, to which dignity he 
had been advanced againft the emperor's will, 
registered thefe pieces in the Protocol of the 
empire. Charles could only complain, which 
he did by written remonftrances, while, to 
$n jfh , his difgrace, the king of England, as 
ttt&or of Hanover, wrote him word, that the 
nuceu of Hungary and the elector of Mentz 

were 
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in the right. In fine, they talked of forcing 
him to abdicate the imperial throne, and to re- 
fign it in favour of the duke of Tufcany. 

In the mean while, the emperor having de- 
clared himfelf neuter, the allies were ft ripping 
him of his dominions ; fo that the king of France, 
who had on his account engaged in the war, 
had more reafon than ever to proclaim he 
would no longer meddle with the affairs of the 
empire ; and this was pronounced as his refo- 
fution fblemnly by his minifter at Ratifbon, 
July the 6th. Such ajdifpofition might, at any 
other time, have produced a feparate' peace ; 
but England and Auftria wanted to improve 
their advantage. Thefe powers aimed at com- 
pelling the emperor to requeft, that his enemy 
the grand duke of Tufcany, fhould be advanced 
to the dignity of king of the Romans ; ' and 
ihey alfo flattered themfelves with hopes of be- 
ing able to penetrate into AHace and Lorrain. 
Thus do we fee an ofFenfive war began at the 
gates of Vienna, turned into a defenfive one 
on the banks of the Rhine. 

Auguft 4th, prince Charles made a lodge* 
meat upon an ifland in that river near old Bri- 
fac : on the other fide, fome Hungarian parties, 
had advanced beyond the Sarre, and committed 
fome outrages on the frontiers of Lorrain. 
The fame MentzeJ, who bad been the firft that 
took Munich, bad the infolcnce to difperfe a 
writing, under the name of a declaration • or 
manifefto, dated Auguft the 20th, and add re f- 
fed to the inhabitants of A) face, Burgundy,. 
Franche-Comte, and the three bifboprics, in- 
viting them to return, as he called it, to the obe- 
dience of the houfe of Auftria; he alfo threat- 
ened 
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ened to hang up all fuch of them as fhould' 
take up arms, againft him-, but that he fbould- 
firft compel them, with their own hands, to 
cut off their nofes and ears-. . Such brutal fero- 
city produced only contempt : the frontiers 
were well: guarded, . and a xktachment from- 
prince Charles's army having pafled the Rhine* * 
were cut in pieces,. Auguft the 4th, by count- 
de Berenger. 

About the end of July, the army under mar* 
fhal Noailles encamped in the neighbourhood 
of Spire.. Count Maurice of Saxony was in 
the Upper Alface,' at the head of a corps drawn 
from the. remains of Broglio's army, and fomc 
troops draughted from the frontier towns* 
The duke.d*Harcourt commanded on the Mo- 
felle... The marquis de Montal defended Lor- 
fain./ Nor. wa* it fufHcient to guard the fron- 
tiers only 5 an open war with England was • 
forefeen, and alfo with the kin? of Sardinia,, 
who had' not as yet indeed concluded a defini- 
tive treaty witrl the court of Vienna, but wat 
not therefore the lefs.clofely attached to its in- 
tereft. 

The king of France, now deTerted byPruffia, 
was in much the fame fituation as his great 

Grandfather had been formerly, united with 
pain, againft the forces of a new houfe of 
Auftria, England, Holland, and Savoy. He 
therefore caufed feveral (hips of war to be built 
and fitted out forthwith at Bred; he augmented 
Kis land-forces, and* rein forced Don Philip with 
twelve thoufand men : how fmall an afliftance 
when compared to the numbers he had lavifhed 
in the fervice of the Bavarian emperor ! but in 
dfe£t more ufefal, becaufe they feconded the 

enterprizes 
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enterprizes of* a young prince wbo depended* 
upon the power of Spain to fecurehim an ef- 
tabiUhhxent*. The king, not content with fuc- 
eouring his allies, and fecuring his frontiers,, 
refolvea alfo in perfon to head his army in A>* 
lace ; and to that end had caufed his field- 
.equipage to be got in readinefs. He ac- 
quainted marihal Noailles with hisdefign, who- 
anfwezed him in thefe words.*: .** Your maje- 
fty's affairs are neither fo profperous. nor fo de- 
dining as to require your taking fuch a ftep at 
prefent*" He advanced other reafons, and the 
'king admitted them, being determined to make, 
the next campaign afterwards* 

Out of the various conquefts the French*, 
arms had made for the emperor, there now re-- 
mained to him only Egrain Bohemia, and In— 
golftadt in Bavaria, on the banks of the Da— 
aube. 

The extremities to which the French ia> 
£gra were reduced, by. far exceeded what they, 
had £x cruelly fufferedUin Prague.. For eight 
months they had fcarcely tafted any bread, and; 
if any of the foUicrs ventured but ever fo little 
into the country to. gather pulfe, they were: 
killed by thefandours* They had neither pro- 
visions, money* nor hope of being affifted. 
.The marquis de Herouville, who commanded' 
in the town with fix battalions, caufed fome 
temporary money- to be coined* as had been 
formerly done .at the fiege of Pavia in the 
ceign of Francis L This of Eg/a was a bit of 
pewter, valued at half a fous. It ftood, indeed, 
in (he place of filver, . but could not remedy, 
the- want of provifions. The marquis Defa- 
kurs font them, a coow>y, hnt.it waa* taken by 

the 



140 The H I S T O R Y of 

.the befieeers* The g arrifon was at length ob- 
liged to Mirrender prifoncrs of war : the officeit 
•and foMiers were jJifperftd through fiohemai 
.and Auflrta, where they found many of their 
. Countrymen, There had been more than nine 
thoufand French taken in the courfe of three 
years,, who found themfclves Very rigoroufljt 
(treated) the fpirit of revenge being united to 
the fever if y of war, and fbarpenedby national 
-animofity. 

• The defenders of Ingplftadt were more for- 
tunate. M. de Grandeville, who commanded 
a garrifon of about three thoufand men, ob- 
tained not only liberty to retreat in'fafety, but 
.even compelled general Bernklau, %vho befieged 
him, to gtfant a free pillage to the French 
-who were fcatteren in different towns in Ba* 
-*aiia under hit command* This.ie the firjk 
- inftance of a garrifon's capitulating for other 
troops befldes themfeivra. In the. mean time, 
neither the king of England nor prince Charles 
could -make any impremon on the Rhine againft 
the French ; and the remainder of die cam* 
paign jufttrled what marfhal Noailles had find 
to the king, that his affairs were neither floii- 
rifting nor defperate. All the belligerent pow- 
er* were by turn* agitated by fear and hope ; 
each had its lollies and misfortunes to repair. 
Naples and Sicily wereafflided with the fcourge 
of peftilence, and prepared for that of war ; 
not without Aanding at the fame time in fear 
of feme confpiracies in favour of the houfe of 
Auftria. 

The king of Naples, having augmented bis 
army to twenty* fix thoufand men, employed 
twelve thoufand of them in fecuring the froiv 

< tiers 
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tiers of CaJabria /againft. tte progrefe of the 
ptftilence,. which was done* by forming a chsiin 
of vaft extent : the re ft of bisr army remained 
op the. .bolder* pi Abbruzzo, waiting a favour-* 
able opportunity to adi in conjunction with 1 
the 6parrifli army, then commarided by the; 
duke of Modfcna, and count de Cages. The* 
cHy of Naples, now put -into a proper ftate 
of defence, no logger feared the infutts or or* ' 
ders of the EngHfti captains of men of wan 
Don Philip, in Savoy, waited either to come 
to an accommodation with the king of Sardi- 
nia* or to fubdue. him with the aififtance of 
France. The king of Sardinia^ after having 
long cautioufly weighed .both the danger and 
advantage, imagined it now more his inttreft 
than ever to join with Auftrfa and England 
againft France. Although he had alBfted the 
caufe of the queen of Hungary for more than 
a year, he. bad not .as yet become her aHy ; he 
at length declared himfelf fuch, however, in a 
formal and efficacious manner, at Worms, 
on the 13th of September, 1743; a treaty of 
alliance which was founded entirely on the 
bad fuccefs of the French arms in Germany. 

This monarch gained poifeffion of the Tor* 
tonefe, the Valkis, part of the Novarefe, and 
the territorial fuperiority of the fiefs of Langhe^ 
by taking arms againft the queen of Hungary's 
father; and, by declaring on the fide of the 
daughter, he acquired the Vigevanafco, the 
remainder of the Novarefe, Parma, and Placen- 
tia. The Englilh, who had heretofore allowed 
him a fubfidy* gave him by this treaty two 
hundred thoufand piftoles a year, which is up- 
wards of four hundred thouiand of livres : ' he 
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«wa$ then at fhe head of thirty-fix thoufand men* 
anil the English fleet under admiral Matthews 
Vfzs ftationed upon, the coaft, and always at 
hand to fecond his undertakings ; but he miffed 
of the fruits be might have .gathered from this 
advantage* -and verified the old maxim, " A half 
is fornetioies better than a whole.*' 

By this treaty the queen of Hungary ceded 
to him the, £»rquifate. of final, which belonged 
to neither of them : it was the property of the 
Oenoefe* who, had purchafed it of. the late em- 
peror for one million two. hundred thou (and 
^crowns, of which no care was taken to reiav- 
burfe them j for, though, the king of Sardinia 
offered them -that jiua, it: was only on condi- 
tion that they fbould rebuild the caftle which 
they had dempliihed, whereby: they would have 
been at a much more considerable expence* 
This. liberal dil^oial of other people's property 

fained France one ally more. Genoa had long 
pen fecretly attached to her. fervice, and fhe * 
now linjeed herfcjf to it more clofely than ever. • 
The harbour of Genoa might be of great uti- • 
lity, and the jEnglifh fleet could not bleck it 
up always. Thus the king of Sardinia reduced 
'the Genoefe to the necenlty of becoming his 
declared enemies, and opened the way to a dan* ' 
gerous.diverfion again ft himfelf ; for Don Phi- 
lip, /having now ; a fecond time made himfelf 
mafter of. Savoy, September i8y 17411,* pro- 
pbfed to pafs the Alps-; and. that tncSpamfh 
and Neapolitan armies ihould join in the Bo- 
lognefe^ or even in Lombard y.. 

The. chance of war was therefore to decide, 

whether jhe twpi brothers, Don. Carlos king of 

Naples* and the Infant Don Philip; fliouJd pe- 

,,. • t netrate 
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tnetrate into the mtdft of Italy ; or whether, oa 
-the other hand, the king of Sardinia fhould, 
on one fide, guard the paiiage of the Alps, 
•while, on another, the queen of Hungary fhould 
'feize upon -the kingdom of Naples, although 
.a manifeft violation of the neutrality fubfifting 
between her and Don Carlos. 

In the mean while, England and Auftria : 
reckoned, that, in the approaching fprin£, they 
fhould be able to attack France in Arface and 
Flanders ; and the war was now about to be 
renewed on all fides with greater violence, 
without there being any open rupture, except * 
that between England and Spain on account of 
the commerce in America ; a rupture whicrr 
feemed to have no relation to the intereftr 
which divided Europe: but yet it influenced' 
them in a moil eflentiai manner. 

The emperor Charles VII. N ftripped of wery 
thing, had now no feeming refource left; yef 
the king of France prepared really to affift him ; 
and the king of Pruffia, notwithstanding the 
treaty of Breflau, and the defenfive alliance 
fubfifting between him and the king of Eng- 
land, was yet more in the inter eft of the empe- 
ror, as he had no longer any room to doubt 
that the court of Vienna had an intention, the 
firft fair opportunity, to attempt the recbvery of 
SiJefia. The courts of France and Pruffia were 
now again on the point ofjotntng in the common 
caufe, arjd for the intereft of an emperor, who 
feemed on every hand abandoned or opprefled. 

In the beginning of the year 1744, the king 

of France determined to declare war. againft the 

•king of 'England and the queen of Hungary : 

«he had no longer any me'afures to keep with the 

6 Englifh, 
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Englifl), by whom his {hips were continually 
intuited ; nor with Auftria, who threatened to, 
carry the war into France, and. would not give- 
lip a {ingle prifoncr, though the terms had been 
flipulatedby cartel in 1741. 

' The firft effe& of this change wa? a fecret* 
and -bold enterprize, which would have quickly 
given a new face to one part of Europe, had it 
been fuccefiful. 

[ The houfe of the Stuarts, which, for the 
ipace of fifty-four years, had pined in exile far 
duiant from the kingdoms of which it had been 
ftripped, had ftill many fecret partisans in Scot-, 
land and Ireland ; nor was it without feme few 
ip England. Prince Charles Edward, grandfon 
to James II. and fon to that prince who has 
been (o long known to all Europe by the title of 
the Pretender, joined to all the.ardour of youth, 
and refentment of his condition, the moft 
enterprizing find determined courage: he had 
been often heard to fay, he would have either. 
a.crown or a fcaffbld. France, which had long 
been the afylum of that family, became now. 
neceflarily its chief fupport ; and there was a. 
probability* that Lewis XV. rriight, in his flrft 
campaign, have reftored the emperor to his do* 
minions, and the heir of the Stuarts to the throne 
of Great Britain. January 9, the young Prince 
Edward left Rome, and fet out upon his expe- 
dition with a fpirit of fecrecy and diligence that . 
marked him born for great enterprizes ; he con-, 
cealed his journey from a brother whom he loved 
affectionately, and who would not have fuffered . 
him to have proceeded without accompanying' 
him* On the 13th he arrived at Genoa dif- 
guifed like a Spanifli courier j and the day after 

he 
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*e embaikedfor Antibes, attended only by one 
ferVant, landed fiifely, and foton readied* Paris; 
rior were the neccffiny preparations made in 
France, fbrcondu&ing Him ttfthe BritHh coafti 
carried on with lefe fecrccy. 

The eitbitr wbtch France now made could 
hardly have been >expeded by England, confi- 
derihg the few ffate i*r which' the French ma- 
rine had been for fome years funk. She fitted 
-out' twenty «fir fhips of war arRochefort ahS 
Bfeft. with incredible diligence, and a report 
•was tpread, that this fcruadron was to join a 
-Spanifh fleet which had lain it Toulon up- 
wards of two years, and where it was blocked 
•tip by admiral Matthews. Twenty (hips of 
war Jet fail from Breft, carrying four thoufend 
land-forces, with arms and ammunition in pro- 
portion ; and they were joined between Uihant 
and -Sorlingues by five fail from Kochefort, 
commanded by M.«du Barail. 

This fleet having entered the Brittfh chan- 
nel, divided itfelf into three fquadrons : the 
-ftrongeft, confifiing of fourteen reflels, cruised 
off the coaft of Kent ; the fecond was to (fa- 
tten itfelf between Calais ^pd Boulogne; while* 
the third bent its courfe to wa rd s Dunkirk; 
Count Saxe was ar the bead ^>f this expedition* 
The firft of Match he embarked at Dunkirk, 
•with nine battalions; as did count de Cfraila, 
with fix more, the tltfy following. 

Prince Edward was on board the fame veflel 
'with-oounrSsxe* and for the firft time had * 
"fight of tHe defired land. But a violent ftortnr 
arifihg, drbve the tranlports back upon the. 
French coaft, and many foldiers perifhed en- 
deavouring to.gain the (here. The ypung prince 

H Wwld 
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would hive again attempted the paflage with a 
fingle veflel. He imagined that his courage and 
refolution would gain him fubje£b the moment 
he fhould arrive in Great Britain. But the Tea* 
as well as the difpofitiona made along the Eng- 
lish coaft to prevent hit landing, hindered him 
from making the attempt. 

The court of London was informed of this 
enterprize fo early as the fifteenth of February. 
The Dutch, as allies to king George, had al- 
ready fent over two thou&nd men * to his af- 
fiftance, and were to furnifh fix thouiand, ac- 
cording to their treaty of 1716. Admiral Nor* 
ris, with a formidable (quadron, was in the 
Downs, which prefent a continued' chain of 
ports along the Kehtifh coaft, where ftrips ride 
fecure from bad weather. The militia was alio 
raifed 5 and thus mifcarried an enterprize which 
had been conduced with more art than any 
confpiracy that "had ever been fet on foot in, 
England \ ■ for king George knew there had 
been a plot, but could never difcover the au- 
thors of it. No infight was gained in this 
matter from the perfons who were taken into 
cuftody'at London, and the government re- 

* Tbe Dutch fent no men to England until the rebel- 
lion wu a&ually begun in 1745. Qf •°tbor gives bot a 
lame account of this French expedition to tbe coaft of Eng- 
land. The truth is, Sir John Norris, at tbe head of a 
powerful fquadron, had, by taking advantage of the tide, 
againft the wind, got within fix miles of the French fieet, 
and. in all probability would have given a good account of 
it in the morning, had not a violent tempeft afforded them 
an opportunity of bearing away in the night, without any 
danger of being purfucd : but they never thought proper 
to repeat the attempt. 

mained 
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mained as before involved in trouble and per- : 
plexity. ' 

Every thing contributed at this time to Fa- 
vour the undertaking. The Englifh troops ' 
were abroad, diftributed in different parts of 
the Auftrian Netherlands. Th^Te was like- ? 
wife another advantage attending it. It em- [ 
ployed the Engl Mb fleet, which was to reinforce * 
admiral Matthews, and irwas alfo concerted : 
that his fleet fhoukl be engaged by the men of 1 
war which France was to leave in the Medi- 
terranean ; which for that purpofe were to join. ' 
the Spanifh fleet which was to fail from Toulon [ 
at the time that prince Edward was landing 1 
in Great Britain. 

There were now a&ually at Toulon fixteen ' 
Spanifh Blips of war, which were at firft in- 
tended to efcort Don Philip to Italy $ Bjjifcthey ' 
had been Worked up for*5§aro years by "Admiral ' 
Matthcws's Heet* which l&d^d it in the Medi- 
terranean, and infulted all' -the coafts of Italy* 
and Provence. The Spanifh gunners, being ' 
but indifferently (killed in the fcrence they pro- 
fefled, had been for four months extrcifed in 
(booting at a mark, and their induftry and emu* * 
lation excited by prices. 

When- thefe were fuppofed fufl&ciently ex- 
pert, the Spanifh fquadron commanded by Don 
Jofeph Navarro, failed "from the road of Toulon. ' 
It confuted indeed of but twelve fail, there' 
not being faiiors and gunners enough to man. 
the reft. They were foon joined by fourteen. 
French fhips of the line, four frigates, and' 
three fire-fhips, commanded by M. de Court, 
who had all the vigour, both of mind and body,; 
neceffary to fuch a command, though fourfcore 

Hz ytars 
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years of age. Forty years before,,he had 
manded as captain on board the admiral's Ibip 
in a fca«fig^oflf Malag# f and, there had been 
no naval, engagement hip* j* any part* of the 
world, that ofr Medina excepted, . which wit 
fought in. 17*8; Admiral Matthew* fct fail 
to meet the, combined (quadtons of France and 
Spain. It may. not be amifs to remark* here, 
that the degree of admiral in England does 
not anfwerto thcuiignity of admiral in Prance* 
There /ace three, admirals in the Engliflbfervio*, 
each of, whomJias .hit icparace rdiviUorj, fobfor- 
vfent to the orders of the lord high admiral, or 
the board of admiralty. • 

Matthews's fleet confifted of forty-five All* 
five .frigates,., and. foprr fire- {hips* and* to the 
advantage of number they alio joined that of 
having, the .wind ; a circumftatve on which the 
fuccei* in^ifearfiffht often depends, aa mttoh as 
a vi&ory by, land does upon the advantage of 
ground. ' The. English were the foil who drew 
up a fleet for engaging in the manner at pre* 
fan pradifed ; other nations have learned from 
them. to divide, their fquadroas into van, .rear, 
and center. Yoyarcnot to, ianagtne* that: 
thefe divisions are three lines *:0« the contrary* 
they form, only ronev The vaa into the right, 
tjbe.reari to the Jeft, and the center in the raid* 
dlr, fo that the veilflsnewr prefcnt mere thaa 
cine fide* 

TEis was the order of battle off Toulon* 
The flufting of the wind threw* the Spantsads* 
into the. rear* Admiral. Matthews* AHI taking, 
advantage, ocV the wind, fell uRtn thcoft with* 
His divifibm There fhculd never be :mose fpacr 
Jfctwcen the vdfeis than fcty. fathoms ;. at.tbir 
4 <diflanoc 
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diftance they are as cJofe as they fhould be, 
and then one veffel can be in no danger of 
being attacked by many. JBut it is very diffi- 
cult for a whole fleet -to. govern itfelf foas $0 
obferve this order e«a£Uy» Uhe Spanifh ihips 
were too far from eacbvother. Two <rf them 
were difa Wed by the very fixft feroadfides ; >and 
Matthews had an opportunity of failing upcta 
the Spanifh admiral with feveral of his (hips. 
This veffel, on board of Which wastDon Jofeph 
de Navarro, wat called the Real: flic' carried 
a thoufand men, and was bored for an hundred 
and ten pieces of cannon \ her upper works 
were amazingly- ftrong, the planks, together 
with the ribs, being at leaft three feet in thick* 
aeft, (6 , that th$y wtfre iolpenetrabie texa can- 
non-ball** U is alio proper to take: notice, 
that -theJEqgliih fire more atithoriggit^. than 
>the hull, preferring <the«difablisig -atod 'Mating 
upon a-ftiip to inking her. , r 

Tbeijpantfh admiral was atone and the farnfe 
t twe stacked: by the fcdoMral -and'four fliips of 
the line, who poured upori bim jorridy a tnoft 
dreadfttl iwe. Mmhevte depended Aipon-awle- 
iflg fte* a.very «afy esptttre, ^relying upon his 
own great *eyperj«nee in ntaval'^ffiiLrs, wad *ttae 
Spaniards, not -being ufed to Iheai, ^s well as 
Navarro's being a larid-ofEoer, • redoubled his 
hopes. Evety-Spatiiih (hip alio being attack*! 
at once- by more (than one of the enemy, ttherte 

• U,d* VoJuire feents tahelittle*cli««Jtnfe<l ftrttfrtl* 

doftrineof refinance. W tfefrbatttryVk^ttsni^iKfeMr, 
and mounted with ' battering cannon, the (hot will pene- 
tratetwfee the 'tttt&fieTs Tiere Vefcribed. And as for bis 
«bfcrvfttiM, eaat the-Sn^tti *fe<*HU*y<it *if-f*&tog» lt 
is exprefly contrary to faft. 

H J WH 
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, was a probability of their being overpowered. 
£veqr man on the deck of the Royal Philip 

• was either killed or wounded. The captain of 

• the admiral's flwp was mortally wounded, and 
. Don Navarro being wounded in two places, 

was obliged leave the deck. ' 

Chevalier de Lage, a French officer m the 
Spanifh fervice, and fecond captain of the ad* 
. rniral's (hip, maintained the fight agafnft five 
Englifh vefiels. Admiral Matthews was aflo- 
nifhed at the quicknefs with which the Spa- 
. niards fired their lower tier of guns, which vi- 
olently annoyed every thing that came within 
reach, fo that he dilpatcbed a fire-fhip to de- 
■ ftroy her. Thefe kind of vefiels are filled with 
•gunpowder, granadoes *, and other combufti- 
..blesj and they fatten upon an enemy's fliip 
. with grappling irons. The moment they * are 
faft together, they fet a match to the train of 
the fire-fhip, while the crew haftens to the 
boat, and the captain Is the laft who enters it. 
' la the mean time, the fire taking place, the 
.. (hip is blown up by the force of the powder, 

• together with the veffel to which it is grappled. 

. This engine of deftru&ion was within fifteen 

♦ paces of the Royal Philip, when fome of the 

* officers propofed to ftrike and furrender : " You 
/have forgot then, faid M. de Lage, that I 

am on board!" when pointing with his own 
•hand three pieces of cannon againft the fire- 
fhip, they took place, and the veflel was near 
going to the bottom. The unhappy captain 
jeeing his deftmdion inevitable, determined at 



• There i» op tab thing » granadoes above asy fira- 

QUp. 
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Iraft to avenge himfelf at the moment of his 
death. He ordered fire to be fet to the train, 
hoping that he might yet work down upon the 
Royal Philip, and- blow her up along with him* 
felf. But it was too late ; the {hip was foon 
in names, and blew up within fevtn or eight 
feet of the Spanifh admiral, the deck of which 
was covered with the wreck. M. deLage (ays 
lie faw the body of the Englifli captain and 
ibme failors reduced in a moment to a coal, not 
above two feet long, and as light as a cork. 
The Royal Philip did not receive the flighted 
damage * from this violent explofion. 
• M. de Court, who hoifted his flag on board 
the Terrible, and fought in the center, was at 
one time engaged with three (hips within 
piftol-lhot. He did the enemy a great deal of 
mifchtef, and getting clear of them, bore down 
to the afliftaace of the Spanifh admiral and 
fleet. The Englifli could only make themfelves 
matters of one iingle Spanifh 4hip called the 
Poder, which was entirely difmafted. They 
bad already fent fome of their hands on board 
to navigate the vcflel, and the remainder of her 
crew, confiding of- four hundred Spaniards, 
were obliged to furrender. Matthews was at 
this time retreating ; and the Englifli on board 
tbe Poder, being bufied in fecuring their prize, 
were themfelves made prifoners. Superiority 
of numbers • was of no fervice to the Englhn 
fleet ; for their rear, commanded by vice-ad- 
miral Leftock, was at four miles diftant. 



• 

• • The failure of the fire- (hip was entirely owing to the 
mifeofidud of the captain who commanded the (hip which 
was ordered to cover her on xoing down to the enemy.. 

H 4 Whether 
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Whether Leftoclc* jat variance wkh Matthews,; 

would have, willingly deprived him of the glory 
of the day, or whether Matthews did not cbufe. 
toihsFe with him .that glory > is aquaftion we 
cannot bore decide. Be that as it may, abrilk 
wind fpringiog up from the Weft. in the night* 
obliged the fleets to.feparate, and each drew off 
to repair their damage. The English retired 
into Pprtmabon, the French into Ga*tbagena» 
and the Spaniards in to .Barcelona* 

. This a&ioo of Toulon, like almoft all fca-. 
%hts, that of la Hague excepted, was . quite 
indeciftve. . In thefe engagmeats k commonly 
happens that the .only fruit of f gccat ptepaaa- 
Uqi^ a^ni indefatigable contention* . is the 
daughter ( of many wen, ,and -dibbling veflels.* 
There were complaints irom all parties.; -the 
Spaniards fuppofod they had ?not 'been ikeffi- 
c{ently fupported, and the French accused 
them of want of gratitude* Though there was 
an alliance between the two nations, there-had 
not been always unanimity. Their antieiu an- . 
tipathy was fometimes kindled in the. baeafts «f . 
the .Spaniards, not withstanding Jthe agreement - 
of their kings. On the other hand, Matthews 
preferred ^complaint* againft his vkeoidmiral to 
^government* and ient him home to be cried. 
He retorted the aecu&tion upon the admiral, 
to whofe .bravery and condud M. de Court 
publicly fubfcntbed, and be repaid the compli- 
ment. If his fate .was Jiard in ;being accufed of 
misbehaviour .by his own .officers, itcwas, how- 
ever, glorious for htm to be acauitted by the 
eAcmy. However, to gratify the Spaniards, 
the French commandant was hanilhed po hi& 
couoiry^hou/ct two leagues /rem Paris; and' 

the 
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the Englifh admiral, being, after fa long trial, 
brought in guilty, was, by : a council of Wfeiywhich 
-it in England called a tftttrt~Aartiti, dedarid 
-for Mtver incapable ofJcrvittg th% crown *. 

The cttfftom of fudging feverely, and of 
-ftigmatiziflg uhfiiccefcful generals, bad been 
lately brought into Chriftendom frofli Turkey. 
The<effipfcr6r Charles VI. "had given two exam- 
Jptes of it in his laft wrfr fegainft the Tuf ki, 
which War was looked upon by all Europe to 
•h*ve been as injtfdkioufly planned, as it wis 
unfortunately fought. Tne Swedes, fine* that, 
condemned to death two 6f tbfeir generate, 
wbofe tote all Europe lamented; nor did thfc> 
fcverity make their domeftic government hap- 
pier or more refpe&able. A fubje& ib tmpor> 
tint deferves to be otoelt upon a Httle. 

The government of France, dire&cd %fc 
-principles of greater lenity, are itaisfied wkh 
inflidHig only -a flight drfgrace updh their ge- 
neral officers, for that Very conduS which 
would induce other fiatfes to lay them in* troM r 
%r cut off their heads* To me k h very plain,, 
that neither iiritice nor well-founded poncy rt- 
ijuire that the life of a general (hould depend 
vpon had fiteeefs ; furely unleft he be a iwbel'o* 
• traitor he will do his utmoft, And there is rto 
fort of equity in cruelly puniflttng a man who 

1 • - - --\-* — "-h — r — " — ' — * — ~^—^—-—j— 

• The iffueof thUjcourt-martfaJ was indeed very sxtra* 
ordinary, and theeondu&of Leftock >toy Vrdbfeniatka}.. 
The officer who had difplaycd the grcSteft courage atfd 
Spirit, pofltbty net- fofficiemly t empered wkb condvd, 
£atee efcapdd fafleringi a» i gn o min ioos death for coward- 
ice i. while the rear admin))* who had. kept, aloof durin£ . 
the/ whole engagement, and haaarded iht.dctou&ioo of hie 
Japerior and half the fleet, by diaobcyipf figaalf, was ac- 
e>tted wr* Wear. 

^^ tti has 
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, has acquitted himfflf to the beft of his abilities? 
nor is it, perhaps, found policy to introduce 
. the cuftom of profecuting a general who is un- 
fortunate ; becaufe in that cafe, thofe who be- 
* girt a campaign indifferently in the fervice of 
.their natural prince, may be tempted to con- 
clude it in that of the enemy. 

The confequences, however, proved, that 
r the advantage in the Toulon engagement was 
on the fide of France and Spain. The Medi- 
terranean was left open, at leaft for fometime, 
( and Don Philip was eafily fupplied with provi- 
\iiQns, which he much wanted, from tbecoaft 
; of Provence : but neither the French nor Spa- 
.Bifh fquadrohs were able to make head againft 
.Matthews, when he, returned to his ftation* 
having refitted his (hips. France and Spain* 
-being ubder a neceffity of always fupporting a 
very numerous land-army, have not that inex- 
hauftible fund of failors which are the refourcc 
,ttf Great Britain's poiycr: it w.as now more 
4 evident than ever, that it was of vaft import- 
f ajic.e tq that qrown to keep Minorca,, and th* 
lofs. of it very prejudicial to Spain. It was a 
melancholy coi)fideration, that thofe iflaodera 
jfcpuld have been ablq. to deprive the Spaniih 
monarchy of a port ftill more ufeful than Gib- 
. raltar * and which from its fituation gave them 
always the power to harrafs, at one and the 
feme time, Spain, Italy, and France. Spain,, 
'which poffcfled harbours in Africa, in fpite of 
the Moors, yet could not hinder the Englifli 
from keeping ports in her own dominions, 
and that againft her wilh. 

4 Zvv of the First Pakx. 
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PART II. 



CHAP. L 

The prince of Conts forces the paffage if the jftpt* 
Situation of affairs in Italy. 

IN tbemidft of all thefe ff niggles, Lewis XV. 
declared war againft the king of Great Bri- 
tain, and foon after againft the queen of Hun- 
gary, who in return, declared it alfo againft him 
in form ;. but thefe declarations, on both fides, 
were little more than additional ceremonies. 
Spain and Naples made war without dedar-. 
ingit. 

Don Philip was at the head of twenty thou- 
faad Spaniards, under the command of the mar- 

H6 k — m*i% 
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qttts de la Mim» and the fdnccaf Cooii had 
with him twenty thoufand French ; both tbefe 
leaders infptred their troops with that confidence 
and refolution fo n*cefi?ryfor penetrating into 
a country where a fingle battalion may flop a 
Whole army, where you are every inftant ob- 
1 i ned to fight afciojng rc*ks and torrents, »r4 
where all thefe obftacles are heightened by the 
difficulty of convoys. The prince of Conn* 
who had ferved as a lieutenant-general in the 
unfuccefsful war of Bavaria, young is he was* 
had acquired experience, and underftW} the 
eonfeqoepteof thofe difappointments to which* 
an army is expofed almoft every campaign^ He 
bad not as yet feen a campaign in Italy, where 
war is carried on ia a «ery different manner 
from what it is in open countries; but he had 
prepared himfelf for this expedition by a con* 
xtant application of ten hours tn a day, during 
Ae Winter which he pafied at Paris. He knew 
even the (mailed rock, and was perfedly mar 
*er of all that had been f>erformed under mar- 
ftal Gatinat and the duke of Vendoine > as its 
be had been pretest himfelf. 

The firft of April the infant Don Philip and 
the prince of Conti pafled the Var, a. river 
which falls from the Alps, and emeries iffcuf* 
into tne fea of G/enoa.below Nice. The whole 
country of that name furrendered; but, before- 
they could advance any farther* they were an~ 
der a neceffity of attacking the intreochmenov 
near Villa Franca, and thofe of the fortrcft of 
Montafban, hvthetnidft of rocks which form a 
leng chain of ajmoft jnapceffible. ramparts. 
There wa* no pofibility of marching but thre* 
•arrow defHcr, and oyer JKghtfet precipices^ 

c * ex£oicd. 
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fc*poJfed to die enemy's artillery. Full in the 
front of this fire, they were obliged to climb up> 
from rock to rock, and even on the . A\ps they 
-bad the Englifh to encounter. Admiral Mar* 
thews, having careened his Ibips, was returned 
lo aflurae the empire of the feas : he landed 
with Some of hit men at Villa Franca, who 
joined thePiedmontefe; and his gunners Served 
the artillery. But the prince of Conti concerted 
his meaJorcs to well, and his troops were fo full 
of fptrits, that they furmounted all thefc obfta* 
dies* The marquis de Bifly at the head of the 
French, and the marquis of Campo SaiKo at 
che head of the Spaniards, foon made them*. 
•fttVee matters of the enemies batteries, which 
fenked the patfage of Villa Franca. M. de 
Mirapoix and M. d'Argouges opened another 
way for ehemfcives i they made four falfe at* 
tacks where they bad no intention to penetrate * 
but M. de Biu> made two fuch brifk ailauhs 
againft thofe places which be intended to carry y 
every thing was fo well concerted,, fo quick, 
and fo wgorottffy pushed* M. d'Argouges, at 
afae head of the regiments' of Languedoc, and 
•f the ifle of France ;. and M. du Barrail with, 
bis regiment* made fuch prodigious efforts, <that 
this rampart of Piedmont,, above two hundred* 
fathoms high, which the king of Sardinia ima- 
gined to be.quice out of their reach, was carried! 
by the French and Spaniards. 

On the one fide, M- du. Chalet and M> de 
CaAelar ascended through very narrowbye- waya . 
t*o an eminence t called Mount Eleus, from 
whence they drove the PiedmprKefe*. on the 
tuber fide, the marquis de Bifly fought for two* 
hoars ontbc too of Aiodt called Monte Groflb ? . 

Wbfiju 
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When the French and Spaniards had clambered 
up to the top of the' rock 9 and faw that they 
muft either conquer pr die, they treated one 
another as brothers; they affifted each other 
with ardour; and, joining their efforts, they 
battered down the intrenchments of the enemy. 
This rock was defended by fourteen battalions, 
who had a fecure retreat* One hundred and 
thirty officers of the: Piedmontefe, with feven- 
teen hundred men, were taken prifoners, and 
two thoufand were killed. The marquis dc 
Suze, natural brother of the king of Sardinia, 
was obliged to furrender himfelf prifoner to M. 
de Bifly. The top of the mountain, on whicb 
the marquis du Chatel had taken poft, com* 
manded the enemy's entrenchments £ fo that at 
length they were obliged to fly to Oneglia, to 
the number of three thoufand men, and embark 
on board admiral Matthews's fleet, who was 
witnefs of the defeat. The count de Choifeut 
brought the kmg the news of this vidory, in 
which this officer had diftingurfhed himfelf. 
They advanced from poft to poft, from rock to 
rock : they took the citadel of Villa Franca* 
and the fort of Montalban, where they found 
above one bund red and forty pieces of cannon, 
with provilions in* proportion. But all this was 
no more, than dividing the dominion of the 
Alps, and fighting on the top of high motion 
tains. 

While theXe pafles were thus forcing in fo* 
vour of Don Philip, he was not yet much nearer 
the dominions to which he pretended ia Italy. 
The duke of Modena was alfo as for from re- 
taking the country of that name, as .the infant 
from penetrating to Parma aqd Milan. Th* 

Aoftrians 
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.Anftriahs and the Piedmontcfe were matter* 
every-where, from the. top of the Alps to the 
.frontiers of the kingdom of Naples. The court 
of Spain had recalled the duke of Montemar - y 
and count Gages, under the duke of Modena* 
.was gathering together the remains of the Spa* 
ni(h army, which was ftill retiring before the 
Auftriahs, who had already laid the province of 
Abruzzo under contribution. The -king of 
Naples could no longer obferve an unfortunate 
neutrality, which had been greatly abufed, and 
would have only contributed to deprive him of 
bis crown. He therefore fet out for Naples,. 
to put bimfelf at the head of his army. The 

Jueen, who was then pregnant, withdrew to 
Jajeta the latter end of April 1744 v and it was 
even, propoied to remove, her to .Rome,, in cafe 
of any unlucky blow,, or of an infurre&ion in 
Naples, with which the Auftrians affe&ed to* 
frighten him.. Such was the viciffitude of af- 
fairs,, that the queen of Hungary, who three 
' years before had been obliged to leave Vienna, 
thought herfelf very near making a coaqueft of 
the kingdom of Naples.. Prince Lobkowitz had 
amanifefto ready^copies of which he afterwards 
Jpread through the kingdom towards the month 
of June, wherem the queen of Hungary ad- 
dreffed herfelf to the inhabitants of the two Si- 
cilies, as to fubje&s to whom (he was granting. 
her protection. 

England at this time exerted herfelf more 
than ever ia this queen's caufe ; ihe augmented 
her fubfidtes, and fpent upon the war of this 
y£aft_i7£4>two hundred and feventy-four mil- 
lions nine hundred and fixty-four thoufand li* 
vow,. French money ^ and this expence was 

augmented! 
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augmented -every year. She maintained a flfeet 
in the Mediterranean, which entirely ruined 
the trade of Provence : (he recalled the troops- 
that fought atDettibgen bacfc to Flanders; and 
thefe, joined to the Flemrfli and Dutch regi- 
ments, formed, in the beginning of the cam- 
?aign, an army of above fixty thou fa fid men. 
rince Charles, with the like number Of forces> 
Was coming to make another attempt to pafs 
the Rhine. The emperor, whofe neutrality 
was imaginary* while his- misfortunes Were but 
too real, preierved the fhattered remains of hrs 
army under the cannon of the imperial city of 
rhilipfburgh ; and waited for hk fate at Fra'nfc- 
fort* uncertain whether he fliouid be maintain 
cd in poifeffinn of the imperial croWn by France* 
•t Gripped of it by the queen of Hungary* 
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ftrft campaign of Lewis XV. in Flanders : hh 

fuutffes: .be leaves Flanders to fly to the defence 

of Alface, invaded by the Aujlri&ns, ivbil/f the 

- frince of font* continues to farce a pajjage )hro % 
the jflps. New alliances* - The king of PruJJia 
once move takes up amis. 

OUCH was the critical and dangerous fitua^ 
*^ tton of affairs when Lewis XV. began l his 
firft campaign. ' He had appointed marfhal 
Coign i to- defend thepaffagcof the Rhine with 
Jixty-tone battalions and *>ne>hundred fquadrone.. 
IThe Bavarian ttobps, cortfiftingcrf neartwelve 
thoufand men, *nd paid by France, were com- 
manded by cojint SeekendoriF, an officer an 
whom they at that time had the greateft de- 
pendence. Marfhal Noaillas was general of the 
army in Flanders, which cortfifted of fixty-eight 
fcattaliona<flnd ninety* feven Squadrons cotnplete. 
Count fhtxt was made marfhal of France, and 
commanded* feparate^orps, compoied 6f 'thirty 
two battalions and fifty-eight fquadrons, *Ifo 
complete: thus the whole French army in 
Flanders amounted to above eighty thoufand 
fighting men, 

T^here ftill remained oh the banks of the 
Rhine and Mofetle Seventy-five battalions, and 
one hundred and forty-fix fquadrons, exdufive 
of the army in Italy, thirty thoufand militia, 
the garrtfons, the light "troops, the Bavarians, 
the Palatines, and the Heffians. This fixation, 
especially in Flanders, ^was very different front 

wba^ 
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what it had been the preceding year at the death 
of cardinal Fleury. The Engliflt might then 
have attacked the French frontiers with advan- 
tage ; but now they came too late ; and the 
Dutch, who refufed to engage with them when 
this enterprize was eafy, now took a (hare in 
it when it was become impracticable. 

The king chofe rather to make the campaign 
•in Flanders than in Alface, (iippoung that upon 
the Rhine the war would be only .defensive ; 
whereas every thing was difpofed for making it 
ftfrenfive in the Auttrian Netherlands. 

As it was not known, that he had been ready 
the preceding year to head his army in perfbn* 
fa it was a lpng time before the public knew 
that he was to fct out for Flanders ; with fuck 
ftcrecy did he condu& even thofe things which 
are {generally preceded by a pompous parade. 
It is natural fpr a people, who have been go- 
verned eight hundred years by the fame family, 
to love their king; bcfides* he had .only one 
fon, the dauphin, who was not yet married > 
all thefe circumftances gave rife to uncommon 
movements of zeal and affection, mixed witb 
joy and fear, in the breafts of the inhabitants 
of Paris. 

The king reviewed his army in the neigh* 
bourhood of Lille, and made fome new regtda- 
tions for the eftabli(hing of military difcipline ; 
a thing, difficult to maintain, and at that time 
greatly wanted. His ^fc-de-camp were Mefl/s* 
de Meuze, de Richelieu, de Luxemburg, de 
Bouffiers, d'Aumont, d'Ayen, de Soubife, and 
de Pequigny. The enemy were, commanded 
by general Wade, an old officer, who, like the 
earl of Stair* had been bred under the duke of 

Marlborough* 
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Marlborough, and was well acquainted with 
every part of Flanders, where he had ferved a 
great many campaigns : the Englifh had great 
expectations from «*-is experience and abilities. 
The dukeof Afemberg, of the houfe of Ligne, 
governor of Mons, and grand bailiff of Hai- 
nault, had the command of the queen of Hun- 
gary's troops. This nobleman had {pent great 
part of his Hfe at the court of France, where 
•his peribn was extremely liked : his inclination 
'led him to live among the French, and his duty 
♦ to fight againft them. He was trained up under 
prince Eugene, had ferved againft the Turks 
»nd the French, and was not a little inftru- 
mental to the fuccefe of the battles of Belgrade 
*and Dettingen, in both which he was wounded 
at the head of his troops. 

Count Matlrice of Naflau, who commanded 
the Dutch, was a descendant of the celebrated 
prince Maurice of Naflau, one of the three 
'brothers to whom the United Provinces were 
indebted for their liberty and grandeur* Thia 
prince dying before he could fulfil the promife 
of marriage which he had made to his mtftreft 
'Madame de Mechelih, his pofterity were de- 
prived of the honours annexed to his houfe. 

Thofe three generals had it in their power 

to oppofe the king's defigns, had they been 

united; but the Dutch- were temporizing and 

negotiating. On the one hand, they were 

-ftrongly preffed by the Englifh to fulfil the 

'treaty of alliance concluded between them in 

1678, by which they are mutually bound to 

declare war, within the fpace of two months* 

againft any power that fhould attack either of 

the two nations : on the other hand, they flat- 

." -'' tered 
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tered themfelves with keeping the appearances of 
moderation, even in war itfelf ; and were arm* 
•ing againft the king, at the feme time that they 
were afraid of provoking hin. In this dilemma 
they deputed count de W aiTenaar to Lewis, a 
.perfon agreeable to the court of France, where 
he had been formerly in a public chara&er, and 
where his franknefs and complaifance, with 
-other amiable qualities, bad procured him a 
great many friends* ' The count ufed the moft 
refpe&ful and the moft infatuating language to* 
the king, defirtng protection for his perfon, and 
.peace for Europe. 

The king anfwered : " The choke, Sir* 
♦which the ftates general have made of you oa 
this occafion, cannot but be very agreeable to> 
me, from the knowlpdgp I have of your per-. 
tfohal merit. My whole conduit towards your 
(republic, fince my tfcceffiob 4o<tbe crown, -has 
bein fuch as ihould have convinced her bow 
4efirous I was i to maintain a fmoereffiendlhip 
and perfed correfpondence with her. 

" 1 have long and fufljciantty m«de known 
my inclination to peace; but the more I have 
flayed to declare war, the left fhall I fufptfntf 
its operations. My miniftefs •will give me an 
account of <the commlffion with which you are 
charged; and .after I have communicated it to 
my allies, I iball let your mailers know my ul- 
timate refolutionfr." 

The eighteenth of May the king made him- 
/elf matter of. Court ray, aiwall town, which 
bad an Auftriantgarrifon. The day following, 
.the Dutch ambaflatlor faw him inveft Menin, 
a barrier town, defended by the troops of the 
republic, to the number of fifteen hundred 
men, Menip. 
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Meoin was far from being a- little- paltry 
town, as fome journal ills are pjeafed to call ir ; 
o» the contrary, it was o:e of the celebrated 
Yauban's maAef-pieecs*. He built this fortifica- 
tion with fome regret, forefeeing that one" day 
we (hbtftld be* obliged to furrender it to ftran- 
gers, who would enjoy the fruit of French in- 
genuity. 

The king reconnoitred the place feveral 
time): he even approached within piftol-fhot 
of the palifade, with marfhal Noailles, count 
dlArgenifon, and all his court. The trenches 
were opened the. 29th of May. The king en- 
couraged the pioneers by his liberality, order- 
ing a hundred and- fifty tauidores.to be diftri- 
buted among thofe who worked at the attack 
towards the gates -of Ipree, and a hundred to 
thofe who worked towards the gate of Lille. 
J^t the aflauh commanded by prince Clermont,, 
they carried all the works with the utmoft ra-. 
pidity; and they drained the inundations made 
by the befieged. The covert* way was taken 
the fourth of June ; the fifth the tdwn capitu- 
lated, and was the fiift which the king took in 
perfon. The commanding-officer was permit- 
ted to march out with all military honours *. 

The king thought- proper to jdemoliih the 
fortifications of this town, 'in which fuch great* 
Aims had been expended * This was at once 1 
Shewing an inftance of moderation to the ftate* 
.general, by letting them fee he did not intend' 
to make ufe of this fortrefs againft them; and 
was taking fome* revenge, and teaching them. 

•* It is diverting eo*ogh to Mar a Frenchman expatiate 
e* the cooqoeft of Menm, which w*s fcaodaftttta/ p*en 
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to fliew a greater rcfped to France, by demo- 
lifting one of their barriers. 

The very next day the king caufed Ipres to 
be invefted ; and while preparations were mak- 
ing for the fiege, he affiled at a 77 Dntm in 
Lifle, fuch as had never been feen on thofe 
frontiers. Three princefles of the blood, whofe 
hufbands, brothers, fons, or fons- in-law, were 
fighting in different places for the king, adorn- 
ed this ceremony. The duchefe of Modena 
had accompanied her nephew the duke of Char* 
tres into Flanders, along with the duke of Pen- 
tbievre, who was on the point of marrying her 
daughter ; while her hufband the duke of Mo- 
dena was at the head of the Spanifli army in 
Italy. The duchefs of Chartres had followed 
her hulband ; and the princefs of Conti, whole 
fon was at that time upon the Alps, and whofe 
daughter was married to the duke of Chartres, 
accompanied thofe two princefles. 

The prince of Clermont, abbot of St. Ger- 
main des-Prez, commanded the principal at- 
tacks at the ficge of Ipres. There had been no 
inftance, fince the cardinals de la V alette and 
de Sourdis, of a perfon in whom both profrf- 
fions, the gown and the fword, were united. 
The prince of Clermont had obtained this per* 
miffion from pope Clement XII. who thought 
fit that the church fhould be fubordinate to the 
army in the grandfoft of the great Conde. 
They (formed the covert-way ot the front of 
the lower town ; but this a&ion has been cen- 
fured as premature and too hazardous. The 
marquis de Beaveau, major-general, marched 
to the aflault at the head of the grenadiers of 
Bourbonnois and Royal-Comtois, Where he re- 
ceived 
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ceived a wound, which gave him the moft ex- 
cruciating pain, and proved mortal. His death 
was regretted by all the officers and foldiers, as 
a perfon whom they thought capable of com- . 
manding one day the armies of France; and 
lamented by all Paris, as a man of probity and 
wit : he was one of the moft curious antiqua- 
rians in Europe, having formed a cabinet of 
very fcarce medals 5 and was, at that time, the . 
only man of his profeffion that cultivated this' 
kind of knowlege. 

The king ordered rewards to be given to all 
the officers of grenadiers who had attacked the 
covert-way, and carried it. Ipres foon capitu- 
lated. Every moment was improved j for whilft 
the king's troops were taking pofieffion of Ipres, . 
the duke of Bouffiers reduced fort Knock ; and 
during a vifit, which the king made after thefe . 
expeditions, to the frontier towns, the prince 
of Clermont laid liege to Furnes, which capi- 
tulated the fifth day after opening the trenches. 

The allied army beheld the progrefs of the' 
French, without being able to oppofe it. The» 
body, of troops commanded by marfhal Saxe was , 
fo well ported, and fo effectually covered the 
army of the befiegers, that they could not but 
be certain of fuccefs. The allies had no fixed, 
no determinate plan of operations : thofe of the 
French army were all concerted. Marfhal Saxe 
was ported at Courtray, where he was able to . 
prevent any attempt of the enemy, and to faci- - 
litate the operations of the befiegers. A nume- 
rous train of artillery, which was eafily brought • 
from Douay ; a regiment of artillery, confiding 
of near five thoufand men, full of officers capa- , 
ble of conducing a fiege, and compofed of fol- 1 

diers 



iBff The* H IS T O R'Y* of 

jnoft of $hem very able anifts s in ffiort, a very 
xttnfiderable body of engineers, were advantages 
Which could hot be enjoyed by nations that had 
HafKiy united only to wage war together for a 
ft w years. Eftablifhments of this kind mud be 
the fruit of time, and of the conftam attention 
of a powerful monarchy. The Freftch will 
ever be ffjperior in a war whofc? operations con- 
lift chiefly in fleges. 

In the midft of all theft fuccefles, advice came 
that the enemy had paffed the Rhine towards 
jjpire, within fight of the French and Bavarians* 
that Alface was invaded, and the frontiers of 
Eorrain expofed. At firft, no-body would be* 
lieve it ; but nothing was more certain. Prince 
Charles, by alarming the French in feveral 
places, and making different attempts at one 
and the fame time, at length fucceeded on the 
fide Where count Seckendorff was pofted, who 
commanded the Bavarians, Palatines, and Hef- 
fians. 

This paflage of the Rhine, which Bid fuch 
honour to prince Charles, was entirely owing 
to' his diligence, and the negled witn which 
the public voice in France reproached the ge- 
neral of the Bavarian troops. Count Secken- 
dbrff wad oq the other fide of the Rhine in the 
neighbourhood of Philipfburg, covered by that 
fortrefs, and able to awe any detachment of the 
enemy that fhould prefent themfelves on that 
fide. General Nadafti advanced towards him, 
while the other divifions of the Au (hi an army 
bordered the river lower down, and kept the 
French at bay. The Bavarians withdrew, and 
repafled the Rhine: ntarfhal Coi&ni was oblig- 
ed to critruft count Seclcendortt to guard the 

banks 
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banks of the river towards Germerfheim and 
Rinfabeau : the count undertook to defend 
them ; and this was the very place where prince 
Charles palled the Rhine. 
„ A colonel of 'irregular troops, named Trenk, 
had fucceeded Mentzel, who was killed a few 
days before: this man .advanced foftty towards 
a .place that was covered with willows and other 
aquatic trees, followed by feveral boats loaded 
"with Pandburs, Waradins, and Huflars. He 
fileritly reached the other fide of the river to- 
wards Germerfheim : about fix thoufand men 
parted in this manner ; and having advanced 
half a league, at length they met with three 
Bavarian regiments, whom they defeated, and 
put to flight. Prince Charles caufed a fecond 
bridge of boats to be built, over which his troops 
parted without oppofition. Marfhal Coignl,'be* 
ing informed of this difafter, difpatched his fon- 
a»d the manquis de Croifli in all hafte with a 
detachment of dragoons. The marquis du Cha- 
telet Lomont followed them with ten battalions 
of. the beft regiments : they all arrived at a time 
when the enemy were forming themfelves 
amidft.the moraffes ; and had no other resource 
but their bridges, if they happened to be de- 
feated. 

TJiofe three officers prefled general Secken- 
dorfF yery hard to attack the enemy: they re- 
prefented to htm the important moment, the 
advantage of fituation, and the ardour e( the 
troops. The count at fifft promifed to march, 
hut afterwards changed his opinion : in vain 
did they infift upon his complying : he anfwe'r- 
that he was better, informed than they; and 

I ~ that 
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The king took his route by St. Quintin, 1* 
JFere, Laon, and Rheims, ordering his troops 
to march with all expedition, and appointing 
their rendezvous at Metz. During this march 
he augmented the foldiers pay and fubfiftence* 
an attention which encreafed the. love of his 
Xiibje&s. He arrived at Metz the fifth of 
Auguft, and the feventh tidings came of an 
/event which changed the whole face of affairs, 
obliged prince Charles to repafs the Rhine* 
jeftored the emperor to his dominions, and 
reduced the queen of Hungary to a more 
dangerous Situation than any {be had yet 
been in. 

One would imagine that this, princefe had 
nothing to fear from the king of Pruffia, after 
the peace of Breflau ; and efpecially after a do- 
fenfive alliance, concluded, the fame year as 
the treaty of Breflau, between that prince 
and the Jung of England. But the queen of 
Hungary, England, Sardinia, Saxony, and 
Holland, having united againft the emperor 
by the treaty of Worms ; the northern powers 
and efpecially Ruflia, having been flrongly 
Solicited to come into this alliance ; the pro- 
grefs of the queen of Hungary's arms cncreaC- 
ing daily in Germany ; from all thefe circumi- 
ftances, it was plain, fooner or later, that the 
king .of Pruffia had every thing to fey. At 
length he determined to renew Jits engage- 
ments with France ; the treaty Jiad .been 
Jigned fecretly the fifth of April ; and after- 
wards a ftri£t alliance was concluded at Frank- 
fort, betwixt the king of Franse, the eropc- 
*or, the king of P^flia^ (he elector Pala- 

2 ' ' ~ tin* 
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AftC, and the king of Sweden as^ landgrave 
of Hcfle Cafiel. Thus the fecret union of 
Frankfort was a counterpoife to ths projeds 
of the union of Worm*, and on both fides 
they exhaufted every refource of policy and 
war. 

Marfhal Schmettau arrived, on the part of 
the Pruffian monarch, to inform the king of 
France, that his new ally was marching to- 
wards Prague with an army of fourfcore thou- 
find men, and that two and twenty thoufandr 
Praffians were advanced as far as Moravia r 
At the fame time advice was brought of the 
frdh progrefs which- the infant Don Philip 
and the prince of Conci were making in the 
Alps ; but, notwtthftanding the fcaling of 
thofe mountains at Montalban and Villa Fran- 
ca, and the vi&ories obtained among thofe 
precipices, they had not as yet been able to> 
open a paflage on that fide : they could not 
advance, for want of fubfiftence, through thofe* 
defiles, and over thofe rocks,, where they were 
obliged to have the cannon dragged by fol~ 
dicrs, the forage carried on the backs of 
mules, and to walk, in feverat places, on the 
declivity of a mountain, the root of which* 
was wafhed by the fea, and- where they were 
•xpofed to the artillery of the Englifh fleet* 
Befides, the Genoefe had not yet figned theio 
treaty ; the negotiations were ftill depending ; 
fo that the thorns of politics retarded the 
progrefs of the French arms. They opened 
themfelves, however, a new road on the fide 
of Brian£on towards the valley of Suza, and 
at 4ength they penetrated as far as Chateau 

Dauphin. 

I 3 The 
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• This bailiff de Gtvri led nine French batta- 
lions of the regiments of Poitou, Conti, Sales, 
Provence* and Brie, betwixt tvfo mountains. 
The count de Campo Santo f followed* him, 
at the head of the Spaniards, through another 
defile. Givri fcaled a rock in broad day, oft 
which there werd two thoufand Piefhnontefe 
entrenched. The brave Chevert, who was the 
fir ft that fcaled the ramparts of Prague, was 
likewife one of the firft that mounted thb 
xock ; but this was a. more fanguinary a&ion 
by far than that of Prague. The aflailants 
had no artillery, and were expofed to the 
cannon of the Piedmontefe. The king of 
Sardinia was in perfon behind the intrench- 
ments, animating his troops* The bailiff de 
Givri was wounded in the very beginning of 
the aflton \ and the marquis de ViUemur* be* 
ing informed that a peflage~of equal import- 
ance had been juft then luckily found -out* 
font orders for a retreat. Girri obeya; bet 
tath the officers and- ibldiers were too greatly 
animated to follow his dtre£tk>n. The -lieu* 
tenant-colonel de Poitou leaps* into the firft 
entrenchments ; the grenadiers dart themfrlves 
one upon the other j and, what is hardly 
credible, they pafs through the embrafurea of 
the enemy's cannon, at the very inftant when 
the pieces, having fired, were recoiling by 



+ The count de Caatpo Santo bore this nam and Ma 
ever flnce the battle of Campo Santo, when ho did furpof- 
Stig feati t hit name wai his reward, at the name of Bicooio 
wis ghren to the duke of Montemar after the battle of R- 
•onto. There ie no title more gtortas than that of hating 
pined a battle. 

their 
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-their ordinary motion. The French loft near 
two thoufand men, but not .one Piedmontefe 
,e£raped. 

The king of Sardinia, in defpair, attempted 
to throw himfelf into the mid ft of the afl'ail- 
•ants ; and it was with difficulty he was with- 
held. Givri loft his life; colonel Salis and the 
.marquis de ia Carte were killed;, the duke da 
Agenois, and a great many others were wound- 
-ed : but. it coft them a great deal Iefs than they 
-might have expeded in fuch. a fit u at ion. The 
•count de Campo Santo, who could not reach 
-this narrow and fteep defile, where this furious 
^engagement was fought,, wrote to the marquis 
de la Mina, genbr^lof the Spanifh army under 
Don Philip : " Some opportunities will offer, 
in which we lhall behave as well as the French ; 
♦for it is impoffible to behave better." I com- 
monly tranferibe the letters of gcnerpl-ofiiccrs, 
f when I find they contain any interesting mat- 
ter $ for which .reafon I fhall infert here what 
«the prince of Conti wrote to the king concern- 
ing this adtion. " It is one of the moft glo- 
rious and moft obftinate engagements, thai ever 
,was /ought : .the troops have lnewn fuch valour 
*s furpafles nature. . The brigade of Poitou, 
with Monficur d'Agenois at their head, have 
gained immortal glory. 

" The bravery and pretence of mind of M. 
de Chevert contributed chiefly to the advantage 
of the day*. I recommend M. de Solemi, and 
the chevalier de Modene, to . your Majefty. 
La Carte is killed : your majefty, who knows 
the value of friendfhip, muft be fenfible how 
greatly I am aftc&ed with this lofs." Let me 
be permitted to fay, that fuch expreffions from 
* • . I 4 a prince 
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a prince to a king, are leflons of virtue to the 
rc« of mankind. 

While they were taking Chateau Dauphin, 
they were obliged to force the place known by 
the name of the Barricadoe* This is a pals of 
about three fathoms wide, between two mounv 
tains which rear their heads to the fky. The 
king of Sardinia had turned the river of Stura,. 
which waters the valley, into this precipice.: 
the poft on the other fide of the river was do- 
fended by three entrenchments and a covert- 
way. It was necefiary then for the French to 
make themfelves matters of the caftle of Do- 
mont, which had been built at an tmmenfe ex- 
pence on the top of a rocks* that flood by itfelf 
m the middle of the valley of Stura, before they 
could become mailers of the Alps, from whence 
they would have a view of the plains of Pied- 
mont. Thefe barricadoes were forced with 
great dexterity by the French and Spaniards, 
the day before the attack of Chateau Dauphin r 
they took them almoft without ftriking a blow, 
by putting thofe who defended them betwixt 
two fires. It was this extraordinary advantage^ 
called the day tftke barrUad$es^ that bad induced 
the marquis de Villemur to order- a retreat from 
before Chateau- Dauphin. This general officer 
and the count de Lautrec having executed the 
enterprize of the barricadoes with more than 
ordinary fuccefs, as it was not attended with 
the lofs of any of the king's troops, was defir* 
ous to ipare tne effufion of human blood before 
Chateau Dauphin ; becatsfe, after forcing the 
barricadoes, this fortrefs muft fall of itfelf : but 
the bravery of the king's troops tranfportcd 
them farther than was cxpeded, and in two 

daya 



the W A R of 1741. 177 

days time the valley of Stura, defended by the 
barricadoes, and by Chateau Dauphin, was laid 
open. 

The furmounting of fo manyobftacles to- 
wards Italy, a powerful dlverfion made in Ger* 
many, the king's ebnquefts in Flanders, and 
his march into Alface, had removed the public 
apprehenfion, when an alarm of another kind 
threw all France into a confteraation. 
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chap. ra. 

Th king's Mnefs. His life is m danger. As fim 
" as be reavers, be marches into Germany. He lays 
:. fiege H Friburg 9 wbUe the Auftrian army* that 
I had. penetrated into Jlface f marches back to the 

relief of [Bohemia -> and the prince $f Centi &ins 

a battle in Italy. 

*T*HE very day that ,TJrD^m was fung at 
<* Metz for the taking of Chateau Dauphin, 
the king was attacked with fome fymptoms of 
a fever ; this was 09 the 8th of Auguft. His 
illnefs increafing, turned to a malignant difor- 
der; and the 14th at night his life was thought 
to be in danger. He had a very ftrong confti- 
tution, hardened J>y exercife j but the moft ro- 
buft bodies are the v fooneft overcome by fucb 
diftempers. The Hews of the king being in 
danger fpread defolation from town to town, 
the people flocked from every fide of the coun- 
try about Metz, the roads were filled with 
men of every age and condition, who bv their 
different reports increafed the general inquie- 
tude. 

The 14th in the evening, the queen received 
an exprefs from the duke de Gevres, who in- 
formed her of the great danger his majefty was 
in. The queen, thfc dauphin, and his utters, 
and all about them, were in tears ; the whole 
palace and town of Verfailles refounded with 
lamentations. The royal family fet but poft 
that very night, without the leaft preparations. 
The queen, who was accuftomcd to give away 

her 
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her money in a£b of generosity, had not enough 
about her to defray the expences of her jour- 
ney: they were therefore obliged to fend in the 
middle of the night to the receiver-general of 
.the finances at Paris for a thousand louidores. 
. The ladies at court followed the queen with- 
out a tingle fervant ; the ftair- cafes, the court- 
yards, and the avenues, were filled with innu- 
merable crouds of people, who followed the 
queen's coaches at a diftance, fame with mourn- 
ful cries, and others in filent confternation. 
The news was immediately fpread through Pa- 
lis ; the people left their beds, and ran up and; 
down the ftreets, without knowing where they 
were going ; fome repaired to the ramparts* 
where they might fee the royal family pais by 
at a diftance ; others flock to the churches ;, 
there is no longer any diftin&ion of the time 
of fleep, of waking, or of reft ; all Paris is irt 
confternation ; the houfes of the officers at 
court are befieged by a continual croud ; the 
^people gather in the public fquares, and break 
out into a general cry, " If he dies, it is for 
having marched to our afiiftance.." 

And indeed his illnefs was owing to his ex* 
pofing himfelf too much, on his march, to the 
fcorchihg heat of the iun ; for the ray that 
ftruck him, darted with fuch violence as to 
burn his thigh. They reprefented to them- 
felves what he had done in his fir ft campaign ; 
their concern was not owing to the misfor? 
tunes they might have reafon to fear; no* 
they were too much grieved to have any fore* 
fight. Their affe&ion deprived them of their 
under ftan ding ; ft rangers accofted one another 
and affyed que'ftions in church ; the prieft, as 

16 h* 
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he was reciting the colled for the king's rear- 
very* mingled his prayer with his tears ; and 
the people anfwer^d him with fobs and la- 
mentations. The poor gave charity to the 
poor, defiring them to pray for the king; and 
thefe carried the money they received to the 
foot of the altar. There were feme people in 
Paris who fainted away, and others, who were 
feized with a fit of ilraeft, upon hearing that 
the king was in danger. The city magistrates 
appointed couriers, who every three bouo 
brought them tidings of his condition.. The 
fuperior courts fent to Metz : each had their? 
couriers, who were paffing continually to audi 
fro. A3 they returned to Paris they were flop- 
ped upon the road and at the gates r by a muf- 
ti tude of people in tears*. The phyficians who. 
attended the king fent word every three hours- 
* how his majefty did, to fatisfy the people, who. 
read thofe certificates of health with impatience 
and trembling. 

The queen arrived at St.Dizier, where fhe- 
found her father Staniflaus, king of Poland*, 
~who had left the king's apartment the very mo* 
ment that they defpaired of his life. The ge- 
neral concern was thea at the greateft height?. 
they thought the king was dead, and the ru- 
mour was fpread through all the neighbouring 
towns. But he was treated in a very proper 
manner by his phyficians, to whom fuch dis- 
orders are familiar, and who, joining reafon 
with experience, knew extremely welt that the 
whole confifts only in letting nature operate 
freely ; that, when this method does not fuc* 
cced, we muft leave our. days to him who has 

counted 
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counted them; all the reft: being only a falft 
art, which impofes on- human' weaknefst 

The queen arrived the- 17th, when fheybe^ 
gan to have hope* again of the king's life. -The 
courier, who brought the news of his recove- 
ry, was embraced and almoft fuffocated by the 
people ; they kiflfed "his horfe * they led him 
about in triumph through all the ftreett, which 
rcfounded with cries of joy, ** the king is re* 
covered:'* Strangers- embraced each other ; 
theyranto-proftrate themfelvesii* the churches; 
there was not fo much, as a company of tradef*- 
men, but- gave order- for Te Dtum to be fungi 
The king (till- kept' h« bed, and was very. 
weak, when they gave him an account of thefe 
furprizing tranfports of joy which had fuc- 
ceeded to fuch fcenes of forrow* This affe&ed 
him fo much as to draw tears from his eyes ; 
when • deriving ftrengttv from his fenftbility, he 
raifed himfelf up in his- bed, and faid, '* Oh, 
what a pleafure-it is to be thus- beloved ! and-, 
what have l done to deferve it ?" 

The firft days of his. recovery were di&in? 
gutfhed by new advantages obtained by his 
arms in Italy* The prince of Conti, after 
having forced the barricadoes of the defiles of 
Stura, which feemed impenetrable, and after 
the taking of Chateau Dauphin, luckily 
reached the mountain of Demont : here he 
took every entrenchment, and at length re- 
duced* twelve hundred men, who defended this 
hft fortrefs of the Alps, to fur render at difcre- 
tion. 

This news pteafed the king, and comforted 
him in his recovery. Though he had been at 
the point of death, yet he never loft fight of 

the 
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the intefeft of his people. Marfhal NoaiUc* at 
that tine bad the chief command .of the army 
in Alftce, reinforced by (be troops from Flan* 
<lcrs, which the king's illnefe hindered him 
from conducing in perfon. Before that mif- 
fortune, this prince intended to give battle so 
prince Charles, who had fetit his flying parties 
*s far as Lorrain ; and notwithstanding the 
troops had been retarded in their march, his 
attention was ftill taken up with the expe&a* 
tton of an engagement $ (o that when he 
thought himfelf in danger of dying, be faid to 
count d'Argenfon, who never ftirred from bis 
pillow during the whole- time of his illnefs r 
" Tell marital Noailles from me, that while 
they Were carrying Lewis XIII. to the grave, 
the prince of Conde obtained a vi<5lory»" But 
marihal Noatlles could only fall upon the rear 
of prince Charles's army, which was retiring 
in good order, and cut off about eighteen bun* 
dred men. In this fkirmrth, which cod France 
but two hundred men, the chevalier d'Orleans* 

5 rand prior of France, and M. dcFremur were 
angefouflv wounded. 

• Prince Charles, after having pafled the Rhine 
in fpite of the French forces, repafled it, al- 
moft without any lofs, within fight of a fupe- 
rior army. ■ The king of Pruffia complained 
moft bitterly againft their letting an enemy 
efcape, .who. vto* coming to wreak their vea- 

tjeance upon him. Here iodeed they miffed a 
ucky opportunity. The king's illnefs bad re* 
tarded the march of the troops ; befides, they 
fcnuft have faffed through a difficult morafs to 
attack prince Charles, who bad taken all his 
precautions, iccured his bridges, and contrived 

cverj 
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«tcry tiring that cduld facilitate bis retreat, in- 
ibmuch that be did not lofe a fingle magazine. 
Haviag therefore repafled the Rhine with fifty 
rthtufand men complete, he inarched towards 
the Danube and the Elbe with incredible ex- 

? edition ; and, after having .penetrated into 
ranee as far as the gates of Strafburg, he ha- 
flened to deliver Bohemia a fecond time. The 
king of Pruffia advanced towards Prague, and . 
invefted it the 4th of September : and it is 

ibmewhat remarkable, that general Ogilvi, who 
defended the town with fifteen thousand men, 
ten days after furrendered htmfelf and his gar- 
rifon prifoners of war. This was the fame go- 
vernor who gave .up v the town in lefs time in 
1741, when it was {formed by the French. 
An army of fifteen thouiand Auftrians being 

•thus made prifoners of war at the taking of 
the capital of Bohemia, the remainder of the 
kingdom being fubdued a few days after, Mo- 
ravia invaded at the fame time, the French 

.army returning to Germany, and other fuc- 
cefles attending their arms in Italy j in fuch a 
fituation one would have imagined that the 
grand European quarrel was on the point of 

• being decided in. favour of the emperor. This 
prince was preparing to return to Munich, as 

•: ibon as he could receive intelligence that the 

« road was left open, by prince Charles's re- 

. paffing the frontiers of Bavaria in his march to 
the aififtance. of Bohemia. The landgrave of 
Hefle Caffel, having acceded to the. union x>f 

' Frankfort, had already three 'tboufand men in 
the pay of the king of France, and was to 

. furntfh him with fix thoufand more* The 
cle&or Palatine was . always of. that party. 

• s The 
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The eie&or of Saxony, who had been in the 
jicft alliance againft the queen of Hungary 
might now renew it ; and to this- he was 
ftrongly folicited by the king of Pruffia, who 
promifed htm fix circles in Bohemia. But as 
•he kept two for htmfelf, thofeof Konjgfgratz 
and Leutmerhz, by his treaty with* France, 
there was very little left for the emperor : and 
this was a new partition of the territories of 
the houfe of Auftria. He offered a principality 
in the empire to count Bruhl, prime minifter 
, of Saxony; at the fame time he promifed fa- 
ther, Quarini y the queen of Poland's confeflbr, 
• the emperor's nomination to a cardinal's dig- 
nity ; and among the pleafures of his fuccefles 
he reckoned he (hould enjoy that of feeing & 
Jefuit introduced into the (acred college by a 
proteftant prince. The appearances were fa- 
vourable, when prince Charles was yet in Al- 
face, and the king of France in full march to 
attack him with fuperior forces* 

The king's ficknefs* as we have obferved, 
difconcerted this project, which one would 
have imagined impoffible to mifs ; though in- 
deed its fuccefs feemed to be only retarded. 
Prince Charles's army was likely to drminifh 
very much in his precipitate march- towards 
Bohemia : and fcarce had. the Auftrians quitted 
Bavaria, when the king' gave orders for the 
fiegeof Friburg, the bulwark of Upper Auftria* 
which marfhal Coigni inverted the thirtieth of 
Oaober. 

The king's phyficians all advifed him not to 
txpofe himfelf to the unwholefome air of that 
orovince, after fo dangerous an iUnefs, but to. 

turn to Vcrfailles. He di* not miftd tbtir 

advice, 
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advice, being determined to finifh* the cam- 
paign. While he was at Strafburgj where his 
reception was> one of the moft magnificent ce- 
remonies ever beheldy- the marquis- de BiJE ar- 
rived frogi Italy with the news of a viSory- 
The infant- Don Philip and the prince of.Conti 
had laid fiege to Coni * 1 and the king of Sar- 
dinia, with a fuperior army, attacked them in- 
their lines. Nothing could be -better concerted 
than, this prince's enter prize : it was on one of 
thofe occafions where it is good policy to ha- 
zard a battle^ If he won the day, the French 
had few refourees^ and their retreat would have 
been attended with difficulty : if he loft it, the 
town was ftrll able to hold out in this ad- 
vanced feafon, and he had a very fafie retreat. 
The difpofuion of his army was one of the 
moft judicious ever known ; for having lefs ca- 
valry by .one half: than, the befiegers* and more 
infantry by half, he made his attack iibfuch a 
manner, that his infantry was to have . the 
whole advantage of the ground, and his ca- 
valry was not at all to fiuxer. . And yet he was. 
beaten -fc £ the French £nd Spaniards, notwith- 

. ftariding 



* Coni is a town of Piedmont, fituated between the. 
and the Stura, at the foot of the Alps. It is popu- 
lous, commercial* and opulent, and equally ftrong by the 
nature of its nutation,. Us woiks,. and its citadeh 

f He maintained the battle without flinching till night ; 
when finding k impracticable to face the enemy's intrench-' 
ments, he retired in good order to his camp at Muraflb. 
He afterwards threw a reinforcement of men, and a fcpply 
oF provHions, into Com, which enabled Baron LemrunV 
the governor, -to hold out the place till the approach ofr 
winter, when the cheralier de Soto entered the place with 
a. reinforcement of fix hundred frefli men. The> befieger* 

were. 
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ftandtng the .national jealoufies which ufed con* 
ftantly to rife upon the reflation of 'danger* 
fought with all the harmony of allies who fup-> 
port each other, and with the emulation of rU 
valt that laredcfirous .of fetting a mutual ex* 
ample. The king of Sardinia loft near five 
thoufand men, and the field of battle; the 
Spaniards loft only nine hundred * the French; 
had twelve hundred killed and wounded,. 
Among the latter were the marquis de Senne- 
fterre, the marquis de Ja Force who died of his 
wounds, the chevalier de .Chauvelin, and the 
chevalier de Chabannes : the prince of Conti^ 
who commanded as a general and fought as & 
icJdier, had his cuirafs pierced through with 
two fhot, and two horfes kitted under him*. 
Of this he made no mention, to the king ; but 
he enlarged a good deal on the wounds of 
meffieurs de Senneterre, de la Force,, and de. 
Chauvelin, on the fignal fervices of monfieur 
de Courten, on thofe of meffieurs du Caylus* 
de Choifeul, de Beaupre, and of all thofe who. 
had behaved gallantly > dcfiring they ftiould be. 
particularly rewarded. Among die- prodigious* 
number of officers, who deferved the com- 
mendations of the prince of Conti,. he took 
particular notice in his letters of meffieurs de 
Montmorenci, d'Agenois, de Stainville, of tba 
marquis de Maillebois, quarter matter general* 
and of M. de Chauvelin, major general of the 
army. , This hiftory would be only one con* 
tinued lift of names, was I to recite all the 

m*m-+> i i i n i i ■ i 

were no fooncr informed of this incident than they aban- 
doned their cntarprize, and marched back to Demon*,. 
leaving their Ack and wounded to the mercy o£^the Pied- 
inentefc. 

brave 
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brave a&ions, which, becoming common from 
their great number, are continually loft in the 
croud. .'I ' :' - 

This new viftory was likewife one of thofe 
which are productive of toiTes, without being 
attended with any real advantages to the vic- 
tors. In a little time/ the rigor of the feafon, 
-the great quantity of fnow, the inundation of 
?the Stura* and the overflowing of the torrents, 
were of 'more fervice to the king of Sardinia, 
than the gaining the battle of Coni was to 
Don Philip and to the prince of Conti. They 
were obliged to raife the fiege, and to repafi 
the mountains, after they had weakened their 
-army. It is generally the fate of thofe who 
•fight towards the Alps, and have not the mafter 
of Piedmont on their fide> to lofe their Armies 
even by their victories* 
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Tthtfiege ofFrihurg continued. State of affairs in 

Germany and Italy. 

IN this wet feafon the king waa before Fri* 
• * burg. Of all the iieges he had made, this 
was the moft painful and the moft dangerous. 
The French were obliged to turn the channel 
of the river of Treiflau, and to open a new 
bed for it of two thoufand fix hundred fathom ; 
but no fooner was this work completed, than a 
dyke broke, and they were obliged to begin 
again. The befiegers were expofed to the fire 
of the caftle of >riburg, and obliged at the 
fame time to drain two- arms, of the riven 
The bridges crefted on the new channel were 
damaged by the waters, but the French repair* 
cd them again by night \. the next day they 
marched up tothe covert-way, where the ground; 
was all undermined, and they were expoled to* 
an inceflant fire from the enemy. Five hun- 
dred grenadiers were killed or wounded j and 
two whole companies perifhed by the fpringing 
•f the mines- This attack was commanded by 
the marquis de Brun, lieutenant-general, with 
the duke de Randan, and M. de Courtomcr, 
major-generals, and M. de Berville,. brigadier. 
The duke d'Ayen was there as the king's aid* 
decamp; and count Lowendahl, who would 
alfo be atthe fiege as a volunteer, was wound- 
ed on the head with a mufket-fhot. This fo- 
reigner was a native of Denmark, and bad 
been in the Ruffian fervice i it was he that took 

Qckzakov* 
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*0ckzakow from the Turks *. He fpoke al- 
moft all the European languages, was perfectly 
acquainted with the different courts, their ge- 
nius, the chara&er of the people, and their 
different methods of fighting ; however, he 
preferred the fervice of France, where from his 
reputation he was immediately received as lieu- 
tenant-generaL 

The befiegers weje not the leaft difcouraged, 
but carried tne greateft part of»the covert-way, 
and the day following they made themfelves 
entirely mafters of it, notwithstanding the* 
bombs, patteraroes, and grenadoes, with which 
the enemy inceffantjy annoyed them. There 
were ftxteen engineers at thofe attacks, who 
were all wounded : .the prince of Soubife had 
bis arm broke by a ftone ; which as foon as 
the king heard, he vifited him feveral times., 
and faw his wounds drefftd. This fympathy 
in their fovereign encouraged the troops; there 
was not one of them but forgot the extreme 
bardihips of the fiege, and generoufly ventured 
his life;. Their .ardour was redoubled, when 
they followed the duke de .Chartres, the firft 
prince of .the blood, to the trenches and to the 
attacks. .General J)amnit£, governor of Fri- 
burg, did not hang out the white flag till the 
6th of November, after a fiege of two months f. 

* The reduction of Ockzalcow was chiefly, if .not en* 
ti rely f owing to the gallantry of our countryman general 
Keith, who commanded the attack in perfon $ and not- 
withstanding a dangerous wound in his thigh, mounted the 
breach, and with his own hand planted the Ruffian ftand- 
ard on the ramparts of the place. 

f The defence of this place redounded greatly to tbe ho- 
nour of Damnit?, who had been bred a dancing- mailer. 

Count 



150 The H 1 S TO RY of 

Count d'Argenfon drew up the articles of capi* 
tulation, which facilitated the taking of the ci- 
tadel of Friburg. It was ftipulated, as a favour 
granted from the king to general Damnitz, 
that he (houM have leave to retire with bis gar- 
rifon, his lick and wounded, into- the citadel. 
The governor did hot perceive, till after he had 
figned the capitulation, that this permiffion 
would prove fatal to him, that the citadel could 
not hold fuch a number of men, that they 
would be crouded upon one another, and more 
expofed to the enemy's cannon, and, in fhort, 
that his lick muft infallibly perifh : he therefore 
begged of them not to grant him fo dangerous 
a favour ; but the permiffion was then become 
an obligation. A fufpenfion of arms was how- 
ever granted for twenty days 5 at the expiration 
of which term the citadel was beficged, and 
taken in feven days. The king ufed the fame 
policy at Friburg as atMenin* he deraoltfhed 
the fortifications of the town, neither wanting 
to keep pofleffion of it, nor to run the hazard* 
of its being retaken fome dav by the Auftriam, 
and proving a thorn in his hde. This was one 
of thofe towns which Lewis XIV. had taken 
and fortified, and which he afterwards was ob- 
liged to furrender. It is true, that, according 
to the plan fo often defeated, Friburg and Up* 
per Auftria were to be given to the Bavarian 
emperor: but it was then forefeen that hewotfld 
not keep pofleffion of this country. The king 
indeed was mailer of all Brifgau.: the prince of 
Clermont, on his fide, was advanced as far as 
Conftance : and the emperor at length had the 
leafiire of returning to Munich. In Italy af- 
ire had taken a favourable turn, though they 

advanced 
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advanced but flowly. The prince of Conti 
«temolifhed the fortifications of Demont, after 
he had taken it by ftorm. The king of Naples 
wa* purfuing prince Lobkowtiz through the 
pope's territories. In Bohemia great matters 
were expeded from the diversion made by the 
king of Pruffia ; but they were difappointed ; 
fortune changed fides again, as fhe had often 
-done during this war, and prince Charles 
•drove the Pruffians out of Bohemia, as he had 
made the French fly before him in 1742 and 
1 743. The Pruffians committed the very fame 
miflakes, and made the fame kind of retreats, 
-as they had reproached the French armies with; 
they fucceffivery evacuated the different pofts 
which led to Prague, and at length they were 
•obliged to evacuate Prague itfelf. 

Prince Charles, after having pafied the Rhine, 
within fight of the French army, parted the 
Elbe the fame year within fight of the king of 
Pruffia. He followed him even into Silefia, 
and his flying parties advanced as far as the 

Stes of Brefiau. At length it became a que-> 
on, whether the queen, who feemed to be 
undone in the month of June, would not re- 
cover Silefia in the month of December, the 
fame year; and people were afraid that the 
•emperor, who was but juft returned to his de- 
fblate capital, fhould be once more obliged to 
leave it. 
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CHAP. V. 

The king iff Poland, eleftor of Saxony, declares in. 
favour of Maria Tenefa, again/) whom he had 
joined in the beginning vf the war, Affairs are 
more perplexed than ever in Italy. The king of 
Naples furprized at Velktri, in the neighbour- 
food of Rome* 

I^BE Auftrians indulged themfejves in thefe 
** 'hopes from a new change in their affairs, 
which 'indeed was not one of the leaft revolutions 
in the -whole war; namely, the ftep then taken 
by the king of Poland, eleflor of Saxony. This 
fame prince, who at firft had joined the king of 
Pruflia againft the queen ofHungary, was then 
entering into an alliance with this princefs 
againft Pruflia, and had already furnifhed her 
with about twenty thoufand men. In purfuing 
this meafure he did not intend to declare war 
againft king Frederic, but only to affift the 
queen* jufl as the ftates general had joined with 
her againft France, without declaring war. It 
did not appear that the elector of Saxony could 
have any great intereft in making the queen of 
Hungary and the new houfe of Auftria more 
powerful ; nay, it feemed ftrange jhat he fbould 
chufe rather to aggrandise that houfe, than to 
raife him felf upon its ruins; but a particular 
pique betwixt him and the king of Pruflia, the 
powerful negotiations of England, the appre- 
henfion of the rifmg grandeur of the houfe of 
Brandenburg, and the expectation of humbling 
it, produced a total alteration of maxims in 
the court of Drefden. 

Tbe 
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The king of Pruffia had fcarce fet his hand 
to his treaty in April 1744 with France and 
the emperor, when the king of Poland figned 
his agreement privately with the queen of Hun- 
gary in the month of May : he promifed to 
affift her with thirty thou (and men, and the 
queen yielded to him a part of Silefia, which 
fhe hoped to be able to recover, and to which 
that prince pretended fome antient rights, as 
all the German princes have fome pretenfions 
or other to the territories of their neighbours. 
England paid him a fubfidy of a hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds fterling every year, fo long as 
he continued to defend the queen of Hungary. 
If it was a matter of furprize, that a king of 
Poland and elector of Saxony fhould be reduced 
to accept of this money, it was a much greater^ 
furprize that England fhould be able to give it, 
when (he had granted this very year five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds to the qu:en of Hun- 
gary, two hundred thoufand pounds to the king 
of Sardinia, and at the fame time fhe paid a 
fubfidy of twenty-two thoufand pounds to the 
eledor of Cologn, for permitting the enemies 
of the emperor his brother to raife troops 
againft him in the territories of Cologn, Mun- 
fter, and Ofnabruck ; to fuch a low pitch 
was this unfortunate emperor reduced ! The 
paflage of prince Charles had ftruck the bor- 
ders of the Rhine with terror and amazement ; 
and the Englifh sold did the reft. At this con- 
juncture the Auttrians, aififted by their new al- 
lies the Saxons, menaced Silefia : they likewi *e 
threatened French Flanders with Englifh and 
Dutch fuccours. 

K The 
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The allied army in Flanders exceeded tfcat 
which the king left under the command of 
marfhal Saxe by twenty thoufand mem Tbis 
general employed all thofe refources of war 
which are entirely independent of fortune, and 
even of the bravery of troops. To encamp 
and decamp at proper opportunities $ to cover 
our own country * to maintain an army at the 
enemy's expence ; to remove upon their ground 
when they advance into yours, and thereby to 
oblige them to march back; in Ihort, to baffle 
fyperior ftrength by (kill ; this is what is looked 
upon as one of the mailer- pieces of the mili- 
tary art ; and this marfhal Saxe did from the 
beginning of Auguft to the month of No- 
vember *. 

The quarrel about the Auftrian fucceffion 
was every day growing more obftinate, the em- 
peror's fate more uncertain, the refoe&ive in- 
terefts more complicate* while the luccefles of 
each party were.generally counterpoifed by tho/e 
of the oppofite fide. 

France had on* her fide in Germany, the 
emperor, the king of Pruflia, the landgrave of 

♦ The army of the allies amounted to ninety thoufand 
effective men, and there was nothing to obftnicl their 
march to Paris, which might hive been performed in three 
days, except the fmall body commanded by count de Saxe, 
which did not exceed rive and twenty or thirty tlroufand at 
rnoft $ thefe too he was obliged to fecore by* double in* 
trench merits. The Englifli general Wade was fuperanne- 
ated : his partner In command, the duke cTAtemberg, is 
fnid to have been unwilling to give umbrage to the French 
king, great part of hit fortune lying within the territory of 
I,iflo, where they were now encamped. The Dutch were 
av#rfe to any bold enterprize j and the train of artillery 
was retarded by fome fatality. 

Heflc 
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Hefle Caflel, and the elector palatine, by the 
treaty of Frankfort : but the Pruffians were 
then- bufy in defending themfelves. Hefle was 
always ready to fell troops to England, as well 
as to France. The Palatinate was a country 
that rather wanted protection than was capable 
of giving affiftance ; and,befides, a great part 
of its territories had been pillaged by the enemy. 
Thus Auftria was ftill the predominant power 
in Germany, efpecially having the fuccours of 
Saxony and of the Dutch, with the troops and 
fubfidies of Great Britain. The reft of the 
empire ftill neuter, though a great part were, 
well, affected to the boufe of Auftria, in all their 
memorials complained of this civil war which 
laid wade their country. 

The truth is, that the calamities which fol- 
low war had ruined a great many ; yet, on the 
other hand, it is no Tefs true, that this war. 
really enriched Germany, while k feemed in. 
appearance to ruin it. The French and Eng- 
lish rc.oney, which was fcattered among them 
with fuch profufion, remained in the hands of 
the Germans : Frankfort efpecially, fo long the , 
refidence of the imperial court, o\ fuch a num- 
ber of minifters, princes, and generals, had 
made i.mmenfe profits ; Drefden, which had 
furnifhed provifions a long time to the French 
and Auftrian armies in their turn, had thereby 
enriched itfelf ; and,- upon the whole, this war 
had rendered Germany more opulent, and con- 
fequently muft, fooner or Jater, render it more 
powerful. It was not fo in regard to Italy, 
which, moreover, cannot form, for any confi- 
derable time, a powerful body like Germany. . 
France had not fcnt to the Alps more than forty- 

K 2 two 
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two battalions an<J thirty-three fquadrons,which, 
confideting the ordinary deficiency in. the troops, 
<Kd not compofe above a body of twenty-fix 
thoufand men. 7"he infant's army was very 
near this number at the beginning of the cam- 
paign j and both of them, far from enriching a 
foreign country, drew their whole fubfiftence 
from the provinces of France. With regard to 
the pope's territories, on which prince Lobko- 
witz was then encamped with thirty thoufand 
men, they were rather ravaged than made rich. 
This part of Italy was going to become a bloody 
feene in this vaft military theatre, which ex- 
tended from the Danube to the Tiber. 

The queen of Hungary's armies were very 
near making a conqueft of the kingdom of Na- 
ples towards the, months of March, April, and 
May, 1744; and, had it not been for the pru-. 
iJent conduct of count Gages, they would cer- 
tainly have done it- This general finding that 
his army was weakened, and he could have no 
recruits from Spain, incorporated Neapolitans 
into his old regiments, and thefe new troops 
grew inured to difcipline: at length, by tem- 
porizing, he obliged prince Lobkowitz, who 
perceived his army alfo wafting away, to retire 
}>om Abruzzo towards Rome. 

This city had beheld, fince the month of 
July, an engagement in her neighbourhood be- 
twixt the Aultrian and Neapolitan armies. The 
king of Naples and the duke of Modena were 
at Velletri, antiently the capital of the Volfci, 
and now the refidence of the dean of the facred 
college. The king of the two Sicilies was 
lodged in the palace of Ginetti, which is rec- 
koned a ftructure of magnificence and tafte. 

. Prince 
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Prince Lobkowitz made the fame attempt upon 
Velletri, as prince Eugene had done upon Cre- 
mona in 1702 5 for hiftory is no more than a, 
feries of events repeated with fome variety- 
Six thoufand Auftrians entered Velletri In the 
middle of the night : the main guard wefc 
flain : thofe who refilled, were cut in pieces * 
and thofe who made no refiftance, were made 
pri Toners : in fhorr, terror and alarm were 
fpread every-wherc. The king of Naples and 
the duke of Modena were very near being 
taken ; the marquis de I'Hofoital, ambaffador 
from France to the court of Naples, awakes at 
the noife, runs to the king, and faves him ; no 
fooner had the marquis quitted his houfe, when 
it was plundered by the enemy. The king, 
followed by the duke of Modena and the am*- , 
baflador, puts himfelf at the head of his troops , 
without the town ; the Auftrians break into the • 
houfes ; general Novati enters the palace of the 
duke of Modena, where he finds M, Sabatini, 
that prince's minifter, who had been formerly 
in the fame regiment with himfelf, " Is it not 
true," faid this minifter to him, " that you 
grant me my life, and will content yourfelf 
with making me your prifoner." While they 
were renewing their former acquaintance, the 
very fame thing happened as at Cremona; the 
Walloon guards, a regiment of Irifh, and an- 
other of Swifs, repulfed the Auftrians, ftrewed 
the ftrcets with dead bodies, and retook the 
town. M. Sabatini, feeing this revolution from 
lira window, faid to the Auftrian general ; 
•• 'Tis I now that grant you your life, and 'tis 
you that are my prifoner." A few days after, 
prince Lobkowitz was obliged to retreat to- 

K 3 • wards 
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war-fa Rame 9 whether be was purfoed by tho* 
*i~* ~*t Xapfes* The fczmci marched towards 
coc 'pzz of the cfty, and the latter towards the 
otiser : they botit pafled the Tiber within' fight 
cf the feocl* ©f Rome, who from^the ramparts 
errmed cl? tbecbele of the two armies. The 
*.irr7 was received at Ri*ne under the name of 
rse eccct or ParzcoJo : hU guards ftood with 
tfcefr draws Swords in the ftrccts, while their 
n»§~r was kJjSng the pope's toe. The two 
arrres coorin-ied the war in the territory of 
Rookv whole inhabitants thanked heaven that 
the ravage extended uo farther than their fielJs. 
Upon the whole, we find that Italy was from. 
the begienrn^ the chief aim of the court of 
Sp3tD ; t*?2t Germany was the main objelt of 
tie cor.Ji:ct of the court of France ; and that 
en bcth Ik's* the facet f» was ftill extremely t 
tiobtou*. 
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CHAP, VI. 

Death of the emperor Charles V1J. The war Be- 
comes more violent than ever. 

IMMEDIATELY after the taking of Frr- 
•* burg, the king returned to Paris, where he 
.was received as the avenger of his country, and 
as a father whom they hid been afraid of lofing. 
Jie remained three days in his capital, to (hew 
himfelf to the inhabitants, who wanted no 
other return for their zeal than the plea fu re of 
Jbeholdtng bjm, and this was what he couid not 
in gratitude- refufe : he dined in the Hotel de 
Ville, whofe (quafe .was adorned with thofe 
magnificent decorations which make us wilh 
/or more durable monuments : he was ferved 
at table, according to cuftona, by the provoft of 
the merchants, and the dauphin by the firft 
Echevin* , 

On this occasion, it was obferved, that the 
infcriptions of thg Hotel .de Ville, the trium- 
phal arches, and illuminated figures, with which 
the town was- adorned, were in Lathy; though, 
indeed, thefe interpreters of the people's joy 
ought to be fuch as they can underftand; In 
Germany, England, and the North, they pique 
themfelves for making infer iptions. and devices 
in French, which, ought to be a .hint to oar 
nation to fhew the .fame, honour to our Ian* 
guage as is paid it by foreigners. 

The king, at his return from the campaign*, 
bad no minifler of foreign affairs, having been 
his own nuaifter at the army. To fill this* 

K 4 place. 
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place, he chofe fucceffively two men wbo had 
no thoughts of it. The nrft was M.de ViJle- 
neuve, who, during ihis embafly to the Otto- 
man Porte, had negotiated a peace between die 
Turks and the lair emperor of the houfe of 
Auftria : he was old and infirm : he had been 
always reckoned a wife man ; a chara&er which 
Jie frill maintained by his ienfibiltty of his pre- 
sent condition : having no ambition to deceive 
himfelf, or to imagine he had ftrength above 
his age, be refufed the employment. The fe- 
•eond was the marquis d'Argenfbn, the elder 
.brother of the fecretary of war. By this fa- 
vour the king furprized the two brothers. 

The only inducement the king had for giving 
away a place, which, according to the maxims, 
of common policy in.moft courts of Europe, 
feems to require lefs virtue than cunning, was 
the chara&er the marquis bad of being an ho- 
neft man. Thefe two minifters were defcended 
from one of the rnoft antient houfes of Tou- 
raine, in which the dignities of the long robs 
have for f6me years been joined to the amitnt 
honours of tfic fword. Their father, who had 
been keeper of thefeafc, and miorfter of the 
{inaocfts, .was a genius equal either t6 the com* 
mand of an army or directing the police of a 
ftate ; a man of piercing wit, great intrepidity, 
and unwearied afiiduity j one who would unra- 
vel the moft knotty affairs j a declared enemy to 
trivial forms, which little minds are fo fond of; 
in ftort, a man fuperior to party, fear, or in* 
tcreft. At the. time the government wanted 
MMn ey, he paid back an hundred thoufand 
is into the royal .treafury, which were hit 
is mjnifter of the finances j and when he 

afled 
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adedthus, he was not rich, and had a nume- 
rous family. This a&bn, which (he king was 
acquainted with, contributed greatly to the pro- 
motion of his ions. 
* One of the firft affairs that came before the 
miniftcr of ftate, was art adventure in which 
there was rather a violation of the law of na- 
tions, of the privileges of ambafladors, and of 
the conffitutions of the empire, than any exer- 
cile of the right of war. 

The king, ftill true to his engagements with 
the emperor, bad fent marfhal Bellcifle, with, 
full powers from himfelf and from the emperor, 
to Munich, and from thence to Caflsl and Si- 
lefia. He was coming from Munich, the im- 
perial refidence, with the chevalier his brother : 
they had been at Caflel, and were continuing 
their journey, without any diftruft, through a 
country where, the king of Pruflia has lev era I 
poft-houfes, which, by agreement among the 
princes of Germany, have been always looked 1 
upon as neuter and inviolable. While th* mar- 
(hal and his brother were changing horfes at 
one of thofe poft-houfes, in a borough called 
Elbin^rode, belonging to the eleftor of Hano- 
ver, they were at refted and ill u(fed by an Ha- 
noverian meflkngen, and foon after removed ta 
England. The duke of Belleifle was 3 prince 
of the empire, and in thfs quality this a r re ft 
might have been confidered as a. violation of 
the privileges of the college of princej. In 
former times, emperors would have punifhed 
£uch an indignity ; but any infult might have 
. been offered to Charles VII ; all he could do, 
was to complain* 

K c The 
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after his elevation to the imperial throne ; and 
nature from Hut time proved even more unkind 
to him than fortune : a complication of acute 
disorders filled his days with bicternefs, and 
brought him to the grave. He had both the 
gout and the (tone : upon opening his body, 
they found his lungs, his liver, and his ftomach 
mortified, with ftones in his kidneys, and a 
polypus in his heart. It was concluded, that 
for foirm time he muft have lived in continual 
pain. 

The body of this unfortunate prince was laid 
inflate, drefled after the old Spanifh mode, ac- 
cording- to the regulation of Charles V. though 
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would refiiroe the fpperiority, which indeed 
was the rea/on of his neutrality during this 
whole w^r : this occafioned great complaints, 
again ft him ; but the event juftified the condud 
he was obliged to obferve. 

It was then believed that, as the caufe of 
fhe war no longer fubfifted, peace would be re- 
ilored to Europe ; they could not offer the em- 
pire to the ion of Charles VII, who was then 
pnly fevertfeen years of age* they flattered 
themfelves in Germany, that the queen of 
Hungary would feck for peace, as the fureft 
means of, at length* placing her h ufba nd, the 
grand duke, upon the imperial throne: but fine, 
would obtain this throne, and alfo continue 
$he war. The Englifli miniftry, who gave the 
law to their allies, becaufe they gave them mo* 
ney, fupptying, at the fame time, the queer* 
of Hungary, the king of Poland, and the king 
of Sardinia, thought they (hould l?e lofers by -a 
treaty, and - gainers by protra£Ung the war : 
they bad no difficulty to infpire Maria Therefa 
with the fame confidence, fo as to flatter her- 
felf that fhe ftould be able to beat both France 
and Prufija. The paflage. of the Rhine aftd oC 
the £lbe in one campaign had doubled he$ 
courage. The fcing of f ra,nce, on the othe$ 
hand, \yould r>ot a^^ndon either his fon-in- 
law the infant Pon Philip, in Italy > or th* 
young eledor of Bavaria, in Germany j or the 
king of Pruf&a, whp was returned to bis old 
alliance. 

This, genera), war continued, becaufe it wa& 
fee gun,: the object of it \yas now no longer the 
iame as in, the beginning ; it was one of thofe^ 
maladies whftfe iy.mptotns.. ajtgr when they 

grow 



the WAR of 1741. 105 

grow inveterate. Flanders had been refpe&cd 
m a neutral country before the year 1744, but 
was now become the principal theatre of war ; 
and Germany was considered by France rather 
as a field of politics than of military opera- 
tion*. The court of France caft an eye upon 
the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, as a 
proper perfon for the imperial crown* He was 
not only qualified to afpire to this dignity, 
but he might likewife render it fubfervient to 
the enriching his family with a part of the 
Auftrian inheritance, which he had at firft at- 
tempted to acquire by the fword. At I caft, by 
detaching him from his new alliance with Au- 
ftris, there wa3 a probability of giving a greater 
iuperiority to the king of Pruflia, and of com- 
pelling the queen of Hungary to accept of 
terms of peace* But the Saxon minifter chofe 
rather to fee his matter an ally than an rnemv 
of the court of Vienna : the king of Poland 
might have had the imperial crown, but he 
would not accept of it. . 

This refufaJ of the elector of Saxony, which 
appeared fo aftonifhing to Europe, did not at 
all furprize thofe who were acquainted with 
his court, and with the flate of hi* affairs. 
They perfuaded him, that he would find ir 
very difficult to keep the crown of Poland, if 
he accepted of the empire, and that the re- 
public of Poland would be afraid of having 
too powerful, a chief. They reprefented to 
hidi that he would run the rifle of lofing a 
throne, which he might fee u re to his pofteri- 
ty : and that, after all, he was not Aire of 
carrying bis point in competition with the 
great dutoe of Tufcany. The example of the 

cle&or 
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elector of Bavaria had convinced him how dif- 
ficult it is for. 2 prince who is not of bimfelf 
very powerful, to fuftativ the weight of the 
imperial crown ; and that a grandeur, not 
founded on its own ftrengtb*. is oftentimes ra- 
ther a humiliation. -In mort, this prince, whe- 
ther he was not ftrong enough, or whether 
be was restrained by the treaties of Vienna,. 
Drefden, and War law,, which had connected* 
him with the^ queen of Hungary and with 
England ; inftead of pretending to the empire, 
entered into a more intimate union with the- 
queen, in order to place the imperial crown on- 
her hufband's head, and to give, every thing to- 
thofe, to whom at fir ft he would have granted- 
nothing. 

France had therefore no other refotrrce left 
than that • of arms, and patiently to expect her 
fate, together with the decifion of fon. any dif- 
ferent imerefts,. which bad fo often changed; 
and whofe different mutations- bad kept Europe 
in continual alarm* 

. Maximilian jolepb, the young elector *>f Ba- 
varia, was the third from father tofon whole* 
rights had been maintained by France: they 
had reftored his grandfather to bis dominions, 
obtained the imperial crown for his father, and 
now made a frefh effort to fupport this young 
prince. §ix thou (and Heffians in French pay, 
three thoufand Palatines, and thirteen* batta- 
lions of German troops,, which, have been a* 
long time in the French fervice, had joined 
the Bavarian forces which, were ftjll maintain- 
ed by the king. To render thefe fuccours ef- 
fectual, the Bavarians ought to have done their 
beft to defend themfelves; but it was their fate 
> 4 to* 
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lobe always beaten by tbe Auftrians. ' They, 
defended the entrance of their country To very 
iJl, that in the beginning of April, the ele&or 
of Bavaria was obliged to quit that, fame capi- 
tal from which- his father had been (b often, 
expelled. 

This country had been ravaged to fuch a 
degree,, that it was not able to fupply forage 
to the French troops who were coming to the. 
ekctor's affirmance. The Heflians were merce- 
naries, who, though they would accept of. 
French money, did not care to fight. The 
roth of April general Braun declared to count 
Segur, commander in chief of the French, 
troops in Bavaiia, that he wouJd not go to 
meet the enemy, and that ail he could do was 
to wait for them. M. de Segur found him (II f 
deferted by the very people he was come to af- 
fift y and ,he could not rely on the Heflians,, 
who had (hewn fuch backwardnefs. 

To complete the difgrace of the French,, 
count SeckendorfF, who itiiL commanded the. 
Bavarian army,, correfponded with Auftria, 
and was negotiating a fee ret accommodation y( ' 
whereby he furrendered the houfe of Bavaria^ 
to the difcrction of the queen.of Hungary, and. 
defeated every thing that had been done by, 
France. One of' the motives of this general's 
difcontent, was that the French -had lately re- 
fufed him twenty- four thoufand German flo-. 
rins, which he (till demanded, notwithftand* 
ing the jmmenfe fums the king had remitted 
him for the payment of the Bavarian troops.. 
He had even taken the emperor Charles VI it h's 
ftl ate ir* pledge, at the time that he command- 
ed his arpiy^ and, stfter, he. m^^^ it to the 

electoral: 
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ele&oral family, he complained that they <K* 
not pay him the remainder of a Aim of money 
which was ftill due. Every body knows, that 
this man, after having been long in the fervice 
of the houfe of Auftria, was confined by the 
laft emperor of that family ; and that opon the 
death of that prince he quitted the queen of 
Hungary for the houfe of Bavaria : now hu- 
man nature is fo conftituted, that thofe who 
often change matters, are feldom heartily at- 
tached to any party. The 24th of March he 
wrote to marfhal Thoring, a Bavarian gene* 
ral, thefe very words: " The happy fuccefs 
with which they flatter themfelves upon the 
Rhine, will not fave Bavaria ; this country 
mtift be doomed to utter definition, if mean a 
be not found of faving it by fome kind of ac- 
commodation, coft what it will." 

The count de Segur and M. de Chavigni,. 
the king's plenipotentiaries in Bavaria, were 
but too well informed of his fecret defigns ; 
they plainly perceived from the motions of the 
Bavarian army, that the king's troops were to 
be left expofed in a country, where the very 
inhabitants, whom they had defended during 
the fpace of four years, were become their 
enemies. 

Things being thus unhappily fituated, count 
Segur, wbo had only fix thoufand foot and 
twelve h'unJred horfe, French and Palatines, 
was attacked by an army of twenty thoufand* 
Auflrians, within a few leagues of Donavert, 
near a little town called Pilaffenhovcn. Alt 
he had to do in this fituntion was to fave the 
king's troops, and the military cheft j for this 
end he ported his men fo wcl)> by covering 

them 
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them with a wood, and gaining an eminence, 
that they maintained a <moft unequal and moft 
oMtinate fight, without being thrown into 
difbrder. The French alone loft about two 
thftafand men, killed and wounded : the Pala- 
tines, who were lefs expofed, had very few 
killed, but one of their battalions were made 
prisoners of war. The marquis de Rupel- 
monde, major-general of the French forces, 
kept the enemy in -play a long time in the 
rear, half was killed at length with a mufket- 
b&H on the field of battle. He had only his 
aid-de-camp near him when he received the 
wound. " Let me die, faid he ; run and tell 
M. de Segur that he take care of the rear." 
We cannot too much lament the death of this 
young man, who, befides every military talent, 
was poflcfled of a philofophic turn of mind, 
and of other agreeable qualities which rendered 
his company infinitely valuable to his friends. 
He-was the only heir of a family long diftin- 
guifhed in Flanders ; the hope and confolatron 
of a mother, who for marry years had been 
the darlrng of the court of France, and who 
now only lived* for this fon, on whom file 
doated. The marquis de Cruflbl, wlio was 
entrufted with the command of the rear, and 
the chevalier de la Marck, behaved with fuch 
prudence and intrepidity, that the enemy could 
not refufe them their commendations, and 
were rewarded by the prince. * This little ar- 
my retired to Donavert in good order, with- 
out being ever broke ; and killed a great many 
more of the enemy than they themfelves had 
loft. 

All 
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All this while the -young ele&or of Bavaria 
was at Augfburg. Had. his council agreed to 
^have joined his troops to thofe which wen; only 
^fighting his battles, he might ftifl bpwe kept 
the balance' even. .The king was defending 
his caufe an all fides: marihal Maillebois, at 
the head of a hundred and one battalions, and 
fixty-two fquadrctns, with ten independent 
companies, was driving an^Auftrian army, com? 
jnanded . by. the duke of Aremberg, )>eyond the 
river Lhon, and even menaped the electorate 
of Hanover : .th[e king .of ; Pr^uffia kept prince 
Charles employed: in fhort, the king of France 
himielf was upon the point of making a moft 
powerful diverfion in Flanders. But all theie 
confiderations were (Uperfeded . by count Sec- 
kendoffTs party > th$y prevailed on the young 
ele&pr to, fign preliminaries, * by which he 
made himielf dependent on Austria ; whqle the 

Jueen of Hungary was left in pofleffion of his 
rongeft towns* Ingolftadt,. Scharding, and 
£ranau, till the copclufion of a <\e&nitivc trea- 

St; he.IQcewife promifed jhis vote at the fir$ 
( iet of election to the gffind duke^ ipd thereby 
placed over }iis own hea^r the very perftn 
whpen the prejenf conjup&tite J*ad rendered 
the moft dangerous enemy of the houfe of Ba« 
varia. The fix thoufand . Heffians who were 
in this army declared theraitlves. neuter ; but 
notwithftanding their neutrality* they .were 
difarnied at Augfburg* after which they pa&d. 
from French into Engl ith pay. The Palatines, 
were foon obliged; to embrace a neutrality.. 
This revolution, fo lucky to the cjueen of Hun- 
gary, did this fervice at lead to France, that 
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it faved her the men and the treafure of which 
(he had .been fo ravifh in favour of the hdufe 
of Bavaria, and freed her from the burden of 
mercenary troops, which generally toft a great 
deal more. than. their fervice is worth; The 
young elector's council might excufe this- 
treaty by the experience of pafly and the ap- 
prehenfion of future misfortunes : but how 1 
could they juftify a fecret: article by which the 
ejector engaged to lend troops to* theq^en of 
Hungary, *and # like the reft, to receive Eng- 
lish pay? Little did the king of Francis ex- 
pect, when he put the elector Charles Albert 
on the Imperial throne, that in two years time 
the Bavarians would ferve among his enemy's 
troops. 

While the king loft one ally, who was only, 
a burden to him, he ftill preferved another, 
who^fttf of infinite ufe. The king of Prufli* 
was the terror of the Auftrians; prince Charles, 
could hardly face him in the field. 

The refolution taken by Lewis XV. was to 
aft upon the defeafive in Germany, and upon 
the ofieniive in Flanders and Italy : and thereby 
he anfwered every purpofe. His army upoa 
the Rhine employed the Auftrians, and pre- 
vented, them from falling upon his ally the 
king of Pruffia, with too great a fuperionty of 
forces. He had already fent marihal Maillebois 
from Germany into Italy ; and the prince of 
Conti was entrufted with the management of 
the war upon the Rhine, a war of quite a dif- 
ferent nature from that which he had conduct- 
ed jn the Alps. 

The king undercook in perfon to finifh the 
couauefts, which he had interrupted the pre- 
ceding 
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ceding year. He had joft married the dauphin 
to the fecond infanta of Spain, in the month 
of February ; and this .young prince, who had 
not yet completed his fixteenth year, prepared 
to fet put the beginning of May along with 
his father. 

Before the king's departure, marihal Saie 
went to take upon him the command of the 
army in Flanders, which was to confift of m 
hundred and fix battalions and an hundred and 
£evemy-two fquadrons complete, with, fcveo* 
teen independent companies* 
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CHAP, VIL 

'Siege of Tournay. Battle of Fontenoy. 

Tiyf A R S H A L Saxe having made feveral 
*^-*' marches, which kept the enemy in faC- 
pence, and Teemed fometimes to threaten Aeth, 
and fometimes Mons, all of a fudden fate down 
before Tournay, and invefted it the 25th of 
April; while the allied army of the Englifh, 
.Auftrians, Hanoverians, and Dutch, were not 
able to prevent iiis operations. Tournay was 
the ftrongeft place of the whole barrier : the 
town and citadel were one of Vauban's mafter- 
pieces j for there was not a place of any ftrength 
in Flanders, whofe fortifications had not been 
built byXewis XIV. 

The people of Tournay were fon3 of the 
French government, not fo much becaufe their 
town is part of the antient patrimony of the 
kings of France, as out of regard to their own 
advantage : they preferred the French magni- 
ficence, which enriches a country, to the Dutch 
<ceconomy, which keeps it low. But the incli- 
nation of the Inhabitants is feldom regarded in 
fortified towns : they are no way concerned 
either in the attack or in the defence of thofe 
places : they are transferred from pne fovereign 
to another by capitulations, which are made for 
them, without afking their advice. 

In the beginning of the fiege of Tournay 
happened one of thofe events, in which the in- 
evitable fatality which determines life and death, 
appeared, as it were, in the moft confpicuous 

characters. 
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charaQers. The count de Talleyrand, colonel 
of the regiment of Normandy, had mounted 
the trenches under the orders of the duke de 
fiiron : here a cavalier * was erefled, near 
which' they had placed a caflc of gun-powder. 
Ln the night the dulce.de 8 iron laid himfek' 
down upon abear-fkin near M, de Talleyrand, 
when he recollefted that he had promifed to 
fpend part of the night with M. de Meuze: he 
refolves to go, notwithstanding that M. de 
Talleyrand did all he could to dimiade him. No 
fboner was he gone, than a foldicr trying the 
prime of his fiifil> a fprfrk fell upon the calk of 
^un -powder, and inftantly the cavalier flew up 
into the air, carrying with itM. deTalleyranjJ, 
with twenty-four foldicrs, whofe mangled limbs 
were di (per fed on every fide : part of che body 
ofM. de Talleyrand was thrown to the di ft a nee 
of above.thirty fathom. But an accident of this 
k ; ind, though never fo fatal, U confounded in 
time of war in the multitude of human calami- 
ties, which, from our being too much fur- 
rounded by them, efcap£ our attention. The 
gar ri fon of Tournay, beholding this unlucky 
accident, infulted the French, reviling ihcm 
with the rr\oft injurious language j upon which 
a few companies of grenadiers, unaMe to con- 
tain their indignation, anfwered thtm, nor by 
opprobrious fpeeches, but by leaping out of the 
tfenches, and running upon the glacis of the 
c6vert-way, though the regular approaches for 
attacking it were not yet fiuifhed : they defcend 
without order, without preparation, or ev*n 
without officers, upon the covertrway, notwith- 
' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

• A kind of high platform to plant great giint upon. ■ 

Handing 
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Handing the fire of the enemy's artillery and 
their f/nall ihot, and maintain themfelves boldly 
till che round came by, thougn exposed on every 
fide. The duice de Biron, who commanded the 
trenches, hearing of this a&ion, which the na- 
ture of the provocation and the ardour of the 
troops rendered in fome. naeafure excufable, im- : 
mediately orders gabions to be brought, makes 
epaulements, and lodges thofe brave fellows on > 
the covert- way, which they had fo refolutely 
carried. 

As toon as the ftates general were informed' 
that Tournay was in danger, they fent word to 
the commander of the troops that he muft ven- 
ture a battle to relieve the town. Not with* 
ftanding the circumfpe&icn of thofe republicans, 
they were the iirft of the allies at that time who 
took vigorous resolutions. 

The fifth of . May the enemy advanced to 
Cambron, within fevcn leagues of Tournay. 
The king fet out the 6th from Paris, with the 
dauphin; the king was attended by his aids-de- 
camp, and the dauphin bv his minions. 

I he inhabitants of Paris, who had been fo 
near lofing the king the foregoing year, felt a 
return of their pain, upon ieetnrj.both the fa- 
ther an J the fon fee out for Flanders, to expofe 
themfelves to the uncertain itiue of a battle. 
Tne Ficnch had made no entrenchments as vet 
before To urn a v in the lines of circumvaliation : 
they had.no army of obfer%'a:ion ; nor were the 
twenty battalions and forty fquadrens, which 
had been draughted from the army commanded 
by the prince of Coiui, as yet arrived. 

Bu: notwith (landing the uneaftnefs they were 
under at Paris, it muft he allowed that the king's. 

army 
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army was considerably fuperior to that of the 
allies. In feveral printed relations, it is faid to 
have been weaker. Historical exa&nefs ob- 
liges me to acknowledge that it was ftronger by 
fixty battalions and eighty-two fquadrons ; for 
the French had a hundred and fix battalions, 
reckoning the militia, and a hundred and fe- 
venty-two fquadrons*} whereas the allies had 
only forty-fix battalions and ninety fquadrons. 

True it is, that the day of the engagement 
the French did not avail themfelves intirely of 
this advantage. Part of the. troops were not yet 
arrived ; there was aifo a neceffity for leaving 
fome to guard the trenches of Tournay, and for 
the bridges of communication : but /till the fu- 
perior ity of numbers were certainly on the fide 
of France. And it is not lefs true, that this 
advantage was not of any confcquence in fo. 
confined a ground as that of the field of battle j 
hefides, it happens very feldom that victory is' 
owing to numbers. The chief ftrength of the' 
enemy's army confided in twenty battalions 
and twenty-fix fquadrons of Englifh, under the 
young duke of Cumberland, who, in company 
. with the king his father, had gained the battle 
of Detlingen. The Engliih were joined by 
five battalions and fixteen fquadrons of Hano- 
verian troops. The prince of Waldeck, of 
the fame age very near as the duke of Cumber- 
land, like him full of ardour, and impatient to 
fignalize himfelf, was at the head of the Dutch 
forces, confiding of forty fquadrons and twenty* 
fix battalions. In this army the Auftrians had 
only eight fquadrons : the allies were fighting 
their caufe in Flanders, a country that has been 
long defended by the arms and treafure of Eng- 
5 land 
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laAd and Holland. But at the head of this 
fmall number of Auftrians was old general Ko- 
nigfeg, who had commanded againit the Turk? 
in Hungary, and againft the French in Italy 
arid in Germany : it was intended' that his 
years and experience ihould be a check to the 
youthful ardour of the duke of Cumberland, 
arid of prince Waldeck. The whole allied 
army was upwards of fifty thoufand combat* 
ants. 

The king left about eighteen thoufand men 
before Tournay, who were polled at gradual 
distances from the field of battle, befides fix 
thoufand to guard the bridges on the Scheld, 
arid the communications. The army was com- 
manded by a general, in whom they had the 
greateft confidence. Count Saxe had made the 
art of war his conftant ftudy, even in time of 
peace : befides a profound theory, he had great 
practical knowlege : in fhort, vigilance, fecrefy, 
the art of knowing properly when to poftpone, 
arid when to execute a project, to fee things at 
ode glance, prefence of mind and forefight, 
were abilities allowed him by the confent of all 
military people. But at that time this general 
was wafting away with a lingering diforder, 
and alinoft at death's door, when he left Paris. 
The author of thefe memofrs happening to 
meet him before he fet out for Flanders, could 
not forbear afking him, how he could think of 
taking the field in that feeble condition ? the 
marihal anfwered : " It is not time now to think 
of living, but of departing." 

The 6th of May the king arrived at Douay : 
juft as he was going to bed, he received a cou- 
rier from the our Owl, who informed him that 

L the 
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the enemy's army was approaching, and that 
they fhould be quickly in fight of each other. 
" Gentlemen," laid the king to his aid- de- 
camps and to his officers, " there (hall be no 
time J oft ; I fet out to-morrow morning at five 
o'clock ; but do not difturb the dauphin." 

The next day the king arrived at Pont-a- 
Chin near the Scheldt within reach of the 
trenches of Tournay. The dauphin, whp had 
been apprized, was there in time, and attended 
tjie king, when he went to reconnoitre the 
ground defigned for the field of battle. The 
whole army, upon feeing the king^and the dau- 
phin, made the air refcund with acclamations 
of- joy. The enemy fpent the ioth and the 
night of the nth in making their laft difpofi- 
tions. Never did the king exprefs greater 
chearfulnefs than the evening before the en- 
gagement. The converfation turned upon the 
battles at which the kings of France had been 
prefent: the king faid, that fincethe battle of 
Poitiers, there had not been any king of France 
who had his fan with him in an engagement ; 
That none of them had ever gained. a fignal vic- 
tory over the Englifh j and he hoped to be the 
firft. . - . 

The day the battle was fought, he waked 
the firft : a: four o'clock he himfelf awakened 
couqt d'Argenfon, fecretary at war, wfeo that 
very inftant fent to marshal Saxe to know his 
.laft orders. They found the marftial in a 
wicker vehicle, which ferved him as a bed ; he 
was carried about in it, when his ftrength came 
to: be fo exhaufted as he could no longer ride 
on horfeback. ' The king and the dauphin ha<£ 
aJready paffed the_ bridge of Caloane. The 

* marfljal 
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marfhal told the officer fent by count d'Argen- 
fon, that the king's guards muft come forward, 
for he had fixed their poft in the referve with 
the carabineers, as a fure refource. This was 
a new method of porting troops, whom the 
enemy confider as the flower of an army. But 
he added, that the guards fhould not be ordered 
to advance^ till the king and the dauphin had 
repaired the bridge. The marfhal, as a fo- 
reigner, was very fenfible how much lefs it be- 
came him than any other general, to expofe 
two fucri precious lives to the uncertain iflue 
of a battle. The officer, to whom he had 
made thefe anfwers, was loth to repeat them to 
the king ; but this prince, apprized of the mar- 
ihal's directions, fa id, " Let my guards ad- 
vance this very moment ; for I will hot repafs 
the bridge." Soon after he went and took 
poft beyond the place called The Juftice of our 
Lady in the If'ood. For his guard he would have 
only a fquadron of an hundred and twenty men 
of the company of Charot, one gendarm, a 
light-horfe-man, and a mufketeer. Marfhal 
Noailles kept near his majefty, as did alfo the , 
count d'Argcnfon ; the aid-de-camps were the 
fame as the preceding year. The duke deVil- 
leroi was alio about his perfon, as captain of 
the guards ; and the dauphin had his attendants 
near him. 

The king and the dauphin's retinue, which 
compofed a numerous troop, were followed by 
a multitude of perfons of all ranks, whom cu- 
riolity had brought to this place, fome of 
whom were mounted even on the tops of trees, 
to beheld the fpe&acle of a bloody engage* 

{neat* 
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The afHftance of engraving is abfolufel jr ne- 
ceflary to a perfon that has a mind to form to 
Jiimfeif a clear and di ft in 61 image of this adion. 
The antien(s, who were ftrangers to this arc, 
could leave us but imperfect notions of the fili- 
ation and motion of their armies ; but to have 
an adequate knowlege of fuch a day, requires 
(refearches ftill more difficult. No one officer 
can fee every thing ; a great many behold with 
eyes of prepofleffion, and there are fome that 
are very fhort-fighted. There is a good dtfal in 
having confulted the papers of the war-office, 
and efpecially in getting inftruclicm from the 
generals and the aid-cje-camps ; but it is requi- 
site moreover to fpeak to the commanding offi- 
cers of the different corps, and to compare 
their relations, in order to mention only thofe 
fads in which they agree. 

All thefe precautions have I taken for the 
obtaining a thorough information of the detail 
of a battle, of which even the leaft particulars 
jnuft be intere fling to the whole nation*. Cart- 
ing an eye upon the plan, you may perceive at 
one glance the difpofition of the two armies* 
You will fee Antoin pretty near the Scheld, 
within nine hundred fathom of the bridge of 
Calonne, .the way that the king and the dau- 

* Notwithstanding M. Voltaire's boafted accuracy in the 
relation of (hit battle, it appears on further information 
that he ia muiaken in many eflential particulars. The 
4ifappointment of the allies was entirely owing to the 
failure of the left wing in the attack on the village of Fontc- 
*oy, and the cavalry's forbearing to advance to the fupport 
of the infantry j who, by the way, never formed tbemJeim 
into that imaginary column deferibed by the French writer, 
with no other view probably than to taraiih the honour 
*fmarflulSaxe, and compliment the rival French officers. 

phi a 
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pfcin came. The village of Fontenoy is within 
eight hundred fathom of Antoin ; from thence* 
drawing towards the north, is a piece of ground 
lour hundred and fifty fathom bjoad, betwixt 
the woods of Barri and of Fontcnoy. In thi* 
plan you fee the difpofitionsof thebiigadcs, the 
generals that commanded them, with what arc 
they prepared againft the efforts of the enemy 
near the Scheld and* Antoin, betwixt Antoin 
and Fontcnoy, in thofe villages lined with 
troops and artillery, on the ground which fe- 
parates Fontenoy from the woods of Barri, and 
finally on the left towards Remecroix, where 
the enemy might advance by making the com- 
pafs of the woods. 

The general had made difpofuions both for a 
vi&ory and. a defeat. The bridge of Calonne 
lined with cannon, ftrengthened with entrench* 
ments, and defended by a battalion of guards, 
another of Swifs, and three of militia, was to 
facilitate the retreat of the king and of the dau- 
phin, in cafe of any unlucky accident. The re- 
mainder of the army was to have filed off at the 
lame time oyer the other bridges on the Lower 
Scheld in the neighbourhood of Tpurnay. 

Notwithstanding all thefe meafures, fo well 
concerted as to fupport each other without the 
leaft clafhing, there happened one miftake* 
which, had it not been re&ified, might have 
occafioned the lofs of the day. The evening 
preceding the battle, it was told the general), 
that there was a hollow way, deep and impafla- 
ble, which extended, without difcontinuance, 
from Antoin to Fontenoi, and would fecure the 
army on that fide. Weak as he was, he recon- 
noitred a part of this hollow way hirpfelf \ and 

L 3 * they 
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they affined him that the remainder was dill 
snore inacceflible. He made his difpofitions ac- 
cordingly ; but this ground which was very 
deep near Fonjtenoy and Antoin, was quite le- 

s vel betwixt thofe two villages. This circum- 
ftance, fo trivial in other cafes, was hereof the 
vitmolt confequonce ; for the army mi£ht have 
been taken in flank. Tbemarfhal having been 
better informed by the quarter-mafter, M. de 
Cremille, caufed three redoubts to be haftily 
ere&ed in this fame fpot betwixt the villages* 
Marshal Noailles dire&ed the works in the 
nighty and joined Fontenoi to the firft redoubt 
by a redan ©f earth $ the three redoubts were 
-furnifhed with three batteries of cannon, one 
of eight pieces^ the other two of four* they 
were called the redoubts of Bettens, from being 
defended by the Swifs regiment of Bettens, 
with that of Dkfbach. Befide thefe precau* 

. , lions, they feftd iikewife planted fix fixteen- 
pounders on this fide the Scheld, to gall thd 
. troops that fhould attack the village of Antoia. 
*" We inuft particularly ohfervethat there was 
a piece of ground of about four hundred and 
fifty fathom, which had a gentle accent betwixt 
the woods of Barri and Fontenoy. As the 
enemy might penetrate this way, the general 
took care to erect at the verge of the woods of 
Barri, a ftrong redoubt, where die guns were 
fixed in embrasures ; here the marquis de 
Chambona commanded a battalion of the regi- 
ment of Eu. The cannon of this redoubt, 
with thofe .which were planted to the left-fide 
of Fbntenot, formed a crofs-fire fuffictent, one 
would imagine, to flop the efforts of the moft 
intrepid enemy. 

Had 
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Had the Englifli attempted to pafs through 
the wood of Barri, they would have met with 
another redoubt furniflied with cannon ; if they 
made a greater circuit, they had entrenchments 
to force, and muft have been expofed to the fire 
of two batteries on the high road leading to 
Leuze. Thus did marfhal Saxe make the moil 
advantage of the ground on every fide. 

With refpeft to the pofition of the troops, 
beginning from the bridge of Vaux, which af- 
ter the battle was called the bridge of Calonne, 
there was no one part left naked. The count 
de la March and de Lorges were entrufled with 
the poft of Antoin ; where were fix battalions 
of Piedmont and Biron, with fix cannon at 
the head of thofe regiments. 

The marquis de Crillon was pofted with his 
regiment hard by the redoubt neareft Antoin ; 
on the left he had dragoons Jo fupport him. 

The village of Fontenoy was committed to 
the care of the count de la Vauguion, who 
had under him the fon of the marquis de 
Metize-Choifettl with the regiment of Dau- 
phm, of which this young man, who is fince 
dead, was colonel. The duke de Biron, lieu- 
tenant-general, was at the head of the king's 
regiment, which he then commanded, clofe to 
the village of Fontenoy. On his left was the 
vifcount d'Aubeterre, and the regiment of his 
name. 

Very near upon the fame line the general 
had placed ftfur battalions of French guards, 
two of Swifs, and the regiment of Courtin on 
the ground extending from Fdmenoy to the 
wood of Barri. 1 

L 4 About 
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About two hundred fathom behind them 
were fifty-two fquadrons of horfe : the duke 
d'Harcourt, the count d'Eftrees, and the count 
de Penthievre, were lieutenant-generals of this 
firft line. M. de Clermont-Gallerande, du 
Ctieila, and d'Apcher, commanded the fecond; 
and between thefe lines of cavalry, In the morn- 
ing the general placed the regiments of la Cou- 
ronne, Hainault, SoifTons, and Royal. 

On the left was the Irifh brigade, under the 
command of my lord Clare, in a little plain of 
about one hundred paces. Further on was the 
regiment ofVaiffeaux, of which the marquis 
de Guerchi was then colonel: betwixt thefe 
brigades were M% de Clermonjt-Tonnerre, and 
the prince de Pons* of the houfe of Lorrain, 
at the head of the brigade of cavalry of Royal- 
Rouflillon. 

The king's houfhold and the carabineers were 
in the corps de referve. This was a new me- 
thod pra&ifed by marfhal Saxe, and recom- 
mended by the chevalier Folard, ta fecrete 
from the enemy's view thofe troops which are 
mod famed for bravery, againft whom they ge- 
nerally dire& the flower of their forces. 

Thefe difpofitions being all made, or upon 
the point of being made, they waited in filence 
for the break of day. At four in the morning 
marfhal Saxe, attended by his aid-de-camps, 
and by the principal officers, went to vifit all 
the pofts. The Dutch, who were already 
forming, kept continually firing at thefe of- 
ficers ; which the marfhal perceiving, faid, 
" Gentlemen^ there will be ufe for your livQs 
to-day :" he made them difmount, and walked 
a long time through this hollow- way, of 

which 
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which we have already made mention. The, 
fatigue exhaufted his ftrength and increafed his 
illnefs ; finding himfelf grow weaker, he got 
into his wicker vehicle again, where he retted 
for feme little time. At break of day count 
d'Argenfon went to fee whether the artillery of 
the redoubts and villages was in good order, 
and whether the field pieces were all arrived. 
They were to have a hundred pieces of can- 
non, and they had only fixty. Here the pre- 
fence and directions of the minifter were ne- 
ceflary : he gave orders for them to bring the; 
forty pieces that were wanting ; but in the tit- 
mult and hurry, almoft unavoidable on fuel* 
•an occafion, they forgot to bring the number 
of balls which fuch artillery required. The. 
field-pieces were four-pounders, and drawn by 
foldiers ; the cannon in the villages and re- 
doubts, as alfo thofe planted on this fide the. 
Scheld again ft the Dutch, were from four to 
fixteen-pounders, Two battalions belonging 
to the ordnance were diftributed in Antoin, 
Fontenoy, ajid the rcdoubt6, under the direc- 
tion of M. Brocard, lieutenant-general of the 
artillery. 
The enemy had eighty-one cannon, and 
, eight mortars. Their field pieces were three- 
pounders ; they were what we ufcd formerly to 
caW fauconets \ their length is about four feet 
and a half, their ordinary charge is two pounds 
of powder, and they carry two hundred and 
fifty fathom at full (hot. There were fome 
that carried only balls of a pound and a half. 
The cannonading began on both fides : mar-* 
ihal Saxe told marflial Noailles, that here the 
enemy would flop ; he fuppofed them to have 

" L5 formed 
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formed a deeper defign than they really had, 
imagining they would do juft what he would 
have done in their place, that they would keep 
the French army -in awe, and in continual 
alarm ; by which means they might retard, 
and perhaps abfblutely prevent the taking of 
Tourrtay. And indeed they were pofted in 
fuch a manner that tbey could not be attacked 
With advantage; while at the fame time tbey 
had it in their power conftantly to harrafs the 
befieging army. This was the opinion of the 
old general Konigfeg : but the duke of Cum- 
berland's courage was too warm, and the con- 
fidence of the Englifh too great, to liftcn to 
advice. At the time they began to cannonade, 
maffhal Noailles was near to Fontenoy, and 
gave an account to marfhal Saxe of the work 
he had done the beginning of the night, in 
caufing the village of Fontenoy to be joined 
to the firft of tbe three redoubts betwixt that 
village and Antoin : he a&ed here as M. de 
Saxe's firft aid -de-camp, thus facrificing the 
jealoufy of command to the good of die ftate, 
and forgetting his own rank to field the pre- 
cedency to a general who was not only a fo- 
reigner, but younger in commiffion than him- 
felf. Marfhal Saxe was perfectly fenfible of tbe 
real value of this magnanimity; and never was 
there fo perfe& a harmony betwixt two men, 
who from the ordinary weaknefs of the human 
heart, fhould naturally have been at variance. 

At this very moment the duke of Granimont 
came up, when marfhal Noailles faid to him, 
« c Nephew, we ihould embrace one another on 
the day of battle ; perhaps we fhall not fee one 
another again." Accordingly they embraced 

S QRt 
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one another moft tenderly ; and then marihsl 
Notilles went to give his majefty an account of 
the feveral pofts which he had.vifited. 

The duke of Grammont met count Lowen- 
dahl, who advanced with him within a very 
little diftance of the firft redoubt of the wood 
of BamY oppofite to an Engiifh battery ; here 
a cannon-ball of three pound weight ftruck the 
duke of Gra.mmont's horfe, and covered count 
Lowendahl with blood ; a piece of flefti which 
flew off with the fhot, fell into his boot: " Have 
a care, fays he to the duke of Grammont, your 
horfe is killed." " And I myfelf," anfwered 
the duke. The upper part of his thigh was 
fhattered by the ball, and he was carried off the 
field. When M. de Peyronie met him upon the 
road to Fontenoy, he was dead. The furgeon 
made a report of it to the king, who cried out 
with concern : " Ah ! we {hall lofe a great 
many more to-day." 

The cannonading continued on both fides till 
eight in the morning with great vivacity, with- 
out the enemy's feeming to have formed any 
fettled plan. Towards feven, the Engiifh en- 
compafled the whole ground of the village of 
Fontenoy, and attacked it on every fide. They 
flung bombs into it, one of which fell juft be- . 
fore maiflial Saxe, who was then fpeaking to 
count Lowendahl. 

The Dutch afterwards advanced towards An* 
toin, and the two attacks were equally well 
Supported. The count de Vauguion, who com- 
manded in Fontenoy, with the young count de 
Meuze under him, conftantly repulfed the Eng- 
MQi. He had made entrenchments in the vil- 
lage, and enjoined the regiment of Dauphin 

L 6 not 
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not to fire but according trthis orders. He 
well obeyed; for the foldrcrs did not fire till 
they were almoft muzzle to muzzle, and Aire 
of thefr mark ; at each difcbarge they made the 
air refound with Vive U Roi. The count de la 
Marck, with the count de Lorges, fn Antoin> 
employed the Dutch, both- horfe and foot. The 
marquis de Chambonas alfo repul fed the enemy 
in the feveral attacks of the redoubt of Eir. 
The Englifh prefented themfelves thrice before 
Fontehoy, and the Dutch twice before Antoin. 
At their fecond attack almoft a whole Dutch 
fquadron was fwept away by the cannon of 
Antoin, and only fifteen left j from that time 
the Dutch continued to a& but very faintly, 
and at a diftance. 

The king was at that time with the dauphin* 
near the Juflice of our Lady in the TVoodj againft 
which theEnghfh played very brifldy with their 
cannon. Even the fmall mufket-fhot reached 
thus far ; a domeftic of count d'Argenfon being 
wounded on the forehead by a muflcet-ball, a 
good diftance behind the king. 

From this pofition, which was equally diftant 
from the feveral corps, the king obferved every 
thing with great attention. He was the firft 
who perceived, that as the enemy attacked An- 
toin and Fontenoy, and feemed to bend their 
whole ftrength on that fide, it would be of no 
ufe to leave the regiments of Normandy, Au- 
vergne, and Tourraine towards Ramecroix : he 
therefore caufed Normandy to advance near the 
Irifti, and put Auvergne and Tourraine farther 
behind. But he did not change this difpoikion 
till be had aflced the general's advice, entirely 
felicitous about the luccefs of the day, neves 

prefuming 
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pre&ming on his own opinion, and declaring 
that be was come to the army ordyfor his own, 
and for his fan's ihftrudioh. 
. Then he advanced towards the. fide of An- 
toin, at the very time that the Dutch were 
moving forward to make their feoond attack : 
the cannon-balls felt round him and the daui- 
phin 5 and. an officer/named M. d'Arbaud, - af- 
terwards colonel, was covered with dirt from 
the rebounding of a hall. The French have 
the character of gaiety, even in. the midft of 
danger : the king and thofe about him, finding 
themfelves daubed with the dirt thrown up by 
this (hot, fell a-laughing : the king made them 
pick up the balls, and faid to M. de Chabrier, 
major of artillery, " Send thefe balls back to 
the enemy ; I will have nothing belonging to 
them/' He afterwards returned to his former 
poft, and with furprize obferved, that mod of 
the balls that were then fired towards the woods 
of Barri, from the Englifh battery, fell upon 
the regiment of Royal-Rouflillon, which did 
not make the leaft movement, whereby he 
could form any remark either upon its danger 
or its lofles. 

The enemy's attack, till ten or eleven o'clock, 
was no more than what marfhalSaxe had fore- 
feen. They kept firing, to no manner of pur- 
pofe, upon the villages and the redoubts. To- 
wards ten the duke of Cumberland took the 
refolution of forcing his way betwixt the re T 
doubt of the woods of Barri -and Fontenoy. In 
this attempt he had a deep hollow way to pafs, 
expofed to the cannon of the redoubt, and on 
the other fide of the hollow way he had the 
French army to fight. The enterprize feemed 

temerarious. 
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temerarious. The duke took this refdution 
only becaufe an officer, wbofe name was In- 
goldfby, whom he commanded to attack the 
redoubt of Eu, did not execute his orders *. 
Had he made himfelf mailer of that redoubt* 
he might have eafily, and without lofs, brought 
-his whole army forward, protected even by the 
cannon of the redoubt, which he would have 
turned againft the French. But, notwithftand- 
ing this dtfappointmcnt, the Englifh advanced 
through the hollow way. They paffed it al- 
moft without disordering their ranks, dragging 
their cannon through the bye ways; they formed 
upon three lines pretty clofe, each of them 
four deep, advancing betwixt the batteries of 
cannon, which galled them moft terribly, the 
ground not above four hundred fathom in 
breadth. Whole ranks dropped down to the 
right and left ; but they were inftantly filled 
up ; and the cannon, which they brought up 
again ft Fontenoy and the redoubts* anfwered 
the French artillery. Thus they marched 
boldly on, preceded by fix field pieces, with fix 
more in the middle of their lines. 

Oppofite to them were four battalions* of 
French guards, with two battalions of Swifs. 
guards at their left, the regiment of Courten to 
their right, next to them the regiment of Au- 
beterre, and farther on the king's regiment* 
which lined Fontenoy the length of the hollow ' 
way. 

From that part where the French guards- 
were pofted, to where the' Englifh were form- 
ing, was a rifing ground. 
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The officers of the French guard* faid to one 
another, " We muft go and take the Engiifh 
cannon. 9 * Accordingly they aicended foon to 
the top with their grenadiers ; but when they 
got there, how great was their furprize to find 
a whole army before them I The enemy's can* 
non and fmall {hot brought very near fixty of 
them to the ground, and the remainder were 
obliged to return to their ranks. 

in the mean time the Engiifh advanced, and 
this line of infantry, compofed of the French 
and Swifs guards, and of Gourten, having upon 
their right the regiment of Aubeterre, and a 
battalion of the king's, drew near the enemy : 
the regiment of Engiifh guards was at the dis- 
tance of fifty paces ; Campbell's and the Royal 
Scotch were the firft ; Mr. Campbell was their 
Jieutenant~general ; lord Albemarle their major- 
general ; and Mr. Churchill, a natural fon of 
the famous duke of Marlborough, their briga- 
dier. The Engiifh officers faluted the French 
by taking off their hats. The count de Cha* 
bannes and the duke de Biron advanced for- 
ward, and returned the compliment. Lord 
Charles Hay # , captain/ of the Engiifh guards, 
cried out, " Gentlemen of the French guards, 
give fire." 

The count d'Antrocbe, then lieutenant, and 
fince captain of grenadiers, anfwered with a 
loud voice, " Gentlemen, we never fire firft ; 
do you begin." Then lord Charles, turning 
about to his men, gave the word of command, 
in Engiifh, to fire ! The Engiifh made a run- 

• This nobleman's words were thefe t Scuvenir nmt 
V of aire it Dmingtn* " Remember the affair of Dcttingcn." 
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ning fire ; that is, they fired in platoons, in 
this manner, that when the front of a battalion, 
four deep, had fired, another battalion made 
its difcharge, and then a third, while the firft 
were loading again. The line of French in- 
fantry did not fire ; it was fingle, ^nd four 
deep, the ranks pretty diftant,. and not at all 
iupported by any other body of infantry : it 
was impoffible but their eyes muft have been 
furprized at the depth of the EngUfli corps, 
<and their ears ftunned with the continual fire. 
Nineteen officers of. the guards were wounded 
at this firft difcharge ; Meffieurs de Cliflbn, de 
Langey, and de la Peyrcre, loft their lives ; 
ninety-five foldiers were tilled upon the fpot ; 
two hundred and eighty-five were wounded ; 
eleven Swifs officers were wounded ; as alfo one 
hundred and forty-five of their common men, 
and fixty-four were killed j colonel de Courten, 

<■ his lieutenant- colonel, four officers, and feventy- 
five foldiers dropped down dead ; fourteen offi- 

• cers, and twoJiundred foldiers, were dangeroufly 
-wounded. The firft rank being thus fwept 
away, the other three looked behind them, 
and, feeing only fome cavalry at the diftanceof 
above three hundred fathom, they difperfed. 
The duke of Grammonf, their colonel and firft 
lieutenant-general, whofe prefehce would have 
encouraged them, was dead ; and M. de LuN 
taux, fecond lieutenant-general, did not come 
up till they were routed. The Engltfh, in the 
mean time, advanced gradually, as if they were 
performing their exercife: one might fee the 
majors holding their canes upon the foldiers 

. muflcets, to make them fire low and ftraight ! 
Thus the Englifb pierced bcygnd Fonteqop 

and 
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and the redoubt. This corps, which before 
was drawn up in three lines *, being now 
ftraitened by the nature of the ground, became 
a long folid column, un&akerf from its weight, 
and full more fo from its courage. It advanced 
towards the regiment of Aubeterre : at the 
news of this danger M. de Luttaux made all 
hafte from Fontenoy, where he had been dan- 
gerouQy wounded. His aid-de-camp begged 
of him to ftay to have his wound drefled. 
" The king's fer vice," anfwered M. de Lut- 
taux, " is dearer to me than my life." He ad- 
vanced with the duke de Biron at the head of 
the regiment of Aubeterre, led by the colonel 
of that name % but, on coming up, he received 
two mortal, wounds ; at the fame difcharge M. 
de Biron had a horfe killed under him ; a hun- 
dred foldiers of Aubeterre were killed, and two 
hundred wounded. The duke de Biron, with 
the king's regiment under his command, ftops 
the march of the column on its left flank; 
upon which the regiment of Eng1i(h guards, 
detaching itfelf from the reft, advances fome 
paces .towards him, kills three of his captains, 
wounds fifteen others, and twelve lieutenants ; 
at the fame time two hundred and fixty-fix fol-r 
diers were killed, and feventy-nine wounded. 
The regiment de la Couronne, perceiving itfelf 
placed a little behind the king's, prefents itfelf 
to the Englifh column ; but its colonel the 
duke d'Havre, the lieutenant-colonel, all the 
ftaff-officers, and, in (hort, thirty- feven officers 
are wounded fo as to be obliged to quit the 

• In the foregoing page he fays it was drawn op four 
deep, which was not the cafe; and as for this column, there 
was ao/ncb manoeuvre. 

field; 
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field ; and the firft rank of the foldiers, to the 
number of two hundred and fixty, entirely 
overthrown. 

The regiment of Soiflbnnois, advancing after 
la Couronne,- had fourteen officers wounded, 
and loft a hundred and thirty foldiers. 

The regiment of Royal, which was then 
with la Couronne, loft more than any other 
corps at thefe difcharges : fix of its officers, one 
hundred and thirty-fix foldiers were killed; 
thirty-two officers, and five hundred and nine 
foldiers, were wounded. 

It was probable that the Englifh, who were 
advancing towards the king's regiment, might 
attack Fontenoy in reverfe, while they were 
cannonading it on the "other fide, and then the 
battle would have been inevitably toft. The 
duke de' Biron, having placed fortie grenadier* 
in the hollow way which lined Fontenoy, ml* 
lied his regiment, and made a brifk difeharge 
upon the Englifh, which obliged them to halt.. 
One might fee the king's regiment, with thofe 
bf la Couronne and 1 Aubeterre, entrenched be* 
hind the heaps of their comrades, who were 
either killed or bounded. In the mean time 
two battalions of French and Swifs guards were 
filing off, by different roads, acrofs the lines of 
cavalry, which were above two hundred fathom 
behind them. The officers, who rallied them* 
hiet M. de Lutteaux, firft lieutenant-general 
bf the army, who was returning^ betwixt An- 
toin and Fontenoi, " Ah, gentlemen, fkid 
he, do not rail v me $ I am wounded, and ob- 
liged to retire. He died, fome time after, in 
unfpeakable torments : before he retired, he 
faid to the foldiers he met belonging to the re* 

gimcnt 
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giment of guards, " My friends, go and join 

your comrades that are guarding the bridge of 
Calonne." Others hurried though a little bot- 
tom, which goes from Barri to Our Lady in the 
fVoad 9 up to the very place where the king had 
taken pod, oppofite the Wood of Barri, near 

- la Juftice. Their grenadiers, and the remain*- 
der of the two battalions, rallied under the 
count de Chabannes towards the redoubt of. 
Eu, and there ftood firm with M. de la Sonne, 

. who formed it into one battalion, of which "be 

.took the command, becauie, though young, he 
was the oldeft captain, the reft having been ei- 

:ther killed or wounded. 

The Englifh column kept firm and clofe, and 
W33 continually joining ground. Marfhal Saxe 
with all the coolnefs imaginable, feeing how 
dubms the affair was, fent word to the king 
by the marquis de Meuze, that he begged of 

, htm to repafs the bridge along with the Dau- 

•phin, and he would do all he could to repair 
the diforder. " Oh ! I am. very fore lie will 
do what is proper," anfwered the king ; " but 

- 1 will flay wherej am." This prince was every 
moment fending his aid- de-camps from brigade 
to brigade, and Jrora paft to poft. Each fet 

• out with two pages of the ftables, whom be 
lent back fitccemVely to the king, and after- 
wards returned to give an account himfelf. The 

.order of battle was no longer the fame it had 
been ia the beginning: of. the firft line of ca- 
valry not above the one half was left. The 
divtfion of count d'Eftrees was near Antoin, 
under the duke of Harcourt, -.making head with 
its dragoons and with Crillon againft the Dutch, 
who, it was. apprehended, might penetrate on 

that 
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that iide, while the Englifh on the other were 
beginning to be vidorious : the other half of 
this firft line, which was naturally the duke of 
Harcourt's divifion, remained under the com- 
mand of the count d'Eftrees. This line vigo- 
roufly attacked the Englifh* M. de Fieone Jed 
his regiment, M. de Ccrnay the Croats, the 
duke of Fitz- James the regiment called after 
his name ; but little did the efforts of this ca- 
valry avail againft a folid body of infantry, fo 
compact, fo well difciplined,. and fo intrepid 9 
whofe running fire, regularly fupported, muft 
of courfe difperfe all thofe fmail detached bo- 
dies, which fucceffively prefented therofelvesi : 
befides, it is a known thing, that cavalry alone 
can very feldom make any impreffion upon a 
clofe and compact infantry. Marfhal Saxe was 
in the midft of this fire : his illnefs not permit- 
ting him to wear a cuirafs, he had a kind of 
buckler made of feveral folds of ftitched taffety, 
which he carried on his faddle bow : he put on. 
his buckler, and rode up with full fpeed to give 
diredions for the fecond line of cavalry to ad- 
vance againft the column. The count de No- 
ailles marched diredly with his brigade, com- 
posed of the regiment of hi& name, of which 
the eldeft of the family is always colonel ; the 
only privilege of the kind in Frarice, and granted 
to the firft marfhal of the name of Noailles, 
who raifed this regiment at his own expence. 
The regiment belonging to the duke de Pen- 
thievre made alfo a part of this brigade. The 
count de Noai lies fell on with great bravery; 
the marquis de Vignecourt, captain in this re- 
giment* the worthy defcendant of a family 
which has given three grand . mafters to the 

order 
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•order of Malta, rufhes with h!s fquadron to 
attack this column in flanlc ; but the fquadron 
was cut in pieces in the midft of the enemy's 
ranks, except fourteen troopers, who forced 
their way through with M. de Vignecourt. An 
Englifh foldier drove his bayonet with fuch vi- 
olence into this officer's teg, quite through the 
boot; that he was obliged to leave both bayonet 
and fufil : the horfe, having received feveral 
-wounds, ran away with his matter ; while the 
but-end of the mufket, trailing on the ground, 
widened and tore the wound, of which the 
captain died a little while after. Out of four* 
teen troopers, wjio had broke through the co- 
lumn, fix remained, who were foon made pri- 
soners ; but the Englifh fent them back the 
next day, out of regard to their bravery. 

The count d'Argenfon, fon of the fecretary 
at war, charged the enemy with his regiment 
of Berri, at the fame time that the regiment of 
Fiennes was alfo advancing. He came on to 
the attack three times at the head of a fingle 
fquadron ; and, upon a falfe report, his father 
thought him killed. The count de Brfenne, 
the chevalier de Brancas, the marquis de Cha- 
brillant headed and rallied their troops ; but all 
thefe corps were repulfed one after the other. 
The count de Clermont-Tonnere, mafter de 
camp of the cavalry, the count d'Eftrees, and 
the marqui6 de Croiffi, were every-where : 
all the general-officers were continually riding 
from brigade to brigade. The regiments of zi\z 
colonel- general, and Fiennes, with the Croats 
fuffered greatly ; that of prince Clermont was 
ft ill more roughly handled, twenty* two of their 
officers having been wounded, and of the Croats 

twelve. 
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twelve. All the ftaff-officers were in motion : 
M. de Vaudreuil, major-general of the army, 
rode every minute from right to left. M. de 
Puifegur, Meffieurs de Saipt Sauveur, de Saint 
Georges, de Mezieres, aid-quarter-mafters, 
were all. wounded. The count de Longaunai, 
aid- major- general, received a wound, of which 
he died a few days after. It was in thefe at- 
tacks that the chevalier d'Apcher, a lieutenant* 
general, (whofe name is pronounced (TAchi) 
had his foot fhattered by a ball. Towards the 
end of the battle he came to give an account to 
the king, and. (poke a long while to his maje- 
fly without exprefling the leaft fign of pain, 
till at length the violence of the anguifh ob- 
liged him to retire. 

The mere the Englifh column advanced the 
deeper it became, and of courfe the better able 
to repair the continual lofles which it muft have 
fuftained from fo many repeated attacks. It 
ftill marched on, clofe and compad, over the 
bodies of the dead and wounded on both fides, 
feeming to form one fmgle corps of about fix- 
teen thoufand men, though it was then in three 
divifions. 

A great number of troopers were driven back 
in dilbrder as far as the very place where the 
king was ported with his fon ; fo that thefe two 
princes were feparated by the croud that came 
tumbling upon them. The king dd not change 
colour ; he was concerned, but {hewed neither 
anger- nor inquietude. Happening to obferve 
about two hundred troopers . fcattered behind 
him towards Our Lady of the PT*od> he fatd to a 
light-horfeman, " Go and rally thofe men in 
my name, and bring them back." The light- 
horfeman 
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bprfeman gallopped, and led them back againft 
the enemy. This, man, whofe name was de 
Jouy, did not imagine he had done any great 
feat; the minifter enquired after him a long 
while, to reward him, before he could be 
found. During this diforder the brigades of 
the life-guards, who were in referve, advanced 
of themfelves againft the enemy. x Here the 
•chevaliers de Suze and de Saumery were mor- 
tally wounded. Four fquadrons of gendarmes 
arrived at this very inftant from Douay, and, 
notwithstanding the fatigue of a march of feven 
leagues, they immediately engaged the enemy : 
but all thefe corps were received like the reft, 
with the fame intrepidity, and the fame run- 
ning fire. The young count de Chevrier, a 
Guidon, was killed ; and it happened to be the 
very fame day that he was admitted into his 
troop. The chevalier de Monaco, fon of the 
duke de Valentinois, had his leg pierced thro'. 
M. de Guefclin received a wound on the foot. 
The carabineers charged the enemy ; but had 
iyc officers killed, and one and twenty wound- 
ed. All thefe attacks were made without any 
preparation or agreement, and are what we call 
irregular charges, in which the greateft bra- 
very can avail nothing againft difcipline and 
order. 

Marfhal Saxe, though extremely weakened 
with the fatigue, continued ftilL on horfeback, 
riding gently in the midft of the fire : he paffed- 
clofe under the front of the Englifh column, 
to obferve every thing that pafled towards the 
left, ne4r the wood of Barri. There they were 
going on in the very fame manner as towards 
the right ; endeavouring, but in vain, to throw 

the 
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the column into diforder. -The French regi- 
riients prefented themfelves one after the other ; 
while the Englifh, facing about on every fide, 
properly difpofing their cannon, and always 6r- 
ihg in divifions, kept up this running and'eon- 
ftant fire when they were attacked ; after the 
attack they remained immoveable, and ceafed 
tb fire. The marfhal perceiving a French re- 
giment at that time engaged with the enemy, 
aiid of which whole ranks dropped down, while 
the regiment never ftirred, afked what corps 
that was; they told him, it was the regiment 
de Vaifleau, commanded by M. de Guercht ; 
he then cried out, " Admirable indeed!" Two 
and thirty officers of this regiment were wound- 
ed, and one third of the foldicrs killed or 
Wounded. The regiment of Hainault did not 
fuffer lefs : their colonel was fon to the prince 
de Craon, governor of Tufcany: the father 
ferved in the enemy's army, and his fons in the 
king's. This hopeful youth was killed at the 
head of his troop ; near him the lieutenant- 
colonel was mortally wounded \ nineteen offi- 
cers of this corps were wounded dangeroufly, 
and two hundred and fixty foldiers lay dead 
upon the fpot. 

The regiment of Normandy* advanced ; but 
they had as many officers and foldiers wounded 
ae that of Hainault : they were headed by their 
lieutenant-colonel M. de Soltnci, whofe bravery 
the king commended on the field of battle, and 
afterwards rewarded, by making him a briga- 
dier. Some Irifh battalions fell next upon the 
flank of this column : colonel Dillon was kill- 
ed, fifty**fix officers were wounded, and thir- 
teen fell* upon the fpot. 

Marfhal 
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Marftul Saxe then returns by the front of the 
-column, which had advanced three hundred 
paces beyond the redoubt of £u and of Fonte- 
noy. lie went to oblerve whether Fomen«y 
flill held out \- there he found that they had no 
more ball, -fo that they anfwered the enemy'* 
(hot with nothing but gunpowder. 

M. de Brocard, lieutenant-general of artiU 
Jery, and feveral other officers of the ordnance 
were killed. The marflial then defired the 
duke d'Harcourt, whom ho happened to meet, 
Co go and befeech his maj :fty to remove farther 
off$ at the fame time he Cent orders to the 
count de la Marck, who defended Anroin, to 
-quit that port with the regiment of Piedmont* 
The battle feemed to be part all hopes j they 
were bringing bark their field- pieces from every 
fide, and were juft upon the point of removing 
the artillery of the village of Fontenoy, though 
ft fupply of ball was come ; they had even be- 
gun to fend off the train. Maiffial Saxe's in* 
tention was now to make his la() effort a^ainft 
the Englifti column. This enormous mafs of 
infantry had fuffercd much, tho' it dill feemed 
to be of the fame depth : the. foldiers were fur- 
prized* to find themfelvcs in the middle of the 
French camp without any cavalry : they conti- 
nued unfhaken; their contonance was bold and 
undaunted, and they feemed mafters of the 
field of battle. If the Dutch had advanced be- 
tween the redoubts of Battens, and a£red vi* 
foroufly In conjunction with the Englifti, the 
attle would have been loft beyond all recove- 
ffi and therewould have been no retreat, either 
for the army, or, in all probability, for the king 
*nd his torn The fuccefs of a laft attack wa« 

M dubious. 
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dubious. MarfhalSaxe, knowing that the vic- 
tory, or an intrre defeat, depended upon this 
attempt, thought of preparing a fafe retreat, at 
the fame time that he was doing all that lay in 
his power to obtain the vi&ory. He fent or- 
ders to the count de la Marck to evacuate An- 
toin, and to. move towards the bridge of Ca- 
lbnne, in order to favour this retreat in cafe of 
a laft difappointment. This order was ex- 
tremely mortifying to the count de la Marck, 
who faw the Dutch ready to take pofTeffion of 
Antoin the moment he quitted it, and to turn 
the king's artillery againft his own army. The 
marfhal fent a fecond order by his aid-de-camp 
M* Dailvorde ; it was intimated to the count 
de Lorges who was made anfwerable for the 
execution of it; fo that he was obliged to obey. 
At that time they defpai red of the fuccefs of the 
day ; but the greateft events depend on the 
nioft trivial cireumftanccs, on a miftake, on 
4b me unexpected fttoke. 

Thofe who were near the king muft have 
imagined the battle was loft, knowing that they 
had no ball at Fontenoy, that moft of thofe 
who belonged to the ordnance were killed, that 
they alfo wanted ball at thepoft of M. dcCbam- 
bonas, and that the village of Antoin was go- 
ing to be evacuated. 

Thofe who were near the duke of Cumber- 
land muft have likewife had a bad opinion of 
the day, becaufe they ftill imagined themfelves 
expo fed to the crofs-nre of Fontenoy and of the 
redoubt of Barri. They were ignorant that 
the French were firing only with powder ; the 
Dutch, who could not have been informed of 
inc orders given for evacuating Antion, did not 

advance} 
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advance; theEngtifh horfe, which might have 
completed the diforder into which the French 
cavalry were thrown by the Englifh column, 
did not appear; they could not advance with- 
out coming near to Fontenoy or to the redoubt, 
the fire of which (till feemed uniform. Here 
it will be afked, why the duke of Cumberland 
did not take care to have that redoubt attacked 
in the beginning, fince he might 'have turned 
the cannon thai was there again ft the French 
army, which would have fecured him the vic- 
tory. This is the very thing he had endeavour- 
ed to effed. At eight o'clock in the mornin?, 
he ordered brigadier Ingoldfby to enter the 
woods of Barri with four regiments, in order 
to make himfelf matter of that poft. Tha 
brigadier obeyed 5 but perceiving the artillery 
pointed againft him, and feveral battalions who 
k*y-flat on their bellies, he went back for can- 
non. General Campbell promited him fom?, 
but this general was mortally wounded at the 
very beginning of the engagement, with a ball 
fired from that very redoubt, and the cannon 
was not ready foon enough. 'Then the duke of 
Cumberland, afraid of nothing fo much as Iof- 
rn<* time, had taken the refolution of pafling 
oft with his infantry, in defiance of the fire of 
the redoubt ; and this enterprize, which one 
would imagine muft have proved fatal to him, 
had- hitherto fucceeded. 

• They now held a tumultuous kind of a coun- 
cil- around t4ie -king, who was prefled by the 
. general r and in the' name of France, not to ex- 
•ofc-his perfon any longer. At this very inftant 
arrived the duke deRichlteti, lieutenant-general 
of the army, who-ferved as aid -de-camp to thfe 

M 2 king; 
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iking: be was come from reconnoitring theco* 
dumn and Fontenoy ; he had charged the ene- 
r.rhy with the regiment of Vaifleaux, and with 
the life-guards; he had alfo made M.ifellet 
advance with the gendarmes under his com* 
rfiand, and thefe had flopped the column, which 
now no longer advanced, Having thus rode 
about and fought on every fide without being 
wounded, he prefents hircfelf quite out of 
breath, with his fword in his hand, and, all co- 
vered with duft. AC Well, Kefce," fays mar- 
shal Noailles to him (this was a familiar expref- 
ilon u fed by the .marflial) " what news do you 
bring us, and what- is your opinion ?" " My 
news, fajs the duLe or Richlku, is, that the 
•vi&ory is ours, if we have a mind ; and my 
opinion is, that we immediately bring four 
pieces of cannon to bear againft the front of the 
column : while this artillery throws it into dis- 
order, the king's hou&old and his other troops 
will furround it. We muft fall upon them like 
foragers, and Til lay my life that the day is 
ours." " But Fontenoy, faid they, is pofiefied 
by the enemy." *' I come from thence, Jaid 
the duke; irholds out ftiil." " Wemuftfce, 
jeplied they, whether the marflial has not de- 
signed this cannon for forge other ufe." He an- 
fwered them, " There is no other to make of 
it." He was convinced Moi&lf, and he per- 
fuaded the reft. The king was the firft who 
approved of this important propofal* and every 
.body elfe joined in the opinion. He gave or- 
ders to bring up four pieces t>f cannon immedi* 
ately : twenty meflengers rode away jfrcflljr oa 
-that errand > when * captain of the regitoeatof 
Tguxraine, whofc name was* Iflards; aged one 

, and 
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8&4 twenty, perceived four pieces of cannoh 
.which tbey were carrying back; he gave notice 
thereof directly, and that very evening he had 
the croft of St. Lewis. 

The king ordered the duke de Pequigni,' 
who has now the title of dyke de Chaulnes, to 
go and fee (hofe four pieces pointed : they were 

. defigned, they faid, to cover the retreat. " We 
fhall make no retreat, faid the duke de Chaulnes; 
the king commands that thefe four pieces (hall 
give us the victory." UponwhichM.de Senne- 
val» lieutenant of artillery, plants them directly 
eppofite to the column. The duke de Richlieu 
gallops full fpeed in the king's name to give or- 
ders to die king's houihold to march : he com- 
municates this news to M. de Montefion, the. 
'Commanding officer, who is t ran {ported with 
joy, gjtd immediately puts himfelf at their head. 
: The prince de Soubife afiembles his gendarmes 
under his command ; the duke de Chaulnes 
does the fame with his light-horfe ; they all 
draw up in order, and march. The four fqua- 

' drons of gendarmes advancing at the right of 
the king's boiilhold, the horfe grenadiers at 
their head, under their captain M. de Grille ; 
•nd the mufketeers commanded by M. de Ju- 
millac, ruflh boldly on. The dauphin was ad- 
vancing with fword in hand to put himfelf at 
the head of the king's houftiold ; but they flop- 
ped him, telling him that his life was too pre- 
cious. " Mine is not precious, faid he j it is 
the generaFs life that is precious in the day of 
battle." 

In this important .moment, the count d'Eu 
and the duke de Biron at the right, beheld with 
concern the troops /Quitting their poft atAntoin; 

Mj the 
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tbe count de la Marck, their commander, wiA 
re 1 usance obeying. " I will anfwer, faid tbe 
duke de Biron, for his difobedience j I am fare 
the king will approve of it now that there Is k> 
great a change in our favour ; I anfwer that 
maxfhal Saxe will think it right." The mar- 
ihal coming up at that very time, was of tbe 
duke de Biron's opinion. The general having 
been informed of the king's refoiution, and of 
the good difpofuion of the troops, readily ac- 
quiefced. He changed opinion when he was 
obliged to change it. He made the regiment df 
Piedmont return to Antoin; be moved, not- 
withstanding his weaknefs, with great velocity 
to the right and. to the left, and towards the 
lrifh brigade, ftriftly recommending to all tbe 
troops he met upon bt3 way not to make any 
more irregular charges, but to a& in concert. 

While he was with tbe lrifh brigade, attended 
,by M. de Lowendabl and lord Clare, the dukt 
de Biron, the count d'Eftrecs, and the marquis 
deCroify, were together on the right, oppofite 
tie left flank of the column upon a riftng 
ground : they perceived the lrifh and the regi- 
ment of Normandy, who were advancing to- 
wards the right flank. " Now is tbe time, faid 
they to one another, for us to advance 5 the 
tnglifli are beaten." M.^de Biron puts himfelf 
at the head of the king's regiment ; thofe df 
Aubeterre and Courten follow him ; and all the 
red advance under the count d'Eftrers. Five 
fvjuadrons of Penthievre's regiment follow M. 
de Croi/fi and his fons ; the Squadrons of Y'tiz- 
Jamet, Noaillcs, Chabriiiant, Branca*, and Bri- 
enne, advanced with tbeir colonels, though 
the) had received nj orders ; and it feemed m 

: if 
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if there was a perfe& harmony between their 
movements, and all that had been done by M. 
de Richlieu. Never was the king better ferved 
than at that very inftant : it was the quickeft 
and moft unanimous movement. Lord Clare 
marches up with the Irifli; the regiment of 
Normandy, the French guards, and a battalion 
of Swifs advancing higher up towards the re- 
doubt of Eu. All thefe corps move at the fame 
time ; the Irifli commanded by lord Clare, 
againft the front of the column, the guards 
higher up, under M. the count de Chabannes, 
their lieutenant-colonel. They were all fepa- 
rated frnm the Englifli column by a hollow 
way ; they force through it firing almoft muz- 
zle to muzzle, and then fall upon the Engltfh 
with their bayonets fixeJ on their mufkets. 
M. de Bonnafanfe, at that time firft captain of 
the regiment of Normandy, who was afterwards 
the firft that jumped upon the covert-way of 
Tournay, was now the firft of his regiment 
that broke through the column : but the officers 
of the French guards had already made an im- 
predion. The carabineers betwixt the Irifli and 
the king's houfhold, were then piercing thro 9 
the firft ranks; they were feen to run about and 
to rally in the midft of the enemy, when the 
croud and their impetuofity had disordered their 
ranks. Unluckily they mi (took the Irifli, who 
have near the fame uniform as theEnglifti, for 
Englifli battalions; and fell upon them with 
great fury. The Irifli cried out Vive France^ 
but in the confufion they could not be heard ) 
fo that fome Irifli were killed thro'miftake. 

The four cannon which the duke of Richlieu 
hid called for, and which the duke de Chaulnes 

M 4 had 
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had levelled within one hundred paces of the 
column, bad already made two di /charges which, 
thinned the ranks, and began to.fhake the front 
of the enemy's army. All the king's houihold 
advanced towards the front of the column, and* 
threw it into diforden The cavalry preffed it. 
hard upon the left flank ; marfoal Saxe had re- 
commended to them particularly to bear upon* 
the enemy with the breafts of their horfes, anti- 
he was well obeyed. The count d'EftreYs, the 
" young prince de Brionne, killed fome of the 
en (-my them fe Ives in the .foremoft ranks : the 
officers of the king's chamber charged pell-mell 
with the guards and the mufketeers. All the 
p*gea were there with fword in hand ; fo that 
the marquis de Treflau, who commanded the 
brigade of; the king's body guards, faid to the 
king after the battle, ** Sire, you fent uspages- 
whom we took for fo many officers/ 1 

AH this time, the duke de'Birori held the 
Dutch troops in play, with the king's regiment 
and the brigade de Crillon. He had already 
fent M. de Boifleul, a firft page of the great 
jftable, to tell the king that every thing went 
well on his fide, and that he would undertake 
to give a good account of the enemy. On the 
other fide, the marquis d'Harcourt, fen of the 
duke of that name, came to acquaint the king, 
in his father's name, that the troops were ral- 
lied on every fide, and that the vi<3ory was 
fure» 

. At this very inftant arrived the count deCaf- 
tellane, difpatched by marfhal Saxe, to inform 
the king that the field of battle was recovered. 
In feven or eight minutes the whole £ngli(h 
column was difperftd y general Ponfonby, lord 

Albemarle's 
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Albemarle's brother, five colonels, five captains 
of the guards , and a prodigious number of of- 
ficers, were flain. The Englifh repaffed the 
4ioflow way betwixt Fontenoy and the redoubt " 
in the greateft difbrder ; the groundswhich had 
been taken up by their coluoin, as well as the 
hollow way, was ftrewed with dead and wound- 
ed bodies. - 

'We Jbave entered intp this long detail con- 
cerning the battle of Fontenoy, becaufe its im- 
portance deferved it. This engagement deter- 
mined the fate of the war, paved the way for • 
the conqueft of the Low Countries, and ferved 
as a counterpoife to all difappointments. The . 
pretence of the king and his fon, and the dan- 
ger to which thefe two princes and France were 
cxpoied, greatly increaied^ the importance of ,' 
this ever memorable day *. . 

• After having; perufed this tedious and confuted detail, 
one is forprized Co find M. de Vol taire-m (aiming againft ' 
tbofe biftoriani who take up ihe reader's time in deftriping 
the incidents of bati!es,,from which nothing is to be learned.. 4 
fetu^aji imported idea oi\ carnage and defolation. 
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Affairs of Genoa in 1746 and 1747. 

TH E war which began upon the Danube; 
and aim oft at the very gates of Vienna, 
and which at firft feemed likely to )aft only a 
few months, was, after continuing fix years, 
removed to the fouthem coafts of I ranee ; and 
at the fame time that the Auftrians and Pied- 
montefe, mailers of Genoa and of the whole 
coaft, were making preparations to enter Pro- 
vence, Brittany was liltewife menaced by an 
Englifh fleet. 

The defign of the enemy, efpecially the Eng- 
lish, was at that time to invade Provence j to 
deftroy Port L'Oricnt, and with it the Eaft- 
Indta company ; to make themfelves maflera of 
Port Louis, which muft fall after L'Oricnt \ to 

lay 
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lay Brittany under contribution ; to excite the . 
Calvinifts towards Rochelle, Langjedoc, and 
Dauphine, tp a revolt ; while they were con- 
certing meafures to attack the different fettle- 
ments of France in Afia and America, and de- 
pended on making themfelves matters of Na- 
ples, after they had brought Genoa under the 
yoke. 

Thefe vaft expectations were not without 
fome foundation ; for the Auftrians were ma- 
ilers of Italy, and about this time the EngHfli 
had hardly any more enemies at (ea. Indeed 
the king's campaigns and marflial Saxe's victo- 
ries made amends for every thing. But the 
king of Great Britain reckoned that he fhould 
foon make the Dutch a warlike power, by ob- 
liging them to accept of his fbn-in-law for their 
ftadtholder; befides, he was then contracting; 
for an entire army of Ruffians, to ftop the pro-* 
grefs of the king's army in Flanders* 

In this conjuncture Brittany was no more in' 
a pofture of defence than Provence. ' An old 
officer, who commanded at Port Louis, wrote 
word to court : " I difcovered, on the 28: h of 
September, a fleet whofe number is infinitely 
ir.crea fed ; but I fliall eafily withftand the A* 
Englifhmen." The 2d of Oclober he wrote 
again : " They have landed at Polduc with 
three hundred and fifty flat-bottom boats and 
fifty-five men of war: if we had mufket?, we 
fhould beat them; but the peafants have no- 
thing but pitchforks." 

By thefe letters, it appears to what danger 
that country was expofed, notwithftandfng the 
confident expreffions -of an old commander/ 
General Sinclair, with about feven thoufand* 

• • M 6 * ] ,: regtiTar 
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regular troops *, landed-wkhout oppofition at 
the mouth of the little river of Polduc* From 
thence he advanced to Plemur, and encamped 
on an eminence which commanded L'Qrient 
and Port Louis. Six (lays were fpent before he 
cannonaded the town. If the Englifh loft all 
this time, the French did not employ it better 5 
fpr thofe who commanded in the place, and* 
who were able to defend themfelves a long time* 
as they had artillery. and twelve thoufand militia 
of Brittany, capitulated the firft day of the at- 
tack, upon receiving a declaration of general 
Sinclair, in which, according to cuftom, it was 
fignifkd that he would deftroy every one that re* 
lifted with Are and fword. 

Such miftakes, it is faid, were committed on 
this occafion, as nothing, except the condufi of 
general Sinclair, could furpafs. Never was 
there a ftrongej inftance how greatly the fate of 
an important enterprise, and of a whole pro* 
vince, depends on a critical minute, on faiie. 
advice, on a panic, terror, or a miftake. Early 
in the morning the drums of the militia, who- 
were not as yet perfefl in their trade, beat the 
general. General Sinclair aiked the people of 
the country why they beat the general after ca- 
pitulation. Anfwer was made, that the garri-. 
foh had laid a fnare for him by capitulating $>. 
fpr they were going to fall upon him with 
twelve thoufand men.. During this converfa- 
tion the wind changed, and Admiral Leftock' 
ma/le a fignal to give him notice of it; upon 
which Sinclair, afraid of being attacked, and of. 
apt having an opportunity of re-embarking bia 
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men, precipitately quit ted. bis poft, and returned 
to Plemur in fome confufion. 

In the mean time, tbofe who bad made the 
capitulation came out of the town to make their 
fubmiffion to the Englifli general ; but the/ 
could hardLy believe their eyes, when they founi 
no- body in the camp* In this, prepofterou* 
manner did the Engltfl* rcikubark , jwftwben the 
^French wtte oorae to bring theoa the keys ojr 
the town. Aihamed of their bad conduct, they 
made a defcent upon the little iftand of Qiii he- 
ron y which was an enterprise as ill contrived* 
as that of Port I/Orjent had been executed j. 
for this being almoft a defert iftantU the taking 
of it could anfwer no pwrpofc. In ihort, this- 
great armament produced nothing but blunder*- 
and laughter, whereas every other part of the 
warwas but too ierious and too terrible *. 

At that time a revolution was carrying on in 
Genoa, much more important and more fur- 
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• General Sinclair did alt that couJd be expected. Hq 
landed with about three thoufand men, in the face of two 
thou fa nd, aflimbled to oppofe him-. He marched ten miles. 
up into the country, invefted Port {'Orient, «nd fummonetf 
the place to fur render. Confiding in the (kill of his engi* 
Beers, he caufed a final]- battery to be built, and began to- 
•pen trenches j bur, in clue mean time, the garrifon of the 
town was .reinforced j the woiks were improved and aug- 
mented j a considerable body of French troops was ad- 
vancing to the relief of the plaee. The engineers failed 
in peiiorming 'their promife, and vepeafejd -mef&ges. caror 
Irorn admiral taftock, importing, that in fech an advanced 
leafon of the year he could >not, and would not continue; 
with the great (hips on the coaft of Fiance- In thefe cir- 
cumftandes, nothing was left for general Sinclair but a re- 
treat, which he executed with the otmoft .deliberation; anf 
we leave the world to judge whether this expedition was. • 
«W« lifyftfifiul (9 rt* #*{$* (ha* (9 to JBnflifc -nation, 

prizing 
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prizing than that which bad lately alarmed the 
coaft of Brittany. 

The Auftnans exercifed the right of con- 
queft with the utmoft rigour. The Genoefe 
having exhaufttd their refources, and given 
away all the money of their bank of St. George, 
to pay fixteen millions of livres, defired to be 
forgiven the other eight : but the 30th of No- 
vember, 1746, notice was given them on the 
part of the emprefs queen, that they mud not 
only pay the Aim, but likewife as much more, ' 
for the maintenance of nine regiments quar- 
tered in the fuburbs of St. Pietro d'Arena, and 
Bifagno, and in the neighbouring villages. At 
the publication of thefe orders, defpair feized 
every inhabitant ; their mifery was at the ut- 
moft pitch ; their commerce ruined, their cre- 
dit loft, their bank exhaufted, their lands laid 
wafte, their fine country- houfes, which embel- 
liihed the environs of Genoa, plundered, and, 
in fhort, the people treated as (laves by the fol~ 
diery. They had nothing more to lofe but their 
lives ; and there was not a fingle Genoefe who 
did not feem determined to lofe the Iaft drop of 
his blood, rather than to bear any longer with, 
fo fevere and fo ignominious a treatment. 

The captive Genoefe reckoned,* amofig the 
reft of their difgraces, the lofs of the kingdom 
of Corfica, which had been long In a ftate of 
rebellion ; and now they made no .doubt but 
the malcontents would be fupported by the 
vi&orious arms of Auftria. In this chaos of 
revolutions* Corfica, which pretended to be op- 
prefled by Genoa as Genoa was by the Auftria 
ans, rejoiced at the' calamity of her matters. 
This additional affliction afteftcd only the fc- 
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ipte : by lofing Corfica they were deprived only 
of a phantom of authority ; .but the reft of the 
Genoefe were a prey to thofe real furrows with 
which human mifery is attended. Some of the 
fenators privately, and with great addrefs, fo-i 
mented the defperate refolutions, which the in- 
habitants feemed jlifpofed to fake. It behoved 
them to a 61 with the greateft circumfpedtion on 
this occaflon ; for,, in all probability, a haft/ 
and ill- concerted infurre&ion would have been 
attended with the deftru&ion qF both fenate and 
city* The emiffaries of the fenate contented 
themfelves with faying to thofe who feemed to 
have moft credit among the people : " Are you 
then determined to wait till the Auftrians come 
to cut your throats in. the arms of your wives 
and children, to rob you of the little food you 
haveyet left ? Their troops are difperfed without 
the inclofure of the walls, and only a few left 
in the city to guard the gates : you are. here 
above forty thoufand men able to ftrike a blow : 
is it not far preferable to die, than to'be ipec- 
fatorsof the ruin of your country V* By a thou- 
fand fuch difcourfes were the minds of the peo~ 
pie inflamed ; but they did not yet ftir, as no- 
body had dared to fet up the -ftandard of liberty. 
An opportunity foon offered. The Auftrians 
wanted to remove fome cannon and mortars out 
of the arfenal of Genoa for the expedition into 
Provence, and they obliged the inhabitants to 
perform this drudgery. Tt>e people murmured, 
but obeyed. An Auftrian captain happening 
to ftrike an inhabitant, who did not beftir him- 
felf fufficiently, this was a fignal, at which the 
people afTembled, rofe, and armed themfelves in 
a moment with every thing they could lay hold 

I on, 
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on, with ftones, fHcjcs, fwords, mufkets, wea^ 
pons of every kind. The people, who had not. 
the leaft thoughts of defending the town -when 
the epemy was at a distance, rofe up, in ks de- 
fence when k was in the pofieffion at the 
Auftrians. 

The marquis de Botta, .who was* then at -St. 
Pietro d'Arena, imagined that this popular in- 
furredtion would fubfvde of itfelf, and the tran- 
fient fury fbon be fucceeded fey fear. The next 
day he only reinforced the guards of the town 
gates, and fent feme detachments into the 
itreets. Upon this the people affembled in 
greater crowds than the preceding day, ana* 
flock to the doge's palate, demanding the arms 
that were kept there. The doge made no an- 
fwer ; but the domeftics pointed out another 
magazine : the people immediately run and 
break it open, and arm themfelves ; about a 
hundred officers are distributed among the po- 
pulace : they barricade the ftreets j and though 
k. was now become neceffary to eftablifli fome 
kind of order in the midft of this fudden and . 
forious commotion, yet it did not in the leaft . 
flacken the popular ardour. 

One would think that this and the following 
days, the condensation which had fo k>ng,pbf*> 
leiled the minds of the Genoefe, was transfufed ; 
into the Auftrians. The marquis de Betta was 
in St. Pietro d'Arena with fo.me regiments, but . 
never once attempted to oppefe the people with 
bis regular -troops :^hfa fuffered the rebels to 
make themfeives matters of the gates of St** 
Thomas and St. Michael. The fejiate, as yet : 
dubious whether the people would maintain 
what .they had jg fatavely J>egun,,jfenta depu£. 
6 l tatiw , 
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tatfen to the Auftrian general in St. Pietrd 
d* Arena. Botta negotiated when be fhould 
have been Bghting : he ordered the fenators t£ 
arm the Genoefe troops, whom he had left 
difarmed in the town, and that they (hould join 
tne Auflrians to fall upon ihe rebels, as foon ' 
as he had made a -proper fignal. Some of the 
fenators, who were devoted to the enemy, pro- 
mifed to execute his orders : but could it be 
«xpeded that the majority of the Genoefe fe** 
nate would join with the opprcflbrs of theftr 
country to complete its deftruAion ? 

The Germars, depending onihe correfpon* 
dence they had in the town, advanced to the 
gate of Bifagno, through the fuburb of that 
name ; but they were received with a volley o*f * 
cannon and mufket-fhot. The people of Ge^- 
aoa made an army : the drum was beat in their 
name, and orders were iflfued,' upon pain of 
death, to v every citizen to make his public ap- 
pearance in arms, and to repair under the co* 
lours of bis refpedive ward. The Germans 
were attacked at one and the fame time in thfc 
'fuourb of Biz'agno and in St. Pietro d'Arena'. 
The alarm-bell was rung in all the villages of 
the vallies ; and the peafants aflembled, to th6 
number of twenty thou fa nd. A nobleman of 
the houfe of Doria, at the head of the people, 
attacked the marquis of Botta in St. Pietro 
d*Arena, when the general and his nine regi- 
ments were obliged to fave themfclves by flight. 
They left four thoufand prifoners behind them 
and above a thoufand (lain, with all their maA 
gazines and equipages, and retired in great dis- 
order to the poft of Bocchetta : hither they were 
purfued by the peafants, who forced them at 

length. 
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'ength .to quit this poft, and to fly is far 9$ 
Gavi. Thus it was that the Auftrians loft Ge- 
noa, for having defpifed and opprefied the peo- 
ple, and for being (b Ample as to believe that 
the fenate would join with them againft the in- 
habitants, who had taken up arms in defence 
of that very fenate. Europe was furprized to 
fee how a weak people, who had never been 
bred to arms, and whom neither the inclofurc 
of their rocks, nor the kings of France, Spain, 
ar.d Naples, had been sible to fave from the 
Auftrian yoke, had the bravery, unaJBfted, to' 
break their chains, and to expel their conque- 
rors. 

In this commotion a great many violences 
.were committed : the people plundered feveral 
houfes belonging to the fenators fufpe&ed of 
favouring the Auftrians, But what was more 
furprizing in this revolution is, that this very 
fame people, who had four thoufand of their 
conquerors in prifon, and had driven away the 
remainder, did not turn their arms againft their 
mailers. It is true, they had chiefs ; but thefe 
were pointed out by the fenate, and none of 
them were confiderable enough to ufurp the au- 
thority for any time. The people chofe thirty- 
fix citizens for their governors ; but they added 
four fenators to the number, viz. Grimaldi, 
.Scaglia, Lomclini, and Fornari. Thcfe four 
nobles gave an account of every thing to the 
fenate, who did not feem to concern themfeives 
any longer in the government, though they go- 
verned in efFedl : they difavowed at Vienna the 
revolution* which they were fomenting at Ge- 
noa, and for which they apprehended the mod 
dreadful chaftifement. Their minifter at that 

count 
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tiourt declared, that the Genoefe nobility bad 
no (hare in that change which was called a re- 
volt. The court of Vienna behaving ftill as 
mafters, and fancying they (hould loon be able 
to recover Genoa, intimated to this minifter, 
that the fenate fhould • inftantly pay the eight 
millions of livres, which was the remaining 
part of their fine, and thirty millions more for 
the damage done to their troops ; that they 
ihould reftore all the pri Toners, and punifh the 
ringleaders of the revolt* Thefe laws, which 
« provoked maftermight have prefcribed to im- 
potent and rebellious fubje&s, ferved only td 
confirm the Genoefe in the refolution of de- 
fending themfelves, and in hopes of driving 
from: their territory thofe whom they had ex- 
pelled their capital. The four thou (and Au- 
iirians in the pri Tons of Genoa, were hoftages 
that quieted their fears, 

: "It is in fuch times of calamity and defpair, 
that the fpirit of patriotifm and magnanimity" 
feern to exert themfelves with the greateft force ; 
either- becaiife thofe virtues become more con- 
spicuous in the hour of general diftrefs, or ra- 
ther .indeed that the love of our opprefled coun- 
try revives the whole vigour of the foul, fo as 
to raife human nature above itfelf. Of this 
was fcen a memorable inftance in Auguftin 
Adorno. This brave republican commanded in 
-the town of Savona, which belongs to the ter- 
ritory of the republic. * It was befiegcd by the 
king of Sardinia; and the fenate, having' fub- 
tnitted to the Auftrians ordered him to give up 
the town. He made anfwer, that he' could not 
obey any other orders than thofe of a (tcg fe- 
nate 5 after which he held oat lotfg enough for 

fuccours, 
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Juqpours, but none canst. The people of&c* 
noa, though vt&orious at home, were not f«£- 
ficiently disciplined toetigige in the op^n field*, 
and France, being obliged to defend Provence 
pould not fpare any troops fpr her allies on the 
other fide of the A!p$. Thus the valour of* 
Auguftin Adorno only ferved to make him pri- - 
foncr of war, ait the very time that Genoa was 
delivered ;. but he merited -the pr^tfes of his 
country, as welj a« of the king of Sardinia, to> , 
irhom he {surrendered^ ' * \ 

• This revolution of Geftoa waa. of great (err 
vice to Provence. The Auftrians, who already 
poflefled one third part of the coyntry, no lon- 
ger received either provifioijsor ammunition by \ 
the way of Genoa? as m the .beginaing : and 
yet they were advanced a$ far as the river of 
Argena, wkb 3 ;defig# of attacking Touloa and 
MarfeHJesj, affifted by the Epglifh fleet. 
. They Toon took the iflands of St. Margaret 
and St. Honorat, which 4 had only a garfifon of 
invalids* 

- 16 thofe iflands fevefal ftate-prifo&efs were 
confined, who flattered themfelves with hopes 
that the English would fet them at liberty ; but; 
the commanding officer made fo quick a capi* 
tulation, that they permitted him to carry off. 
all his priforiers, with other effects belonging 
to the king, and his little garrifon. It is fiir- 
prizing that feveral public journals fhould pre* 
tend to fay, that this commanding officer was 
the marquis de Dreufc, lieutenant-general and 
grand-mailer of the ceremonies. The miftake ' 
is owing to this, that the marquis de Dreux is 
lord of thofe iflands. The perfon who com- 
manded there* yvas an old officer, who was tried 
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Iby 1 council of war,, and condemned to impri-t 
tfonment, for furrendering fo precipitately.' 

After the taking bf thofe'iiland?, the enemy 
began the fiege of Antibes. It was not an eafy 
matter to flop the progrefs of an army that had 
feventy one battalions, eight thoufand irregu- 
lars, and eight thoufand horfe. Marihal Belle- 
ifle was rmrufted with this undertaking. 

Upon bis arrival he cpuld only be a fpe&ator 
of the deplorable fituation, and of the defpon- 
dency of the whole province, as well as of the 
kind's troops. . He was neither able to hinder 
the paiTage of the Var, nor to prot £t the coun- 
try occupied by the Aulfcfians< who expend a 
reinforcement of thirty batuli r»s and hxtcea 
fquadrons, with caooon, ammunition, and pro- 
vifions. The coafls were guarded by a few 
frightened militia. The troops, under no fort 
of difcipline, took hay and ftraw by force from 
the inhabitants ; ai*d the mules employed in the 
fervice of the army, peri/hrd for want of food, 
The enemy had. plundered and laid wdte the. 
whole country, ft qui the Var to. the river of 
Argens,and the "Durance. Their generals per* 
jnitted their troops to pillage Vence and Grafle 
for the fpace of fix hours, becaufe thefe towns 
bad not been expeditious in paying their con* 
tributlons. 

The infant Don Philip and the duke of M07 
flena were at Aix in Provence, where they wait- 
ed to fee what efforts France and Spajn would 
make to extricate tbemfelves from this cruel 
£tuation. The fupplies were as yet far off* 
-while the dangers and wants were prefling. 
Marihal Belleifle began with borrowing fifty 
thoufand crowds in hia owjf name* to jfelie?e 

the 
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(he.moft urgent neceffities. He was obliged to 
perform the office of intendant* and of commif- 
fery of the ftores. Then, as faft as the troops 
came in, he made himfelf mailer of different 
pofts, where he ftopped the progrefs of tbe Au~ 
ftrians. On the one fide he covered Caftellane 
on tbeVerdon, when the Auftrians were pre- 
paring to take poffeffion of it ; and on the other 
he fecured Draguignan and Brignoles. 

At length, towards the beginning of January 
*747 j finding his army increafed to fixty batta- 
lions and twenty-two fquadrons, and being fc* 
conded by the marquis de Mina, who furniihed 
him with four or five thoufand Spaniards, he 
looked upon himfelf as in a condition to attack 
the enemy. Count Brown, who commanded 
the Auftrians, and the marquis of Ormea, who 
was at the head of a body of Piedmoutefe, 
were a great deal fuperior to him in forces* 
But they met with greater difficulties in pro* 
curing fubfiftenee for their army. This is an 
eflfential point, which fruftrates the end of mod 
invafions. Their firft defeat began with a poft 
in the neighbourhood of Caftellane, from 
whence a captain of the regiment of Lyonnois, 
whofe name was Daupenet, drove them with 
fword in hand. They occupied a fpace of forty 
leagues ; namely, from Sener to St. Tropes* 
A confiderable body was beaten and difkxJged 
from Caftellane by the count de Maulevricr, 
and by the marquis de Taubin, a Spaniard* 
Another corps were alfo di (lodged, and obliged 
to repafs the river of Argens. Marshal Belle- 
ifle, by his winning manner, engaged the Spa* 
nifh troops to fecond him in every attempt. 
The marquis dc la Mina joined with him in all 

his 
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his fchemes ; and this perfefl harmony contri- 
buted greatly to their common fuccefs. The 
enemy were purfued from poft to poft, and al- 
ways with lofs. At length the marfhal obliged 
them to repafs the Var, and delivered Pro- 
vence. 

There remained now only one difficult en- 
terprize for the king, and this was to relieve 
Genoa. During the whole war he had been 
occupied in protecting his allies;' firft the em- 
peror Charles VII. afterwards the prince of 
Spain Don Philip, then the pretender to the . 
crown of England, and finally the Genoeie; 
and in the whole courfe of the war frelh dan- 
gers arofe from his fucceffes. 

Marfhal Belleifle had now driven the Au- 
ftrians and Piedmontefe out of Provence : but 
there was reafon to fear that this very enemy, 
whd'were ftrong enough to guard the pafiage 
of the Alps, had alfo fufficient ftrength to fall 
upon Genoa, and afterwards upon Naples. 
Though Genoa had expelled the enemy from 
her walls, yet {he was ftill blocked up by fea 
and land. Count Schullemburg fucceeded the 
marquis de Botta, and continually threatened 
the firft ioclofure. Admiral Medley took, as 
much care as poffible that no fuccours fhould 
enter the harbour. Yet the king of France was 
continually fupplying them. Marfhal Belleifle 
began with fending them twenty thoufand loui- 
dores by eight officers, among whom this fum 
was equally diftributed. He ordered them to 
throw the money into the fea, in cafe they 
fhould not be fo lucky as to efcape. The offi- 
cers arrived with the money, provisions, and 
foldiers, and efpecialiy with great promifes. 

With 
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With this encouragement the Genoefe wifh- 
ftood all the attacks of the Auftrians, as well 
as the propofals of the court of Vienna ; for 
this court had ft ill the affurance to treat with a 
.people, whom fo fevere a treatment and fo glo- 
rious a revolution muft have rendered ever irre- 
^concileable* The Auftrians demanded money 
£f them, when they had none ; and, on the con* 
trary, the king of France. gave them money. 

It was not enough that the French had ob- 
liged the Auftrians and the Piedmontefe to 
• repafs the Var ; it was alio incumh nt upon 
them to* pafs that river in purfuit of the ene- 
rgy, to drive them beyond the mountains, to 
enter Italy once more, ^and above all things 
fpeedily to relieve Genoa. There was no fehd- 
ing any fuccours to that city but by fea ; and 
thefe were to fteal unknown, to the En&Iifli 
fleet, which was cruizing off that coaft. At 
that time there were but eight fhips at Toulon, 
and thefe laid up, three frigates, and two barks; 
fo that they were able to arm only fix sallies, 
for want of feamen. In the mean time tne Au- 
ftrians, affifted by the Piedmontefe, threatened 
to recover poffemon of Genoa. Count Schul- 
lemburg, nephew of the Venetian general, had 
reinforced his army with Albanians : thefe are 
the ancient Epirots, -who are efteemed to be 
as good foldiers as their anceftors, . He had re-, 
fyafled the Bocchetta, and ke#t Genoa cloftly 
blockaded ; while^the country both to the right 
fcrid left was given up to the fury of the irre- 
gular troops^ to plunder and devaftation. Ge- 
Jioa was ftruck with terror*, and the cqnfterna- 
tion produced fome fecret cbrrefpondence with 
their oppreffors : to complete their mifery, there 
Was a great diyifion betwixt the fenate and the 

people* 
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people. The town did not want provi(ion&, but 
money j they were at the expence of eighteen 
thoufand florins a day, to maintain the militia 
who fought in the country, or defended the 
city. The republic had no regular troops well 
diiciplined, nor any experienced officer : they 
could expect no fuccours but by fea, and even 
thefe at the hazard of being picked up by the 
Englifh fleet, as happened to thofe which had 
been fent to prince Edward. Thefe fuccours 
were expeded from France and Spain j and if 
they did not arrive foon, all wa6 loft. 

The'king of France had already fent a mil- 
lion of livres to the fenate. The gallies were 
now ordered to fet out from Toulon and Mar- 
feilles with about fix thoufand men on board* 
They put into Corfica and Monaco, by diftrefe 
of weather, but chiefly to Avoid the Englifh 
fleet. The mafter of a fmall veflel belonging 
to this convoy, who was a foreigner, took this 
opportunity to commit a treacherous action : 
He gave notice of the embarkation to the Eng- 
lifh admiral, who came and fell upon the con- 
voy ; but they loft only fix fmqjl veftels, with 
about a thoufand foldiers. At length the firft 
fuccours reached Genoa, to the number of about 
four thoufand French, v. ho revived the droop.- 
ing hopes of the Genoefe. 

Soon after arrived the duke of Boufflers, to 
take upon him the command of the troops that 
were to defend Genoa, and whofe number daily 
increafed. The general himfelf was obliged to 
take his paflage in an open boat, in order to 
efcape admiral Medley's fleet. If the Englifh 
bad been as diligent and artful as they wen: 
magnanimous in their undertaking, they woukl 
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have had a proper number of fmall craft well 
armed, which would have kept near the fhort 
when their great (hips could not, and hare ren- 
dered it extremely difficult for the French to 
fend any fuccours. For want of fome fuch 
precaution, detachments of French^ Spaniards, 
and Swifs, were fucceffively coming into Ge- 
noa from the coaft of France ; at the faflie time 
they were fupplied with provifions from the 
coaft of Italy, while the Englifh flood by as 
mere fpe&ators* 

The duke of Boufflers was now at the head 
of about eight thoufand regular troops, in a 
town which was blocked up, and expe&ed every 
moment to be befieged. There was very little 
order among them, not much provifions, and 
do powder - y befldes, the heads of the people 
were not properly fubordinate to the (enate* 
The Auftrians had ftill fome fecret intelligence 
in the town. Thus the duke of BouiBers had 
as much difficulty to deal with thofe whom he 
was come to defend, as with the enemy. Yet 
he eftabliihed order in every quarter ; at the 
fame time provifions of all kinds were imported 
in plenty, by means of a fecret confideration 
given to the captains of the Englifb {hips ; Jo 
greatly do public calamities depend on private 
intereft. 

The Auftrians had fome monk* on their fide: 
the fame arms were employed againft tbem with 
greater force. The prtefts were prevailed upon 
to refufe abfoiution to thofe who fhould baknoe 
a moment between the enemy and their country. 
Ao hermit put himfelf at the bead of the militia, 
whom he encouraged by bis enthufiaftic decla- 
mation, and by his example in fighting: he 
7 was 
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was killed in one of thofe daily flcirmiflies, and ' 
with his laft breath exhorted the Genoefe to 
defend their country. The ladies pawned their 
jewels to fapply the expences of the neccflkry 
operations. 

But of all thefe encouragements, the rooft 
powerful was the valour of the French troops, 
whom the duke of Bouffiers often employed in 
attacking the enemy in their pofts beyond the 
double inclofure of Genoa. There were many 
more, the pofleffion of which would have ren- 
dered the operations of the fiege much eafier to 
the enemy : one among the reft on the coaft of 
Riverola, of which the Auftrians and Piedmon- 
tefe made themfelves matters, very near the 
mountain of the Two Brothers, and from 
whence they were by all means to be diflodged. 
This action, which was conducted with as 
much prudence as* vigour, revived all their 
hopes. The count de Lanion diftinguHhed 
himfelf on this occafion ; as alfo the chevalier 
de Chauvelin, who was wounded in the engage- 
ment. Here the French loft colonel la r aye, 
ion of the captain of the guards, wbofe cha- 
racter is (o well known in Paris. This younj 
officer had inherited from his father a very hii 
degree of courage with great application to tl 
iciences ; and from his uncle he had learnt to 
improve in the moft agreeable parts of polite 
literature. The author of this narrative, who 
knew his merit, cannot too much lament his 
loft. 

The Genoefe fucceeded in almoft every one 
of thofe little flcirmiflies, which at that time 
engrofled the whole attention, and are after- 
wards fwallowcd up in the multitude of more 

important 
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important events. But what difconcerted al! 
the meafures of the Auftrians in Italy was the 
progrefs marfhal Belieiile was making with bit 
army : he had obliged the enemy to raife the 
fiege of Antibe?, while his brother retook the 
ifles of St. Margaret within fight of the Englifh 
.fleet: he was mailer of Nice, villa Franca, and 
Ventimiglia y and the king of Sardinia was ob- 
liged to recall his troops to defend his own do- 
minions. The Auftrians, being obliged to 
iinake a ftand againft Belleifle's army, could not 
befiege Genoa in form, left the French fhould 
advance; fo that the court of Vienna at length 
gave orders for railing the blockade. 

The duke of Boufflers did not long, enjoy 
this happinefs and glory : he died of the fmali* 
pox the very day the enemy retired. He was 
ion of i^arfhal Boufflers, a general much es- 
teemed under Lewis XIV. a man of honour* 
and a good fubjeft ; and a fon who inherited all 
, the amiable qualities of his father. 



£N0 of the Fourtzinth VOtUMK. 



^ i 



I." 



s\ 



-.-J .. 



juii y- jsd* 





